Faith that Moves Through Life’s Obstacles
Luke 19:36-44
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Luke 19:36-44

Context.
Last year this time.
2 weeks before - 10 person limit, including clergy, staff and participants; no physical interaction between or among those present, including collections of offerings or administration of the sacraments.
Schools closed for two weeks.
Facing the reality of no Easter Sunday worship – except virtual.  Not yet come up w outdoor worship. Planning stages. May 31st first outdoor worship.
Only essential businesses were allowed to open:
Hardware stores, Liquor stores, grocery stores; 
Restaurants were pickup only; theaters, the mall, closed.
Professional sports – baseball; high school sports;
Warned of the coming peak in Fall and winter; 
Fear:
Will I catch covid? 
Will my business survive? 
‘Will I lose my job?
Will the church be able to pay its staff? 
This year: when will I get the vaccine? 

How did we make it through? 

Compare what Jesus was be thinking on that day, Palm Sunday, as he entered Jerusalem seated on a donkey’s colt?
Jesus knew what the next week would bring;
He also knew the depth of pain, humiliation, he was about to experience:
Garden – he sweat drops of blood. Condition called “hemato-hidrosis,” caused by going thru extreme levels of human stress.  
4 days separation from Palm Sunday to Thursday night in the Garden.
How did Jesus make it, being fully human? 
How can you and I make it through life’s obstacles?

Context:
Last week of his life
Jesus has sent his disciples to find a man with a colt, a donkey’s colt; when he asks you what you are doing with his donkey, they were to say, “The master has need of it.” The man will allow them to take the donkey
Jesus is entering Jerusalem on the donkey’s back. 
John’s gospel places the event immediately after having raised Lazarus from the grave. The crowd with him including those who witnessed Lazarus’ come back to life. 

Natalie Croston reads:
Luke 19:36-44

Prayer




* God is Sovereign.

Sovereign: God has absolute power and complete
control over all things. He is not only aware of
what is going on in my life but is involved in it. He
guides my life based on his plan for my life and
his steadfast love for me. He offers his mercies to
me every day, even when | cannot see them or

have the wisdom to walk in them. (Lamentations
3:21-24)
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God is in control – absolutely.
He has a plan for my life.
Aware of what is going on
Actively engaged – if I allow him.
Guides me with this plan in mind.
God loves me, everlasting, steadfast love
He is merciful ever single day.

How can I have a faith that guides me through life’s obstacles? Lets look at Jesus.



1. Palm Sunday reminds us that God is
sovereign -- Christ knew everything the week
would bring — yet he entered the city anyway.

A. Jesus on a donkey reserved long ago.
e Luke 19:28f; Zec. 9:9

B. Jesus enters a city God has chosen for himself.
e FEzek5:5, 38:12, Isai 2:1-2, Isa 66:20
e luke 24:46-47, John 1:11, Matt 27:25

C. Jesus “set his mind” to Jerusalem. The events of
the week did not just happen to him. Lk 9:51
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Palm Sunday reminds us that Christ knew everything the week would bring – yet entered the city anyway.
Jesus on a donkey ‘colt Luke 19:28f; 
Kings don’t ride donkeys but stallions, war horses; black SUVs; snipers on the roof tops. 
 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. (Zech. 9:9 ESV) 
Luke 19:38, What king rides a donkey? And even more so, the colt of a donkey? If you bought a brand new car and no one had ever driven it, would you loan it to a stranger bc his dad needed it?
Jesus is aware of what awaits him – the cross. 
Jesus has submitted himself to the sovereign will of God.
Joh 8:28 So Jesus said, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the Father taught Me.  

Jesus enters a city God has chosen for himself.
Jesus is not just on a trip to a city like we might go to Baltimore today. 
Center of the nations. Ezek 5:5, Center of the world. Ezek 38:12
Isa 2:1-2 The place that all the nations will stream to in the end of days. 
Luke 24:46-47 Place from which repentance for forgiveness of sins would first be proclaimed, beginning w Jerusalem., Acts 1:8
Jerusalem is the city God has chosen for himself. Of al the cities in the world, it is Jerusalem that God has chosen for himself. 
Jesus dies in Jerusalem. Jesus is raised in Jerusalem. The gospel goes out from Jerusalem.

Jesus “set his mind” to Jerusalem – because somehow we were worth it.
Lk. 9:51  When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. (ESV)
Jn. 12:31-32 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself." (ESV)





2. Palm Sunday reminds us that God
guides us but gives us free will; then,
he gives us what we choose.

* Religious leaders. V 39

 Two thieves —one on his right and one on the left.
Luke 23:39

e Jerusalem and the Jews. V 42; John 1:11
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Palm Sunday should remind us that God gives us a choice; then, gives us what we choose.
Religious leaders – God gives us a choice; and, then give us who we choose.
Pharisees. Scribes. Religious leaders.
Birth – not interested.
Healing on the sabbath. During ministry – at odds w Jesus because he did not follow their interpretation of the sabbath. Jesus healed on it.
Threatened by Jesus. Matt 21:15-16 (indignant). After resuscitation of Lazarus in J 11, they say, 47 …, "What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation."
Overturned tables in temple. Jesus confronted their sin of using the Temple and the sacrificial offering system as a means of stealing from the people. Jesus overturned the tables in full view of all the people. 
In Luke, the temple cleansing follows his entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. 
Having stood against Jesus, they did so to the end:
Lk. 19:47  And he was teaching daily in the temple. The chief priests and the scribes and the principal men of the people were seeking to destroy him, (ESV)
Nikodemus, Joseph of Arimathea. 
Jerusalem and the Jews reject him:
Lk. 19:41-44  When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it, 42 saying, "If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes. 43 "For the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, and surround you and hem you in on every side,  44 and they will level you to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation.“
The Jews and their city rejected Jesus.
They did not see what and who makes for peace. They freely chose to reject Jesus.
Jesus gave them what they chose. 
Jn. 1:11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. (ESV)








3. Palm Sunday reminds us of the great
work of God’s love for us, poured out
thru the suffering of Jesus for us.

Jesus faced:
1. A “disciple” betrayed him for 30 pieces of
silver.
2. His #1 disciple denied him, 3x.
3. All his disciples but John abandoned him.
4. Jesus felt his father had deserted him while he

died on the cross. He felt the weight of the
world’s sins upon him
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Palm Sunday reminds us of the great work of God’s love for us, poured out thru the suffering of Jesus for us.
The foreknown “shouts” on Jesus’ road to the cross:
A “disciple” will betray him for 30 pieces of silver.
Peter will deny him, 3x. 
All disciples but John will desert him.
Jesus will feel as if God has deserted him. He will feel the weight of the world’s sins on him.  

We must not allow our suffering to shout louder than our faith in the hand of God in our lives. 
What does God do to sustain when the shouts all around us seek to take away our faith, our hope in God?


God will prepare people to be your encouragement. Just like he did for Jesus on this day when the cup that was ahead that he was to drink, loomed large:





4. Palm Sunday reminds us that God
“prepares praise” to encourage us
and to build up our faith.

Mat 21:15 But when the chief priests and the scribes saw
the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying
out in the temple, "Hosanna to the Son of David!" they
were indignant, 16 and they said to him, "Do you hear
what these are saying ?" And Jesus said to them, "Yes; have
you never read, " Out of the mouth of infants and nursmg
babies you have prepared praise?" |
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You have prepared praise:
God prepared for this moment in the life of his Son. Prepared praise.
Prepared: 
Not thrown together. 
According to a recipe.
Ingredients are chosen with a purpose in mind.
Some people are our prepared praise at a moment when we need to be encouraged.
Sometimes we are the prepared praise for others at just the time they need to be encouraged. 


Application

1. Are the “obstacles” in your life shouting louder than
the steadfast love of God?

 Confess that to God.
* Reclaim the hope of the resurrection

2. How can you be “prepared praise” for someone you
know is likely overcome by the struggles of life?

3. Will you receive, today, the work of Jesus on the
cross as forgiveness for your sins?
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