
Matt 2:1-12 

• 2 COR 5:14-17 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
No time like the present. I can think of no better time than now for us to think about things in our lives we need to have a “fresh start” in. Fresh start is almost thrust upon at this time of year. For example:

Calendar. We have nothing to do w the fact that it is 2021 rather than 2020. Whether we want it to change or not, it does. In every society there is a calendars. Pretty much they all function in the same way as ours does, the “Gregorian calendar.”  It is a solar calendar based on a 365-day common year divided into 12 months of mostly regular lengths. 
Every 24 hours, darkness occurs, and a new day starts
Every 7 days, a new week starts
Every 30 days, plus or minus, a new month starts
Every 365 days, plus or minus, a new year starts
The solar system that we are a part of, functions with “new” as a part of a regular cyclical pattern.

Two types of fresh starts we can make in our lives:
Personal New Year’s Resolutions.  Act of the will. 
Personal focused.
Weight, diet, exercise, more sleep, more reading. Etc. 
Spiritual decisions; convictions. Based on what God is directing me to do. Conviction. Applies regardless of how I feel.
Examinations of our lives spiritually.
Looking at God’s purposes in our lives
Asking the HS to become our examiner

How do we make the most of what the fresh start that God wants to give us today? 

Jonny McKay reads 2 Cor 5:14-21. 

Prayer. 




1. GOD GIVES AND BLESSES FRESH 
STARTS. 

A. TIME WAS DIVIDED INTO 7 PERIODS 
B. 7TH DAY FOR REST AND CALLED IT HOLY. 
C. 1ST CALENDAR BEGAN WITH DARKNESS 

FOLLOWED BY THE DAWN OF A NEW DAY. 
THERE WAS “EVENING AND MORNING…” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
7 literal periods.
Why not just one period of creation for everything? Why break it up?
Christmas takedown too much for one day. 
Set aside one day for rest called it holy. Last day of the 7. Gets the heart and soul ready to start all over again, He gives rest, and gears us for a new day.
God does not need rest. We do. 
New day is a fresh start. 
There was evening and morning, one day.   Darkness followed by day in Hebrew calendar.  It is a “new day!” 
Forgetting yesterday helps me to start today. 
 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. (Phil. 3:13-14 ESV)
Football: 
4x to make 10 yards. Then, I get a fresh start to make 10 more.  10x to make 100 yards and score a touchdown.



• 2 COR. 5:14-15 FOR THE LOVE OF CHRIST 
CONTROLS US, BECAUSE WE HAVE CONCLUDED 
THIS: THAT ONE HAS DIED FOR ALL, THEREFORE 
ALL HAVE DIED; 15 AND HE DIED FOR ALL, THAT 
THOSE WHO LIVE MIGHT NO LONGER LIVE FOR 
THEMSELVES BUT FOR HIM WHO FOR THEIR SAKE 
DIED AND WAS RAISED. (ESV) 
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Presentation Notes
In Christ, I get a fresh set of downs every day.  [In Jesus Christ, God gives me a brand new day, every day.]
The reason why the love of Christ controls us is that:
Christ died.  (v 14).
All died. 
Therefore, I died. 
Romans 6:23.  The wages of sin is death. There must be a death for the life long wrongs of the worst of us.
My death is the doorway thru which a new day dawns.
Therefore, I am reconciled to God bc my sins are taken away. I am forgiven of my sins. V 5:21
My past does not control me. As a Christ-follower, I have the right to a future not defined by my past failures, stumbles or decisions. 

All this is from God:
 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; (2 Cor. 5:18 ESV)



2. GOD LOVES NEW. HE HAS DECLARED 
HIS VIEW IN THE WORK OF JESUS. 

• 2 COR. 5:17  THEREFORE, IF ANYONE IS IN CHRIST, 
HE IS A NEW CREATION. THE OLD HAS PASSED 
AWAY; BEHOLD, THE NEW HAS COME. (ESV) 

• GREEK: 
• “NEW” - “KAINOS” 
• “CREATION” - “KTISMOS” 
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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. (2 Cor. 5:17 ESV)
New – Kainos. fresh, … previously non-existent; far different from what was before
Creation – Ktisma. A thing created. Used of individual beings; used of a man regenerated through Christ, transformed into a new creature by divine power to a moral newness of soul. 

God likes new. It is the work of his hands. But we must make it our own. “If anyone is in Christ.”
Therefore, in Christ, I am transformed into a new creature by the divine power of God. Outside effect. 
I am something I was not before. 
I am transformed into a far different person than I was before. 
New Creation in Christ.
 I am a recipient of an act of God upon myself. 
Baptism:
Buried w Christ in baptism into death
Raised w Christ in newness of life.
 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. (Rom. 6:4 ESV)
New wine is for new wineskins.
Lords Supper:
“new covenant” in my blood. 1 Cor 11:25
As often as we drink it, we proclaim his “death until he comes.” 
Salvation:
Born again, anew, from above, by the Spirit.
 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, (Tit. 3:5 ESV)





3. MY “FRESH START” BRINGS A 
NEW LIFE-PURPOSE. 

• 2 COR. 5:14-15 … BECAUSE WE HAVE 
CONCLUDED THIS: THAT ONE HAS DIED FOR 
ALL, THEREFORE ALL HAVE DIED; AND HE DIED 
FOR ALL, THAT THOSE WHO LIVE MIGHT NO 
LONGER LIVE FOR THEMSELVES BUT FOR HIM 
WHO FOR THEIR SAKE DIED AND WAS RAISED.  
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My fresh start brings a new life purpose.
No longer live for myself but for Christ.

How do we live for ourselves?
I am entitled.
I am the center of my world. 
I have rights. Don’t tell me to where a mask. I am free to do as I choose.
Husbands focused on what they want rather than what others want.
Hold on to my angers; unforgiveness.

Forces me to ask myself this question:
For whom do I really live my life for? For Christ or for myself?

How am I living my life for Christ as I open this New Year?
My home?
My school?
My work?

Make the most of my fresh start, what is the HS saying to your right now?

Lords Supper Here.




4. WE MUST CHANGE OUR 
PERSPECTIVE TO LINE UP WITH HIS. 

• FOR THE LOVE OF CHRIST CONTROLS US, 
BECAUSE WE HAVE CONCLUDED THIS: … 
THEREFORE, IF ANYONE IS IN CHRIST, HE IS A 
NEW CREATION. THE OLD HAS PASSED AWAY; 
BEHOLD, THE NEW HAS COME. (2 COR. 5:14, 
17 ESV) 
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Change my perspective:
Old has to pass away. 
From me first, to you first. 
From my having the last word, to you having the last word.
From me criticizes others to supporting others.
Acts of kindness and encouragement instead of words of judging.
Bad habits have to die before new habits can be started. 
Beard
Food
Exercise

How or why? The love of Christ controls us:
I have decided to follow Jesus. To take up his perspective as my own. I am new in Christ. 
The old has passed … the new has come.
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