
LUKE 2:8-18 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Context: Our series is entitled “Finding My Way to the Manger.” Today’s Scripture reading includes some who did just that – they found their way to the Manger. It takes place in the fields outside Bethlehem, a city located today in the West Bank, Palestine, a population of around 25,000. The primary means of commerce is tourism bc of the presence of the Church of the Nativity, the traditional place of the birth of Jesus Christ, initially build in the year 330 AD by Constantine the Great, Emperor of Rome, whose mother, Helena, came to know the child whose birth is the reason fro the church. 

As we enter the text, Jesus has just been born to Mary. The shepherds are in the fields watching their sheep. They are on the job, not sleeping like Joseph was when he had his dream from an angel. They are likely hired hands as opposed to the owners of the sheep. In this day and time, owners were asleep in their beds. The low income shepherds were the ones who looked after sheep in the cold of night. 

Paul Choa reads.

Prayer. 




1. WHY SEND A MESSENGER UNLESS 
THE MESSAGE WAS IMPORTANT? 

A. IN-PERSON ANGEL:  ZECHARIAH, MARY, 
SHEPHERDS, JOSEPH (DREAM) 

B. STARS AND SCIENCE: MAGI – MEN OF SCIENCE  
C. AFTER RESURRECTION - THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
D. TODAY - THE “CALLED” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why use a messenger angel unless God wants to speak to us?
Ever sent a letter w only a blank piece of paper?
Ever put a  gift under a tree wo a name on it?
Debbie’s card –messages matter. 

5 messengers each w a similar message designed for the recipient:
In-person Angel:  Zechariah, Mary, Shepherds, Joseph (dream)
Stars and science: Magi – men of science 
The Scriptures – Prophecies fulfilled 
After resurrection - The Holy Spirit.
The “called”





2. WHY “SIGN HIS NAME” UNLESS HIS 
IDENTITY MATTERED? 

• MIC. 5:2 BUT YOU, O BETHLEHEM EPHRATHAH, 
WHO ARE TOO LITTLE TO BE AMONG THE CLANS OF 
JUDAH, FROM YOU SHALL COME FORTH FOR ME 
ONE WHO IS TO BE RULER IN ISRAEL, WHOSE 
COMING FORTH IS FROM OF OLD, FROM ANCIENT 
DAYS. (ESV) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Whose groceries? Delivered to wrong door. 
Whose child is this?
Micah 5:2





3. WHY SPEAK IN “STORY” UNLESS HE 
WANTS TO CONNECT?  

A. MARY TREE. 
B. BETHLEHEM TREE. 
C. SHEPHERDS TREE. 
D. ANGEL TREE. 

E. MAGI TREE. 
F. CROSS TREE. 
G. LIFE – RESURRECTION 

TREE. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lk. 2:17-18  When they had seen this, they made known the statement which had been told them about this Child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at the things which were told them by the shepherds. (NAU)J

Jesus came as story. Stories help us connect with others, communicate ideas, and imagine life's possibilities. ... Even the most basic stories have a beginning, middle, and end. 
Begins in Bethlehem to parents, Joseph and Mary.
Middle is life in ministry, 3 years in Judea and Samaria.
Ends on the cross/resurrection.

Story speaks. It speaks bc God wants to be known. God wants to:
Connect with us. 
Communicate with us.
Save us from the lustiness of the world we live in
Open the door of eternity to us. 





4. WHY INVITE “BAD” MEN UNLESS THE 
STORY COULD CHANGE THEM? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Their demons?
You are unclean. Why would God send an angel to you?
You stink. Do you think the mother of the newborn will want you near her baby?
You are so ignorant. How do you think you are going to find a baby, much less, one born in a manger?

 When did they find out the angels were sent to no one else?





THE “PERSONAL DEMONS” IN THE MINDS 
OF SHEPHERDS. 

• LAWS OF COMMERCE.  RELIGIOUS LAW PROHIBITED THE 
PURCHASE OF WOOL, MILK OR KIDS FROM SHEPHERDS IN OPEN 
FIELDS.  

• LAWS OF TESTIMONY. THE TESTIMONY OF A SHEPHERD WAS NOT 
ADMISSIBLE AS EVIDENCE IN A COURT CASE OF ANY KIND. 

• LAWS OF WORSHIP. SHEPHERDS WERE NOT ALLOWED TO WORSHIP 
WITHOUT FIRST BEING RITUALLY “WASHED AND CLEANSED” BY 
RABBIS. 

• JOACHIM JEREMIAS – JERUSALEM IN THE TIME OF JESUS. 



• JN. 10:11-12  I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD. THE 
GOOD SHEPHERD LAYS DOWN HIS LIFE FOR THE 
SHEEP. 12 HE WHO IS A HIRED HAND AND NOT A 
SHEPHERD, WHO DOES NOT OWN THE SHEEP, SEES 
THE WOLF COMING AND LEAVES THE SHEEP AND 
FLEES, AND THE WOLF SNATCHES THEM AND 
SCATTERS THEM. (ESV) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The point is that the men in the fields had no concern for the sheep they were hired to shepherd. I have often wondered why they seemed to have not even a second thought about the sheep left behind in the field. Perhaps, it is just like Jesus puts it in v 12. The Shepherd did not own the sheep. He did not care what happened to them. 



BAD MEN CHANGED TO GOOD IMPACT 
OTHERS FOR CHRIST. 

• LK. 2:18 AND ALL WHO HEARD IT WONDERED AT 
WHAT THE SHEPHERDS TOLD THEM.  

• LK. 2:20 AND THE SHEPHERDS RETURNED, 
GLORIFYING AND PRAISING GOD FOR ALL THEY HAD 
HEARD AND SEEN, AS IT HAD BEEN TOLD THEM.  



5. WHY “WORKING SHEPHERDS” UNLESS HE IS 
WORTH MORE? 

• LK. 2:15-16 WHEN THE ANGELS HAD GONE AWAY FROM 
THEM INTO HEAVEN, THE SHEPHERDS BEGAN SAYING TO ONE 
ANOTHER, "LET US GO STRAIGHT TO BETHLEHEM THEN, AND 
SEE THIS THING THAT HAS HAPPENED WHICH THE LORD HAS 
MADE KNOWN TO US." 16 SO THEY CAME IN A HURRY AND 
FOUND THEIR WAY TO MARY AND JOSEPH, AND THE BABY 
AS HE LAY IN THE MANGER.  



6. WHY A SEARCH UNLESS WE MUST 
DO THE SAME?  

• LK. 2:15-16 WHEN THE ANGELS HAD GONE AWAY FROM 
THEM INTO HEAVEN, THE SHEPHERDS BEGAN SAYING TO ONE 
ANOTHER, "LET US GO STRAIGHT TO BETHLEHEM THEN, AND 
SEE THIS THING THAT HAS HAPPENED WHICH THE LORD HAS 
MADE KNOWN TO US." 16 SO THEY CAME IN A HURRY AND 
FOUND THEIR WAY TO MARY AND JOSEPH, AND THE BABY 
AS HE LAY IN THE MANGER. (NAU) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Shepherds do not have the time. They are working.
There is a cost of going – the sheep are left out in the open, unattended.
They are only given two clues for the search:
The city
Child in a manger, an oddity. The oddity is their sign. 



APPLICATIONS 
1. DO YOU HAVE SOME “DEMONS” TO DENY SO 

YOU CAN BEGIN YOUR SEARCH?  
2. DO YOU NEED TO COME IN THE MIDST OF A 

BUSY LIFE, JUST AS YOU ARE?  
3. WHAT IF YOU LAID ASIDE YOUR DOUBTS AND 

JUST STARTED YOUR SEARCH? LET GOD FIND 
YOU! 
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