
Receiving the Mission 
Matthew 28:16- 20 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Great Commission of Jesus Jesus hands over the torch in ministry to his followers.Athletics: Relay race; 4 x 100 meters.Hand off the baton in the exchange zone.Great Commission:Started at the ascensionWas empowered at Pentecost Race is run by the followers of Jesus as each believers seeks to make another disciple.How are we running the race?Prayer.Read Scripture.



Matt. 28:18-20 And Jesus came and 
said to them, "All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. 19 Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 

teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. ...  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It seems a strange way to commission your disciples:Jesus once again comes to them.He does not rebuke them for their doubts.He establishes his right to do what he is about to do.All – (after all, he is the Risen Jesus, Eph 1:20-23; the resurrection is the vindication of his words and deeds)The whole of the created order, in heaven and earth. God is not created but everything else is, including the forces of darkness.Matt 9:6, Authority to forgive sins.Daniel 7:14. And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. (Dan. 7:14 ESV) All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. (Matt. 11:27 ESV) The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand. (Jn. 3:35 ESV)Authority – the power or right to give orders, make decisions, and enforce obedience.a person or organization having power or control in a particular, typically political or administrative, sphere.Given to me.Therefore….Jesus is their leader. He can commission them bc he has been given the right to do so by God himself.The emphasis in the commission thus falls not on the initial proclamation of the gospel but more on the arduous task of nurturing into the experience of discipleship, an emphasis that is strengthened and explained by the instruction “teaching them to keep all that I have commanded” in v. 20a. To be made a disciple in Matthew means above all to follow after righteousness as articulated in the teaching of Jesus Hagner, D. A. (1995).  (Vol. 33B, p. 887). Dallas: Word, Incorporated.



Review - What is a “Disciple”? 

• One who accepts and assists in 
spreading the doctrines of another. 
• According to Merriam Webster. 

 
• And “comes after Jesus” – Luke 

9:23 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Accepts the teachings of Jesus. Repents and believes in the name of Jesus for forgiveness of sins and receives the gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:38Assists in spreading the teachings of Jesus. Matt 28:19-20. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of …, teaching them to observe…Follows Jesus - One who comes after Jesus is one whose life is modeled after that of Jesus.Luke 9:23, And he said to all, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.  And He said to him, "'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.' 38 “…  39 "The second is like it, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' (Matt. 22:37-39 NAS)34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. (Jn. 13:34 NAS)



1. A disciple abides in the Word. 

• “… If you abide in My word, then 
you are truly disciples of Mine; 32 

and you shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free." (Jn. 
8:31-32 NAS) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before I go, I must become a disciple. A believer is not necessarily a disciple. A true disciple is one who abides.If there is a “true” then by implication there is a believer who is not really a disciple. A Disciple of Jesus:Abides in the teachings of Jesus. Abide translates “continue” (“meno”, remain, continue, abide)To open the word, To study the word,Memorize the word. 30 Days with Jesus. ON the way to the top of the mountain:Jesus started there.Disciples started in valley. 



2. A disciple has discovered truth in 
the teachings of Christ. 

 • “… If you abide in My word, then 
you are truly disciples of Mine; 32 

and you shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free." (Jn. 
8:31-32 NAS) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A disciple – knows the truth of Jesus. Discovers the truth in Jesus’ teachings. How can one “accept the teachings of another” if they do not know what those teachings are?Abiding comes with a promise:You will know the truth and the truth will set you free. If then:If Abide… Then you will know truth.



• Jn. 14:16-18 "And I will ask the 
Father, and He will give you another 
Helper, …; that is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, 
because it does not behold Him or 
know Him, but you know Him 
because He abides with you, and 
will be in you.  (NAS) 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A disciple – knows the truth of Jesus. Discovers the truth giver – the Holy Spirit.



3. A disciple - obeys the 
commands of Christ. 

 
• Matt 28:20  … teaching them to observe 

all that I have commanded you. ...  
• John 14:15, 21; 15:10 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Obeys the commands of Christ.V 20. Teaching them to observe all that I have commanded youJoh 14:21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him." Joh 14:15 "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. Joh 15:10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 



4. A disciple has found the way to 
the mountain.  

• Mountain –  
1. A place to meet Jesus. 
2. Free from distractions. 
3. See the beauty of God’s plan. 
4. Journey to reach the peak. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A disciple has found the way to the mountain.Mountain is a place of spiritual decision:Mountains in Matt. 7xThe Sermon on the Mount (5:1) Matt 4:8 (where he met the devil)Matt 14:23 (where Jesus departed for extended prayer)Matt 15:29 (where he met the crowds for healing and preaching)Matt 17:1 (took Peter, James, John; was transfigured; high mountain; joined by Moses and Elijah, God spoke, “this is my beloved son, with whim I am well pleased, listen to him)Matt 24:3 (Mt of Olives, where he met w disciples frequently)Matt 26:30 (Mt of Olives – Garden of Geth??).Come as you are to the mountain.  Just come.V 28:17, They worshipped him but some doubted.No rebuke for the doubters. 40 days after:Peter’s denial 3x.Their running away in fear, except John. Thomas’ unbelief.Before he said “Go,” he said “come.”How can someone answer Christ’s command to Go, unless he first comes?Expect Jesus to meet you at the mountain.Matt 28:18, Jesus came to them.In spite of their doubts, confusions. And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. (Heb. 11:6 ESV).Jesus chose the place. V 16  Mark 3:13MLK Jr – civil rights activist: Believer who made his way to the mountaintop – God revealed the promised land – he led us to it. I have been to the mountaintopI have seen the promised land. "I Have a Dream" is a public speech that was delivered by American civil rights activist Martin Luther King Jr. during the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom on August 28, 1963, in which he called for civil and economic rights and an end to racism in the United States. Delivered to over 250,000 civil rights supporters from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.CAbraham Lincoln – 1/1/1863, Emancipation Proclamation that changed the legal status of 3.5 million slaves. The negro is still not free; “by arguing that racial justice is also in accord with God's will. Thus, the rhetoric of the speech provides redemption to America for its racial sins.[32] King describes the promises made by America as a "promissory note" on which America has defaulted. He says that "America has given the Negro people a bad check", but that "we've come to cash this check" by marching in Washington, D.C.”



5. A disciple bears fruit in the 
service of the Lord. 

• Matt 28:19-20 Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded 
you. ...  
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