By | 0 ; . y/
8 v
= : o Ay
~ . L J a e
. f S TR
! 2 N R
: |4 |
’ ‘o " : L
& P ~ g § N
4 b — S s
L& ¥ ¥
” P 5 AR
y o
& . y L B
4 ~
4 / )
f
‘ |
4 S :
- | “ >N
v &
4
- : A - /
ay E
g t ’
L ‘
k
/
/
\
\

PREPARING FOR HEAVEN
REVELATION 7:13-17



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hope Realized:

Matt. 6:19-21 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  20 "But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;  21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (NAU)

How are you doing on your heavenly treasure chest? If you could do a personal accounting today of what your balances are, right now, what would it look like?
Tax time. Pulling your records together. 1099s. W-2s. Donation records, all for the purpose of giving an accounting to the IRS of how you have done this past year. 
Have you ever considered what your heavenly tax return might look like? A record of how you have profited the kingdom of God; a record of how you have loved others; a record of how you have loved God. A record of the times you have loved others enough to bring Jesus into the conversation? 
What would your heavenly tax return look like?

Today, I want to talk to you about Preparing for Heaven. 

How do I live this life with a view to the next life?

Context:
John in prison, 90’s; Island of Patmos (small island in the Aegean Sea)
Alone. Last living apostle.
Worshipping on the Lord’s Day. 1st Day of the week. 
Revelation “the Revealing” occurs; a vision that John is given for the bond-servants of Christ, about the things which must take place. 

Jesus, the risen Savior, opens six of the 7 seals on the scroll.  Rev 6:
The 6th seal is opened and a great earthquake occurs. The day is referred to as:
 the “great day of the wrath of God has come, and who can stand?” 
An interlude occurs. The winds from the four corners of the earth are held back as 144K are sealed by God, 12K from each of the 12 tribes of Israel. The seal protects them from the oncoming devastation of the tribulation events. 
 After the sealing protection on the 144K, John sees another event: a great multiple that could not be numbered, from every nation, tribe, peoples and language, appears. Standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes (as the martyrs in Rev 6, and the 24 elders in Rev 4). John is interrupted in his vision as he is asked a question. Who are the multitudes clothed in white?
Deanna Murray will now pick up with our scripture reading.

Deanna Murray will read

Prayer.

Col 1:3-5 We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints;  5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, …(Col. 1:3-6 NAU)
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1. WHAT ABOUT THE THINGS | LIKE? WILL
THEY BE IN HEAVEN?

A. ALL THINGS NEW? REV 21:5, Rom 8:20-21
« PETS? ISA 65:17-25 (IsA 11:6-97?)
SQUIRRELS? [NO SCRIPTURE]
B. CHOCOLATE? ISA 25:6, REV 19:9;
COOKIES? BANANA PUDDING? BANQUET WO SWEETS?

C. PLAY BASEBALL? ?7?? FIELD OF DREAMS? OR
IOWA?
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Will heaven be boring? What about the harps? What if I don’t like to sing?

What about the things I like? Will they be in heaven?
All things new – Rev 21:5. 
Rev. 21:5  And he who was seated on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." … (ESV)
All things – wouldn’t that include pets? 

Pets? Bella? Ralph? Tucker? Misty? Molly? [Squirrels]?

Isa. 65:24-25  " 24 Before they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear…The wolf and the lamb will graze together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox; and dust will be the serpent's food. They will do no evil or harm in all My holy mountain," says the LORD. (NAU)

Chocolate? Banana pudding? Apple cobbler pie? 
Buffet line at the heavenly banquet? Isa 25:6
Marriage supper of the lamb? Rev 19:9
Big dinner of Luke 14
Wedding feast of Matt 22.
Rev. 7:16 "They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down on them, nor any heat; (NAU)
Eat all you want wo getting full?
Image of God?
God gave us taste buds
Can you imagine how good the chefs will be in heaven?

Play baseball?  Field of Dreams. 
Shoeless Joe asks Ray – Is this heaven? No. Its Iowa. Joe do you believe in heaven? Yes. Its where dreams come true.


HAT ABOUT THE THINGS | LIKE? WILL
THEY BE IN HEAVEN? (CONT)

- |D. WORK? GEN 2:15, MATT 25:21

E. WILL HEAVEN BE BORING? WHAT IF | DON’T LIKE
HARPS?
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What will we do? Work? 
Garden. The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. (Gen. 2:15 ESV)
Warren – work we are doing now will prepare us for what we will do in heaven. 

Matt. 25:21  "His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful slave; you were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things, enter into the joy of your master.' (NAS)
Matt. 25:28-30 'Therefore take away the talent from him, and give it to the one who has the ten talents.’ 29 "For to everyone who has shall more be given, and he shall have an abundance; but from the one who does not have, even what he does have shall be taken away. 30 "And cast out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Psychology Today – list of the top 10 pleasures that the author reviewed (Marty Nemko, PHD, 4/6/16)
Touch.
Watching a big game.
Fun times w a good friend.
Travel.
Being productive.
Watching a movie.
Hugging a child.
Walk, hike, drive.
Good meal.
Spa visit or massage.

1st sip of coffee in the morning.
The shower after a hard run 
Reflecting on God’s gift of a good night’s rest. 
Watching the family celebration of the underdog who just won a ticket to Hollywood on American Idol. 
Being filled by the Holy Spirit in my time w Him in the early morning
When I know that God has just spoken or moved in my life or the lives of others. 
When my grandchildren want to talk to me
Seeing one of my grandchildren succeed
When I listen to Debbie tell me about the next bible study and how it will be the best one she has ever done. 
When the “big event” at church has blessed the many, and we have experienced the miracle of God just bc we showed up, and joined him

Think about this: How can we contemplate for a moment that the God who gave each of us a top-10 list would create all things new for me and in the process exchange the excitement of this life for a boredom on the next life? 

Banquet, Wedding feast, Streets of gold, Lion and lamb lie down together


2. WHAT WILL MAKE HEAVEN, “HEAVEN”?

A. HEAVEN IS WHERE GOD CALLS “HOME.”
 Ps46:4,1 KINGS 8:30; Rom 8:15-16.

B. HEAVEN IS WHERE BELIEVERS WILL, ONE DAY, SIT IN
HIS LITERAL PRESENCE. REV 7:15

C. HEAVEN IS WHERE BELIEVERS WILL BE ONE WITH HIM
AND EACH OTHER — AS FAMILY.

* JOHN 17:20-23
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Why would Jesus instruct us to “lay up for yourself treasures in heaven” rather than on earth? Why would Jesus tell me that  where my treasure is, there is my heart? 
What makes heaven, heaven? 

Heaven is the place God calls home; “Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. .. 
Ps. 46:4  There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. (ESV)

What makes a place a home are the memories of those who shared it with me.
Home is mother. Daddy. Sherrie, Cub, Ken and Steve. 
“Home” changes locations. 

Heaven is where God lives.  One day,  it will be my home. 
Eph. 2:19 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, (ESV)

God invites us to be family with him thru Jesus. So that when we die, we will live with him

Rick Warren puts it this way: “Your relationship to God on earth will determine your relationship to God in eternity.
God does not send people to hell. God gives people what they choose. 
Debbie and I chose 9219 Marydell as our home. 
We have chosen Jesus to be our Savior. So because of that, He has prepared a place for us. He has put a heavenly reservation in for us. 
We chose him. He chose the place. 

Heaven is where believers come into the presence of a holy God. God is approachable.
Rev. 7:15-17  "Therefore they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 

OT – man could not come near God:
Jacob’s ladder to heaven. Dream – Jacob never climbed the ladder; only angels. Gen. 28:17 And he was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven." (ESV)
Moses’ burning bush – Moses could not come near. Exo 3:5 Then he said, "Do not come near; 
Tent of Meeting. Where the glory of God was – man could not approach:
Exo 40:35, 1Ki 8:11, 2Ch 7:2 
Hades. – not heaven in OT but an intermediate place apart from God.
In the Ot, when people died (righteous or unrighteous), they did not immediately go to heaven; they went to a holding place. Hades.  At Jesus’ ascension, 
Eph. 4:8-10 He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things. 8 Therefore it says, "WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH, HE LED CAPTIVE A HOST OF CAPTIVES, AND HE GAVE GIFTS TO MEN.“ 9 (Now this expression, "He ascended," what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10 NAU)

Jesus changed that for believers. Literal presence of Jesus.
John 10:9 I am the door of the sheep. If anyone enters thru me he shall be saved and go in and out and find pasture. 
Rev 7:17 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." (ESV)
Rev 5:6, the Lamb standing as if slain is Jesus. He is between the Father and is our access to the father. 

Don Piper in 90 Minutes in Heaven describes it this way:
Everything I saw glowed with intense brightness. … Strange as it seems, as brilliant as everything was, each time I stepped forward, the splendor increased. The farther I walked, the brighter the light. The light engulfed me, and I had the sense that I was being ushered into the presence of God. Although our earthly eyes must gradually adjust to light or darkness, my heavenly eyes saw with absolute ease. In heaven, each of our senses is immeasurably heightened to take it all in. And what a sensory celebration! A holy awe came over me as I stepped forward. I had no idea what lay ahead, but I sensed that with each step I took, it would grow more wondrous.

Being literally one w Christ and other believers. 
Jn. 17:20-24  "I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; 21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 "The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; 23 I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, ….

John Burke in Imagine Heaven, describes it this way: 
Captain Dale Black describes it: “The best unity I have ever felt on earth did not compare with the exhilarating oneness that I experienced with my spiritual family in heaven. This love . . . God’s love, was transforming. To experience something so sacred, so profound as the boundless love of God was the most thrilling part of heaven.” 

Don Piper in 90 Minutes in Heaven, puts it this way:
I gazed at all the faces again as I realized that they all had contributed to my becoming a Christian or had encouraged me in my growth as a believer. Each one had affected me positively. Each had spiritually impacted me in some way and helped make me a better disciple. I knew— again one of those things I knew without being aware of how I had absorbed that information— that because of their influence I was able to be present with them in heaven. 

I wasn’t conscious of anything I’d left behind and felt no regrets about leaving family or possessions. It was as if God had removed anything negative or worrisome from my consciousness, and I could only rejoice at being together with these wonderful people. They looked exactly as I once knew them— although they were more radiant and joyful than they’d ever been on earth. I felt loved— more loved than ever before in my life. They didn’t say they loved me. I don’t remember what words they spoke. When they gazed at me, I knew what the Bible means by perfect love. It emanated from every person who surrounded me.
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3. WILL | HAVE A “CROWN” LIKE SOME
OTHERS?

CoOowp

m

EACH OF THE 24 ELDERS HAD A GOLD CROWN. R 4:4
APOSTLE PAUL HAS A CROWN AWAITING HIM. 2 Tim 4:8
CHURCHES — “REWARDS” OR “COMPENSATIONS.”

BELIEVERS. MATT 16:27, Rom 2:6, 1 COR 3:8, HEB
6:10, REV 22:12

TWO GROUPS: REIGN W CHRIST FOR 1000 YEARS. REV
20:4
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People have trophies in heaven:  Those who laid up treasures in heaven:
24 Elders:
Rev. 4:4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. (ESV)
Did they wear golden crowns bc it was in style or was their a spiritual purpose or reason behind their wearing them?

Apostle Paul:
Crown. 
2 Tim. 4:8  Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. (ESV)
Imperishable wreath of victory. 
1 Cor. 9:25-27 Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air; 27 but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified. (NAU)

Churches:
Sardis. Rev. 3:4-5 'I know your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. 2 'Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God. … 4 'But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 

Philadelphia. 11 'I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 12 'He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new name. (Rev. 3:10-12

Ephesus.  To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.' (Rev. 2:7 NAU)

Pergamum. To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.' (Rev. 2:17 NAU)

Believers:
Mat 16:27 For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done.  
Rom 2:6 He will render to each one according to his works:  
1Co 3:8 He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor.  
Heb. 6:10  For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do. (ESV)
He is talking about “work” in the sense of being of service to God; not talking about sin.

Believers “trophied” for an act of faith.  Identified them. 
Two groups present before the throne – they are identified by their specific actions on earth, not whether their names are in the book of life:
20:4  Then I saw thrones and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. (Rev. 20:4 ESV)
They are identified by their faithful service of Christ in the threat of the loss of life, property and possessions. They were faithful.  Their faithfulness quantified itself into a heavenly treasure. 


We would have to conclude from these passages:
What we do with our lives, now, matters. In heaven, we will be fairly treated in relationship to whether we have been actively serving Christ on this side of heaven’s gate. 
Mat 10:42 And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward." 

Rick Warren says:
What you do now matters. This life is a preparation for the next.  
“Life on earth is just the dress rehearsal before the real production. You will spend far more time on the other side of death— in eternity— than you will here. Earth is the staging area, the preschool, the tryout for your life in eternity. It is the practice workout before the actual game; the warm-up lap before the race begins. There is more to life than just the here and now. This life is the preparation for the next. When we realize this, we will live life differently on a daily basis. We will start living in light of eternity, and that will color how we handle every relationship, every task, and every circumstance. Suddenly many activities, goals, and even problems that seemed so important before will appear trivial, petty, and unworthy of our attention. 

How can hope be realized for you and I today about heaven? 
Have you opened your heart to Jesus yet? Hope is realized when you say “yes” to Jesus.
Hope is realized by taking an accounting of your service record for Jesus:
Has the isolation of the pandemic put a hold on your serving for Christ?
If this life is truly a preparation for the next, how are you doing on that?

 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints,
 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, (Col. 1:4-5 ESV)
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RESOURCES FOR STUDY

HEAVEN. Ranpy ALCORN, 2004, ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE MINISTRIES.

ANSWERS TO YOUR QUESTIONS ABOUT HEAVEN.
DAvID JEREMIAH, 2015, CHRISTIAN AUDIO.

HEAVEN — My FATHER’S HOUSE. ANN GRAHAM LOTzZ.




« RESOURCES ON NDE

BURKE, JOHN (2015-10-13). IMAGINE HEAVEN.
BAKER PUBLISHING GROUP. KINDLE EDITION.

DON PIPER, 90 MINUTES IN HEAVEN. FLEMING
REVELL, 2004)
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