
Matt 2:1-12 

• ACTING ON OUR HOPES 
• JOSHUA 3:1-3; 9-17 
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Hope Realized:
New series
Church Theme – Hope Realized
Hope is the Word the Lord has given us. 

 Faith vs Hope:
Faith is the assurance, the belief, of what I hope for. Faith is now. In the text, the priests will stand at the edge of the Jordan River, while flowing, they will step in the waters.
Hope is future oriented. Hope is my thinking about tomorrow and the next day. I have hope that “normal is coming.” Therefore, I act in faith.  Hope is what causes me to believe that no matter the valley I am walking in now, God has a plan and a future to bring thru the darkness and into his light. 
 
Context:
At the River Jordan, harvest season, the water is overflowing its banks.
Here after 40 years of wandering
Num 13/14, they were on the east side of the Jordan River before. Sent 12 spies out. 10/12 – 
Caleb and Joshua believed God would deliver them from the people of the land. 
Other 10 did not.
God gave them over to their choice. 
that refused to go would not.  40 years of wandering
Spies sent out again.
Numbers 2. 2 spies sent out to the spy on the most formidable city – the city of Jericho which was surrounded by walls.
This time, the people are ready for the challenge their ancestors refused. 
Jordan River must be crossed. Harvest time of the year.
(V3:15)


Sarah Hulbert reads  Before she does, the context for the passage is this:

Prayer.

Hope. In the midst of his nation’s prophesied fall to Babylon, the soul of Jeremiah, the author of the above text, is strengthened by hope. Hope lifts. Hope strengthens. Hope is what makes a day, a new day. Hope is the seed of life that pushes through the soil of our griefs. It is the drop of water that quenches despair and allows our dry soul to be watered. It is the strength that motivates our next attempt to overcome our failures. Hope, in fact, is what gives life, abundance.  






1. ACTING ON HOPE GAVE THE PEOPLE A 
NEW IDENTITY. 

A. CHANCE TO OVERCOME THE “DEMONS” OF THEIR 
PAST (NUM 14): 

1. PLACE WHERE FAITH HAD FAILED. 
2. PLACE WHERE A RETURN TO SLAVERY SEEMED A 

BETTER OPTION. 
3. PLACE WHERE THEY SAW THEMSELVES AS 

“GRASSHOPPERS.” NUM 13:33 
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1. Acting on their hope gave the people a new identity.

Overcome their Demons of the Past:
Where faith failed. 
Giants in the land.
10/12 spies feared the giants more than they faithed God. 
They saw themselves as “grasshoppers” in their eyes.  Num 13:33

No longer were they “grasshoppers” in their own sight, but the people of God.

Where a return to slavery seemed a better option for them. Num 14:10
Then they pick up stones to stone Joshua and Caleb.
God nearly destroyed them and dispossessed them but for the pleading of Moses. Num 14:12f
Instead – God gave that generation their choice. Num 14:23
They died in the 40 year period.

No longer were they someone else’s slave to abuse. 
No longer a grasshopper in their own eyes; no longer someone else’s slave – now they were the people of the only Begotten God.

Can you relate to either of these identities?
I am a person defined by my past failures, losses, betrayals, or infidelities?
Is it possible that before you can experience hope realized, you have to let go of those things and people who have defined you and taken on a new identify defined by the love of God, by the fact that he has a plan for your life, and that darkness, despair, fatigue, and Covid 19 are not his lot for you?

On which side of the ”Jordan River” are you on now? How can you act on hope and experience what God has for you?
Have you gotten stuck in hopelessness? 
Are you unable to  have hope that a new day is coming? Then today the Lord has a message for you. 
 Then Joshua said to the people, "Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you." (Jos. 3:5 ESV)

The report on the land was marred by the size of its current inhabitants and their fortified cities.  (Num. 13:28-33  "Nevertheless, the people who live in the land are strong, and the cities are fortified and very large; and moreover, we saw the descendants of Anak there. 29 “…  30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, "We should by all means go up and take possession of it, for we will surely overcome it." 31 But the men who had gone up with him said, "We are not able to go up against the people, for they are too strong for us." 32 So they gave out to the sons of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, "The land through which we have gone, in spying it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants; and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great size. 33 "There also we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak are part of the Nephilim); and we became like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.”  
 Numbers 14:1 Then all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept that night. 2 And all the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron; and the whole congregation said to them, "Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness!  3 "And why is the LORD bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become plunder; would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?“  4 So they said to one another, "Let us appoint a leader and return to Egypt.“

Where Joshua tried to convince the people to faith God but they attempted to stone Joshua and Caleb. The glory of the Lord appears. Num. 14:8-10  Joshua:  "If the LORD is pleased with us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us-- a land which flows with milk and honey. 9 "Only do not rebel against the LORD; and do not fear the people of the land, for they will be our prey. Their protection has been removed from them, and the LORD is with us; do not fear them." 10 But all the congregation said to stone them with stones. Then the glory of the LORD appeared in the tent of meeting to all the sons of Israel. (NAU)





2. THE PEOPLE PLACED THEIR HOPE IN GOD 
NOT IN THEMSELVES. 

• LAMENTATIONS 3:21  BUT THIS I CALL TO MIND, 
AND THEREFORE I HAVE HOPE: 22 THE STEADFAST 
LOVE OF THE LORD NEVER CEASES; HIS MERCIES 
NEVER COME TO AN END; 23 THEY ARE NEW EVERY 
MORNING; GREAT IS YOUR FAITHFULNESS. 24 “THE 
LORD IS MY PORTION,” SAYS MY SOUL, 
“THEREFORE I WILL HOPE IN HIM.” 
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The people placed their hope in the god that delivered them not in themselves.
Lamentations 3:21  But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: 22 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 23 they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 24 “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.”
What has god done in your life? Recall it. 
Steadfast love never ceases
Mercies never end.
181K, forgivable loan. 25.18%
Hope – caused us to complete the application.
Mercies are new every day.
Mercy is when I don’t receive the punishment I deserve.
Mercy is when I receive a gift I do not deserve. 
3 items. 
Wallet, glucose meter, sensors. – 3 boxes, once a quarter. 
Something god did. 

The Lord is my portion – therefore I hope in Him. . 
Ps. 16:5-6  The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 6 The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. (ESV)
Ps. 73:24-26  You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will receive me to glory. 25 Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. 26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. (ESV)
Ps. 119:57-58  The LORD is my portion; I promise to keep your words. 58 I entreat your favor with all my heart; be gracious to me according to your promise. (ESV)
 Ps. 142:5 I cry to you, O LORD; I say, "You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living." (ESV)

God directed Joshua:
Put the priests 1000 yards out front – I want them to see me. I want to be their hope. Their chosen portion so they will step.

Griefs – 
God will get you through it. Hope for a better day.
Lost job, unemployed:
Hope in what God is going to bring you; take steps based on that hope. 
Sick w pandemic:
This too shall pass. God will get you through it. 
Wisdom.

On which side of the ”Jordan River” are you on?
Have you gotten stuck in hopelessness? 
Are you unable to see the light that shines through the darkness? Are you content to stay in the darkness or do you have hope that he has more fr you? 
Is God calling Bethany Church to be content with where we are?






3. THE CROSSING WAS AN OPPORTUNITY 
FOR HOPE TO BE REALIZED.  

• JOS. 3:10 AND JOSHUA SAID, "HERE IS HOW 
YOU SHALL KNOW THAT THE LIVING GOD IS 
AMONG YOU AND THAT HE WILL WITHOUT FAIL 
DRIVE OUT FROM BEFORE YOU THE CANAANITES, 
THE HITTITES, THE HIVITES, … (ESV) 

• CHANGED A BARRIER (RIVER) INTO A HOPE-
ANCHOR FOR THE FUTURE. 
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The Jordan crossing was an opportunity for hope to be realized. 
Hope realized.   All about the future, the challenges that the people would experience:
Josh 3:10 Here is how you shall know… what He will do in the future so that you will not be overcome with fears.

Notice God’s plan for hope to be realized.  
Prepared  the leader - Joshua with these words:
“Be strong and courageous for I am with you.” 3x in chapter 1. 
Do not depart from the law, to the right or to the left.  Meditate on it day and night so that you maybe careful to do all that it says. 1:8
Why not, 
get rid of the extra weight?
Those who cant swim should be assigned to those who can

Prepared the people with these words. 
Joshua 3:5. Consecrate yourself. 
Their proper preparation would have included extensive and rigorous ritual preparation, including thorough washings and abstinence from sexual relations and certain foods. God had instructed the Israelites in a similar way at Mount Sinai (Exod 19:5–10; see also Num 11:18).187

Prepared the priests with these words:
Go ahead the people; however, when you come to the edge of the river, stand still. 
V3:13, 15 Put your feet in the water, first, then the Waters will back up, they will stand, much like I have placed an invisible dam to hold them back. 
V 3:17. Stand in the middle of the River until everyone crosses. 

Hope was realized when the priests made it to the edge of the River.
Faith took over when they put their feet in the water, still flowing. 
Hope for the future was built one person at a time as they crossed over. 

Changed a barrier (the river) into a spiritual hope-anchor for the future.
Took 12 stones out of the middle of the dry river  bed.











APPLICATION 

A. WHICH SIDE OF THE “RIVER” ARE YOU ON 
TODAY?  HOW CAN YOU TAKE A STEP OF FAITH 
BASED ON HOPING ON HIS FUTURE FOR YOU? 

B. CONSECRATE YOURSELF. 
1. ASK HIM TO CHANGE YOUR HEART TO KNOW AND 

LOVE JESUS. 
2. PUT YOUR EYES ON JESUS OUT FRONT. 
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