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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As we enter the text, Jesus and his parents are now in a home, still in Bethlehem. About 18 months have gone by.  Jesus is a normal toddler doing the things that toddlers do. A knock occurs on their door, at night. Imagine Joseph's surprise as he opens the door to be greeted by royalty who wish to worship the one who has been born king of the Jews. 

How can a story that occurred 2000 years ago influence whether you and I bow before him itoday n worship? 

Raja Konda reads.

Prayer. 
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*  WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT THE MAGI.

A. ADVISORS TO KINGS. GEN 41:8, DANIEL 2:27, 4:6, 5:7;
ISAIAH47:13

B. EDUCATED: MEDICINE, SCIENCE, STARS.

C. SPIRITUAL ADVISORS (PRIESTS?) TO PEOPLES OF NON-
ABRAHAMIC FAITH. DANIEL 5:7-8. STARS WERE THEIR
“HoLy Book”
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Presentation Notes
Their occupation?. 
Advised kings in the interpretation of dreams; success in battles; based upon interpretation of the stars and dreams. The affairs of history were reflected by the stars. 
The educated; Medical doctors, scientists
Spiritual advisors to pagan peoples; Priests? 
Stars were their “Holy Book”
The religion of Media Persia was Zoroastrianism. These men were likely priests in this religion. Daniel was a prince and chief among this very class of men. 



1. GOD’S INVITATION TO THE “MANGER™ IS
ALL-INCLUSIVE.

A. THE LEAST LIKELY TO COME WERE THE ONES WHO DID.

B. THEY CAME FREELY. NO ONE IS COMPELLED. (JEWISH
RELIGIOUS LEADERS REJECTED THE INVITATION).

C. EVEN “ENEMIES” GOT AN INVITATION - JESUS SAID,
“LOVE YOUR ENEMIES AND PRAY FOR THOSE...”


Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you will come, you will get an invitation. 
Magis were the last to show up; yet, the invitation was sent out on the night of birth:
Star appeared in the East on the night of birth. 2:2
2:16 Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he became very enraged, and sent and slew all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its environs, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had ascertained from the magi. (Matt. 2:16; cf 2:7)
Those least likely to come were those who did come.
Longest journey
Most expensive
Most dangerous
Gentiles come to worship a Jewish king. Rom 15:12
Up and Out – 
Men of science and intellect: Matt 11:25, “25 At that time Jesus answered and said, "I praise Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou didst hide these things from the wise and intelligent and didst reveal them to babes.

Those most likely to come didn’t show. 
Jews – wouldn’t come. 2:3;  John 1:5
Chief priests and scribes. 2:5.  

They came freely. No one was compelled.
Jesus coming into Jerusalem, religious leaders rebuked Jesus bc his followers were worshipping him;  Luke 19:40, If these be silent, the very stones will cry out.”
Christ does not force himself upon anyone; but all do not reject him and to those who will receive him, he will come.
Persians in Jerusalem? Why send an ancient enemy an invitation to come?
Jesus said, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.  MTT 5:44
From the East. Enemies of God’s people. 

Truth of the invitation:
Rev. 7:9-10 ESV) After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!" (
Daniel 7:10 "A river of fire was flowing And coming out from before Him; Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, And myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; (Dan. 7:10 NAU)


Application:
The invitation is all-inclusive. There is none excluded. He will not compel. .
Happened upon the website. You are thinking to yourself – 
“Everyone but me.” 
You don’t know what I have done. I would have to give up too much. I don’t know if I can do that. 
Magi probably said the same thing. 
Why would God want to know me? To forgive me? To give me a fresh start?
I am your “star in the sky” inviting you to come to Jesus
Listened to CMAS sermons for last four weeks:
You felt the nudge to repent; to turn to God; to seek him with the same heart that the magi had to have to begin such an arduous journey. 
I am your “star in the sky” inviting you to come to Jesus. 






e AFTER THIS | LOOKED, AND BEHOLD, A GREAT
MULTITUDE THAT NO ONE COULD NUMBER, FROM
EVERY NATION, FROM ALL TRIBES AND PEOPLES
AND LANGUAGES, STANDING BEFORE THE THRONE
AND BEFORE THE LAMB, CLOTHED IN WHITE
ROBES, WITH PALM BRANCHES IN THEIR HANDS, 10
AND CRYING OUT WITH A LOUD VOICE, "SALVATION

BELONGS TO OUR GOD WHO SITS ON THE THRONE,
AND TO THE LAMB!" (REV. 7:9-10 ESV)



2. THE INVITATION IS ALL-INCLUSIVE; BUT THE
LANGUAGEIS “ME-SPECIFIC.

AFTER LISTENING TO THE KING, THEY WENT
ON THEIR WAY. AND BEHOLD, THE STAR THAT
THEY HAD SEEN WHEN IT ROSE WENT BEFORE
THEM UNTIL IT CAME TO REST OVER THE
PLACE WHERE THE CHILD WAS. 'O WHEN THEY
SAW THE STAR, THEY REJOICED EXCEEDINGLY
WITH GREAT JOY. (MATT. 2:9-10 ESV)
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Notice the “language” he used to reach “star gazers”:
Their occupation – stars. He reached them thru their language. Stars were the language of the Magi. Me-specific.
He will use your language so you can find him:
Your own hopes and desires. 
Thru a football.
Event evangelism.
Sight and sound sensitive culture.
Jesus reached Simon Peter w a catch of fish.
A curiosity; an accidental appearing
A pastor, a worship leader
Your friend, husband, wife, co-worker
God used their “knowledge, gifts, and resources” to get them started. 
 
Each revelation required a step of faith; “stewardship.”
The star disappeared after they first set out. 
After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. (Matt. 2:9-10 ESV)
Logical choice: Where do you find a child born as king of the Jews? 
They acted on the information they received.
2:4-5
What has God revealed to you that he is waiting for you to act upon?
You must step in faith w what you have before he will give you more.




3. ITISIN THE JOURNEY, THE SEARCH, THAT
HEARTS ARE CHANGED.

A. OCCUPATIONAL INTEREST — ASTRONOMERS;
* BEGAN BY SIMPLY FOLLOWING A STAR.
* WHEN DID THE JOURNEY CHANGE THEIR HEARTS?

B. WORSHIP. V 2:2, 2:8 (HEROD), 2:11.
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Presentation Notes

They left with an occupational purpose to find the king revealed by the stars. 
Intellectual pursuit.
Pagan astrologer wants to go for one reason – intellectual pursuit. 
Gatlinburg: Figurine – bald man, glasses, sitting at a small table studying an open book.
CPA studying a tax code.
1st night they see the start. 2nd night it is gone.
At what night did the pursuit of the mind (I would like to be able to say that know this king) change to a pursuit of the heart? To worship?
18 months of cold nights;  to hot nights; headed to Jerusalem - searching for the King.
When the star reappears there is a noticeable reaction.  2:10
Herod used the right word but never left the comfort of his palace.
It is not in using the right words that are hearts are revealed but in the act of searching.
What is the nature of your pursuit?





APPLICATION

1. WHAT IS GOD SAYING TO YOU THROUGH THE STEPS
TAKEN BY THE MAGI? WHAT HAS HE REVEALED THAT YOU
MUST TAKE ACTION UPON?

* BOW IN PRAYER BEFORE HIM AND COMMIT TO A STEP OF
OBEDIENCE TODAY.
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