
Matt 2:1-12 

HOPE OF GLORY 
I CAN ONLY IMAGINE 
• REVELATION 6:9-11 
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Presentation Notes
Hope Realized:
New series. Hope of Glory – Finding Hope in the Reality of Heaven
I Can Only Imagine

Context:
John in prison, 90’s; Island of Patmos (small island in the Aegean Sea)
Alone. Last living apostle.
Worshipping on the Lord’s Day. 1st Day of the week. 
Revelation “the Revealing” occurs; a vision that John is given for the bond-servants of Christ, about the things which must take place. 
Jesus, the risen Savior, opens four of the 7 seals on the scroll.  Rev 6:
First four result in the coming of the famed four horses and their riders:
1st - White horse – goes out conquering w his bow and his crown
2nd - Bright Red horse – given to him to take peace from the earth 
3rd - Black horse – pair of scales w its unjust balances
4th - Pale horse – riders name is death and Hades followed him.
Kills ¼ of the population w pestilence, famine, and the sword
5th seal – the scene is described beginning in v 9. 

Fifth seal – interlude that allows a glimpse into heaven; intermission – between the 4th and 6th seals.
Gives us a biblical framework to think about what heaven will be like.
Tells us what heaven is like. 
Takes away more uncertainties about what the lives will be like of those written in the BOL.

Mahima Poturaju will read

Prayer.







• WILL WE ALLOW OUR IMAGINATION TO FUEL 
OUR HOPE ABOUT HEAVEN?  

A. OUR THOUGHTS ON HEAVEN MUST BE FRAMED BY 
SCRIPTURE BUT INFORMED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

• ECCL 3:11, JOHN 3:12, 1 COR 2:9-10, ROM 8:18 
B. IMAGINE – “PARADISE,” “RIVER THAT MAKES GLAD THE 

CITY OF GOD,” “FESTAL ASSEMBLY,” “BANQUET.”   
• REV 2:7, LUKE 23:43, PS 46:4, HEB 12:22-23 
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Will we allow our imagination to fuel our hope about heaven? 
Eternity is set in our hearts. Eccl 3:11, If God has put eternity, there then heaven is a real place that we will one day enjoy forever. 
Jesus says, “I would have told you more – but you did not believe the things I told about earth – so how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? (NAU)

Scripture frames my thoughts on eternity. HS informs me. 
1 Cor. 2:9-10  But, as it is written, "What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him"-- 10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. (ESV)
No eye has seen or ear heard bc what God has prepared is so good, our human words, understanding is limited by what we know. V10 says, “these things are revealed to us by the Spirit.”
Rom. 8:18  Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to us later. For all creation is waiting eagerly for that future day when God will reveal who his children really are. (NLT)

Does God want us to use our imagination? Does he want us to meditate on how good heaven will be?– Notice the words Scripture uses to describe heaven.  
Heaven is always referred to in a hopeful, uplifting, glorious place.
Paradise – 3x. Rev 2:7, Luke 23:43, 2 Cor 12:24
City of God – preceded by “a river whose streams…”
Ps 46:4  There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy dwelling places of the Most High. 
Assembly (festal gathering) of the first-born (The “first-born” is Jesus. Rev 1:5), Assembly might be Rev 7:9-10
Heb. 12:22-23  But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 
Banquet (Is 25:6); 
Marriage super of the Lamb (Rev 19:9); 
big dinner (parable of Luke 14); 
wedding feast (Matt 22); 

Books on near-death experiences: They contain personal testimonies. 
Life After Life. Fifty years begin w Life after Life by Dr Raymond Moody in 1975, himself a skeptic. Experiences reported of 100 patients who returned from the brink of death to tell of their experiences. “Despite the wide variety of patients’ belief systems, medical situations, and cultural backgrounds, their recollections shared common features that convinced him the subject was worthy of— and would be able to withstand— scientific scrutiny.”  “Were they tricks of the dying brain, hallucinations triggered by drugs or oxygen deprivations”?, or as the late Stephen Hawking stated, “‘Our brain is like a computer which will stop working when its components fail. ‘There is no heaven or afterlife for broken down computers; that is a fairy story for people afraid of the dark.”
Imagine Heaven, Pastor John Burke, Senior Pastor of Gateway Church in Austin, TX. 
90 Minutes in Heaven, Don Piper, autobiography of his near death experience, written in 2004 after his accident in 1989. Ordained in 1985, and now known as “The Minister of Hope,” he lives in Pasadena, Tx, and continues to speak around the world on his near death experience.
Betty Farley – clinically dead, returns for three days telling of the glorious place she was at; after the breathing tube had been removed, all she could do was praise and talk about Jesus.

If God doesn’t want us to imagine how good heaven will be, if he doesn’t want us to make sure a place is reserved for us in heaven, why did he allow people to die, clinically, only to return to tell of their experience to you and I?

Most beautiful place, even beyond our imagination. 
Palm trees, oceans, beaches, waterfalls
Friends and family that will there now. Bodies will be strong wo illness or aging.
Favorite fruit trees.
Beautiful streams
Stimulating smells. 
Banquets
Sounds of birds tweeting to the delight 
Colors that are beyond our imagination




1. IMAGINE YOUR WELCOMING COMMITTEE.  
WHO DO YOU THINK WILL GREET YOU? 

A. ANGELS. LUKE 16:22, PS 91:11,  
B. FAMILY.  

• “GATHERED TO HIS PEOPLE.” GEN 25:8, 35:29, 49:33, NUM 
20:24 

• MATT 22:30? 
C. OTHER BELIEVERS. HEB 12:1 
D. THOSE YOU HAVE HELPED IN THIS LIFE WHO HAVE DIED.  

• PROV 16:19, LUKE 16:9 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Angels. Luke 16:22, “carried away by the angels”
 For He will give His angels charge concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. (Ps. 91:11 NAU)
Family. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Aaron
Gen. 25:8  Abraham breathed his last and died in a ripe old age, an old man and satisfied with life; and he was gathered to his people. (NAU)
Num 20:24  "Aaron will be gathered to his people; for he shall not enter the land which I have given to the sons of Israel, because you rebelled against My command at the waters of Meribah. (Num. 20:24 NAU)
Num 27:13 "When you have seen it, you too will be gathered to your people, as Aaron your brother was;  
What about Matt 22:30, “At the resurrection, people will neither marry nor be given in marriage, but they will be like angels in heaven.” “He said there won’t be new individual marriages— there won’t need to be because there will be no procreation or new families.” 
Burke, John (2015-10-13). Imagine Heaven (p. 88). Baker Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 
If our names are written in the BOL before the foundation of the world, then there will be no additional families created in heaven by the sexual union of husbands and wives. That is, the number is already complete before we were ever born. 
Other believers. 
Heb. 12:1  Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, (NAU))
Those we have helped in this life who die before us.
Prov. 19:17 One who is gracious to a poor man lends to the LORD, And He will repay him for his good deed. (NAU)
Lk. 16:9  Here's the lesson: Use your worldly resources to benefit others and make friends. Then, when your earthly possessions are gone, they will welcome you to an eternal home. (NLT)






2. IMAGINE WHAT YOUR HEAVENLY BODY WILL 
BE LIKE. 

WILL WE AGE? 1 COR 15:50; 15:42 
WILL WE HAVE A “BODY”? PHIL 3:20-21, LUKE 24:39 
• REV 6:9, “… I SAW UNDER THE ALTAR THE SOULS OF 

THOSE WHO HAD  BEEN SLAIN … 11 THERE WAS GIVEN 
TO EACH OF THEM A WHITE ROBE… REST UNTIL THE 
NUMBER OF THEIR FELLOW SERVANTS AND THEIR 
BROTHERS … IS COMPLETED ALSO.” 
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What might our heavenly body be like?
Will we age in heaven?
1 Cor. 15:40  There are also heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is one, and the glory of the earthly is another. (NAU)
1 Cor. 15:42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an imperishable body; 
Transformed to be like Christ:
Phil. 3:20-21  But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. (ESV)
Lk. 24:39  Look at my hands. Look at my feet. You can see that it's really me. Touch me and make sure that I am not a ghost, because ghosts don't have bodies, as you see that I do." NLT)
Showed his hands and feet
Asked for something to eat’
Appeared wo going thru the door. Luke 24:33 

V 9 – I saw underneath the altar the souls of those beheaded…”
Visible, form.
Each is given. .Specific person.
A human soul but not w human flesh and bones. Each of them is given.
Finite number:
Rest until number of fellow servants, and brothers who were to be killed as they had been, is complete
Moral beings but sin is no longer present for them. Their robes are white. 
Washed in the blood of the lamb. Purchased by the blood of the lamb.

Dale  Black recalls his epiphany:
Part of the joy I was experiencing was not only the presence of everything wonderful but the absence of everything terrible. There was no strife, no competition, no sarcasm, no betrayal, no deception, no lies, no murders, no unfaithfulness, no disloyalty, nothing contrary to the light and life and love. . . . The absence of sin was something you could feel. There was no shame, because there was nothing to be ashamed about.

Burke, John. Imagine Heaven (p. 99). Baker Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 

Figurative or literal interpretation?
White robes – 
figurative for the cleansing power of the lamb; Rv 3:4, people who have soiled their garments; Christ’s followers are clothed in white robes, 
Not the souls of the martyrs:
Individual persons
Identified by the type of death they experienced
aware that justice has not been completed, but not in physical pain. 

Compare to this passage – clearly metaphorical: 
Rev. 13:1-7 And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore. Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names. 2 And the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like those of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave him his power and his throne and great authority… 5 There was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and authority to act for forty-two months was given to him. 6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7 It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to him. 8 And all who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain. (Rev. 13:8 NAS)(NAU)
Metaphorical:
“dragon standing on the sand of the seashore
“beast” coming up out of the sea, having 10 horns, 7 heads, 10 diadems. 
Like a leopard, like a bear, like a lion.
Given to him a mouth speaking blasphemies for 42 months 
Against God, those who dwell in heaven
Make war w the saints and overcome them.
All will worship him except those whose names are in book of life.

At no time does scripture say, those whose souls were under the altar were like those who had been slain. 





3. IMAGINE HOW YOUR DECEASED, BELIEVING,  
LOVED ONES ARE PULLING FOR YOU, RIGHT 

NOW. 
A. WITNESSES CHEER THE CHURCH ON. HEB 12:1 
B. THE MARTYRS ARE AWARE THAT SIN CONTINUES. REV 

6:10-11, REV 20:4 
C. LAZARUS & RICH MAN – AWARE OF EACH OTHER; 

RICH MAN OF HIS LOST BROTHERS. LUKE 16:23-31. 
D. ELDERS - HOLDING “GOLDEN BOWLS FILLED W 

INCENSE - PRAYERS OF SAINTS.” REV 5:8 
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Heb. 12:1  Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, (NAU)
Rev. 6:10-11 They cried out with a loud voice, "O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?" 11 Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been. (ESV)
Rev. 20:4  And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. (NAS)
Luk 16:28 for I have five brothers that he may warn them, lest they also come to this place of torment.  

Prayers of the saints: Our prayers are part of what God intends to 
Rev. 5:8  When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. (NAU)
Rev. 8:3-4  Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and much incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar which was before the throne. 4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the angel's hand. (NAU)






4. IMAGINE WHAT IT WILL BE LIKE TO BE IN THE 
PRESENCE OF JESUS. 

A. 5:8-9, ELDERS FALL DOWN IN WORSHIP;  
B. 5:10, MYRIADS OF ANGELS JOIN IN SONG. 
C. 5:13 EVERY CREATED THING SINGS 
D. 7:9 GREAT MULTITUDE WHICH NO ONE CAN COUNT 
E. HARPS. SINGING. REV 5:8, 5:11 
F. ONENESS W CHRIST.   JOHN 17:20-23 
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Sound and sights of worship are at every turn.
5:8-9, elders fall down in worship; sing a new song, “Worthy art Thou… bc you purchased… 
5:10, Myriads of myriads of angels join in song.
5:13 Every created thing, in heaven, on earth, and under the earth, sings “To him who sits on the throne and to the lamb be blessing and honor
7:9 great multitude which no one can count … clothed in white robes… palm branches in hands… “Salvation to our God who sits on the throne and to the lamb.”
Harps. 
24 elders. 
Singing.
Rev. 5:11  Then I looked, and I heard the singing of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, 

It was the most beautiful and pleasant sound I’ve ever heard, and it didn’t stop. It was like a song that goes on forever. I felt awestruck, wanting only to listen. I didn’t just hear music. It seemed as if I were part of it. …   the single, most vivid memory I have of my entire heavenly experience – the music.; but it differed from anything I had ever heard or ever expect to hear on the earth. The melodies of praise filled the atmosphere. The nonstop intensity and endless variety overwhelmed me. The praise was unending, but the most remarkable thing to me was that hundreds of songs were being sung at the same time—all of them worshiping God. As I approached the large, magnificent gate, I heard them from every direction and realized that each voice praised God. I write voice, but it was more than that. Some sounded instrumental, but I wasn’t sure—and I wasn’t concerned. Praise was everywhere, and all of it was musical, yet comprised of melodies and tones I’d never experienced before. “Hallelujah!” “Praise!” “Glory to God!” “Praise to the King!” Such words rang out in the midst of all the music. I don’t know if angels were singing them or if they came from humans. I felt so awestruck and caught up in the heavenly mood that I didn’t look around. My heart filled with the deepest joy I’ve ever experienced. I wasn’t a participant in the worship, yet I felt as if my heart rang out with the same kind of joy and exuberance.

Piper, Don; Murphey, Cecil. 90 Minutes in Heaven (p. 44). Baker Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 

Oneness w Christ .
Jn. 17:20-24  "I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; 21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 "The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; 23 I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me. 24 "Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. (NAU)

Captain Dale Black describes it: “The best unity I have ever felt on earth did not compare with the exhilarating oneness that I experienced with my spiritual family in heaven. This love . . . God’s love, was transforming. To experience something so sacred, so profound as the boundless love of God was the most thrilling part of heaven.” 

“Being with Him in heaven, though, made me one with Him in a way I could never have imagined. I thought what He thought, I dreamed what He dreamed, I felt what He felt.”

Dr. Eby describes an intimacy that’s hard to convey: “This will be hard for people on earth to understand, but I was instantly in Messiah, in Him. . . . I knew I was me, and yet I was in Messiah. . . . His love is in a different dimension than our idea of love. There is no question of his love. . . . We are in him and he is in us (see Galatians 2:22). Yet we don’t lose our identity.”

Burke, John. Imagine Heaven (p. 190). Baker Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 







• RESOURCES FOR STUDY 

• HEAVEN. RANDY ALCORN, 2004, ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE MINISTRIES. 
• ANSWERS TO YOUR QUESTIONS ABOUT HEAVEN. 

DAVID JEREMIAH, 2015, CHRISTIAN AUDIO. 

• HEAVEN – MY FATHER’S HOUSE. ANN GRAHAM LOTZ. 



• RESOURCES ON NDE 

• JEFFREY LONG AND PAUL PERRY, EVIDENCE OF 
THE AFTERLIFE: THE SCIENCE OF NEAR-DEATH 
EXPERIENCES (NEW YORK: HARPERCOLLINS, 2009). 

• BURKE, JOHN (2015-10-13). IMAGINE HEAVEN. 
BAKER PUBLISHING GROUP. KINDLE EDITION.  

• DON PIPER, 90 MINUTES IN HEAVEN. FLEMING 
REVELL, 2004) 



1. IS THERE AN INTERMEDIATE HEAVEN (OR 
HELL)? 

HEAVEN: 
A. EPH 4:8-10 
B. 2 COR 12:2-4 
HELL: 
A. REV 20:13 
B. NOT “PURGATORY” OR A PLACE OF 2ND CHANCE. 

HEB 9:27, LUKE 16:26 



WILL WE BE IGNORANT OF WHAT IS HAPPENING 
ON EARTH WHILE IN HEAVEN? 

A. REV 6:9-10. MARTYRS ARE IDENTIFIED BY HOW THEY DIED, AND 
THAT JUSTICE HAS NOT YET OCCURRED. 

B. REV 5:6. LAMB IS IDENTIFIED BY HOW HE DIED, AND THAT HE 
HAS OVERCOME HIS OWN DEATH AND NOW LIVES.  

C. REV 20:4. TWO SEPARATE GROUPS ARE IDENTIFIED BY THEIR 
ACTIONS WHILE ON EARTH. 

D. REV 2:17. A WHITE STONE, A NEW NAME, IN HEAVEN IS GIVEN TO 
THOSE WHO REMAINED FAITHFUL AMIDST PERSECUTION. 

E. REV 4:10. CROWNS ARE CAST BEFORE THE THROWN BY ELDERS. 
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We will remember (as the heavenly host does) our earthly life history in heaven:
6:9-10. I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their testimony… They cried out with a loud voice, saying, “How long will you refrain your judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell 
20:4  Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. (Rev. 20:4 ESV)
Two groups present before the throne – they are identified by their specific actions on earth, not whether their names are in the book of life: those beheaded and those who had not worshiped the antichrist faith of the last days, including those who had not received a mark that identified them by the false god, the head of that religion. These two groups come to life to reign w Christ for 1000 years. 
5:6. The Lamb standing was the lamb that was slain. Jesus is identified for us specifically bc he died for us. If we did not remember why Jesus died, what would be the person of the wounds being revealed to John in the vision; and, if revealed to John, revealed to us. 
2:17- He gives a “white stone with a new name written on it,” to the one who conquers and remains faithful to the end
V 4:10 The elders cast their crowns before the throne. The crowns represent their actions on earth which result in heavenly authority, particularly for those who also sit on the thrones. 
V3:11, I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. (3: 11)
1 Thess. 2:19-20  For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not you? 20 For you are our glory and joy. ESV)
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