
Daniel 
Daniel 9:16-23 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What are “Heroes of Hope”?God inspired men or women who join God to enter chaos, injustice, or hopelessness on his behalf.Influencers; they revive others; go against the grain of society.They run into the crisis not away from it.Spiritual first responders. Essential workers. Context:Daniel  - 605BC. Taken captive 1st chapter. dietary. 2nd and following – interpret the dreams.6th chapter – prays 3x day - Jerusalem. lions den. Defied civil laws7th – 8th chapters; visions that prophesy of the coming wars between Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome; and then, as some interpret, Islam.  9th chapter – 538BC. – vision about Jerusalem and the people of Israel.538BC. 1st year of Darius. Defeat of Babylon (Chaldeans) in 538BC67th year. 605BC – Israel defeated by Babylon; Daniel is 85-90+ years old. (20 at arrival in 605)70 Years: Jeremiah 29:10, 25:10-12, 2Chon 36:22.Importance of prayer to accomplish God’s will and plans for our lives.Joseph MurrayPrayer.Difficulty – God is invisible. He is Spirit. How can we believe that the one we cannot see has an interest in what is going on in my life?



1. What is 
“prayer”? 

 Dan. 9:4-5 I prayed to the LORD 
my God and made confession, 
saying, "O Lord, the great and 
awesome God, who keeps 
covenant and steadfast love with 
those who love him and keep his 
commandments, 5 we have 
sinned and done wrong and acted 
wickedly and rebelled, turning 
aside from your commandments 
and rules. (ESV) 
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Presentation Notes
What is prayer? “Daniel Model”Conversation w God as if he is a living human being. Just he is invisible and you are not. You are flesh and blood. He is Spirit. Addresses God as a person:V4 O Lord, (Yahweh), v7, v8, …Speaks his beliefs about God. v4Great and awesomeKeeps covenantSteadfast loverConfesses his sin. v4We have sinnedOur fathers have sinnedOur kings have sinnedGives his specific petition – in the will of God.Safeway. Request: 70 years of captivity67 yearWe are still sinnersPray for your mercy.Release your people.Expects God o respond. 



2. Daniel 
believed that 
prayer 
worked.  

 Dan. 9:2-3 in the first year of his 
reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the 
books the number of years that, 
according to the word of the 
LORD to Jeremiah the prophet, 
must pass before the end of the 
desolations of Jerusalem, namely, 
seventy years. 3 Then I turned my 
face to the Lord God, seeking him 
by prayer and pleas for mercy 
with fasting and sackcloth and 
ashes. (ESV) 
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2.  Daniel believed that prayer worked.Dan. 9:2-3 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the books the number of years that, according to the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years. 3 Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas for mercy with fasting and sackcloth and ashes. (ESV)Daniel saw the condition of his nation – he knew God was the only answer for his nation; for his world. Because his nation mattered to him.He saw they were still in spiritual rebellionHe knew God.  God knew him. Prayer worked for him.Matt. 9:36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." (ESV)Jn. 4:35  Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, then comes the harvest'? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. (ESV)Daniel’s prayers allowed him to extend his influence to his entire nation



3. Daniel’s 
prayer made 
God visible.  

Dan. 9:20  While I was speaking 
and praying, …, and presenting 
my plea before the LORD my 
God for the holy hill of my God, 

Dan. 9:21  while I was speaking 
in prayer, the man Gabriel, 
whom I had seen in the vision at 
the first, came to me in swift 
flight at the time of the evening 
sacrifice.  
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3. Prayer voiced with specifics makes God visible. 9:20 While I was praying and speaking9:21 While I was speaking in prayer 9:21 the man Gabriel (human form but an angel) came to me in swift flight at the time…Jn. 15:7-8 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. (ESV)Jn. 3:8  The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit." (ESV)Matt 7:7-11  Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him! ESV)



4. Daniel 
expected his 
prayers to 
make a 
difference. 

9:2.  I perceived in the books 
the number of years … that 
must pass before the end of 
the desolations, namely, 70 
years. 3 Then I turned my face 
to the Lord… [and prayed] with 
fasting and sackcloth and 
ashes. 
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2. Daniel expected his prayers to make a difference.  67th year he prays. 3 years later (Ezra 1:1), Cyrus issues a decree that the people of Israel be released. Daniel appears to still be alive the time. Apostle Paul:Plm 1:22 At the same time, prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping that through your prayers I will be graciously given to you. Phi 1:19 for I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayers and the provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, Rom 15:30 Now I urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God for me, Jesus:  And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. (Heb. 11:6 ESV)



• Application. 

What does your 
prayer life reveal 
about what you 

believe about God? 

Will you apply the 
“Daniel Model” to 
your prayer life? 
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Daniel model:Addresses God as a person:V4 O Lord, (Yahweh), v7, v8, …Spoke his beliefs about God. v4Great and awesomeKeeps covenantSteadfast loverConfessed his sin. v4We have sinnedOur fathers have sinnedOur kings have sinnedGives his petition - specific: and in the will of God.Safeway. Request: 70 years of captivity67 yearWe are still sinnersPray for your mercy.Release your people.Expects God to respond. 
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