
Acts 9:10-18 
Called and Gifted for Christ 
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Context:ESV Acts 8:1 And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. Stephen – 1st martyrPaul (not Saul) Approving coat holder for the first martyr of the Church. Ask for letters to Damascus. Act 9:3Damascus RoadON his way to Damascus, on the road, the blinding light from heaven appears. V 3. Falling to the ground, Saul hears a voice, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” “Who are you, Lord,” replied Saul. “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting,“ came the reply. “But rise, and enter the city, and you will be told what to do.” v 6. The men who were with him were speechless. They heard the voice but saw no one. V7Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were open, he saw nothing. So they took him by hand and led him to Damascus. After 3 days, he was still wo sight, and ate no food or water. Ananias, a disciple living in the city, had a vision one night. The Lord tells him to go to the street called “Straight,” and at the house of Judas look for a man from Tarsus named Saul. He is praying. V10-11. Read Scripture:Patty C in 10a



• What are “spiritual” gifts? 

A. Spiritual gifts – gifts given to every believer 
by our Lord for the purpose of serving 
other believers and the world within which 
we live, in His name. 
• Adapted from “Uniquely You,” Mel Carbonel.  

B. Not physical talents, DNA. 
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Greek – “charismatos” “as a concrete manifestation of grace in the form of extraordinary powers given to individuals.”Spiritual gifts – gifts given to every believer by our Lord for the purpose of serving other believers and the world within which we live, in His nameNot given at physical birth but at spiritual birth.Have to be discovered.



• Some spiritual gifts (Romans 12:8, Eph 4:11): 

1.Administration 8.Prayer 
2.Teaching/preaching 9.Leadership 
3.Healing, miracles 10.Mercies 
4.Exhortation 11.Serving  
5.Evangelism 12.Giving 
6.Faith  13.Hospitality 
7.Discernment 14.Other 



• Paul was “shaped” to accomplish God’s 
purposes. 

1. Spiritual gifts. 
2. Heart. 
3. Abilities/talents. 
4. Personality. 
5. Experience. 

 
“Uniquely You,” by Mels Carbonell 
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Paul’s SHAPE:Spiritual gifts.Preacher, teacher.Healings, AdministrationLeaderHeart.for God. “Acts 9:1-2Jews. And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, "It was necessary that the word of God be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. (Acts 13:46 ESV)Gentiles. Talents:Writer.Not a public speaker.Intellectual. To speak with the Greeks in Athens. Personality.Determined.Headstrong.Wouldn’t give up.Courageous. Not a people pleaser.Experience.Persecutor of Christians. For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. (1 Cor. 15:9 ESV)Powerful conversion story.



1. Chosen instrument with the future in 
mind. 

• But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a 
chosen instrument of mine to carry my 
name before the Gentiles and kings and the 
children of Israel. For I will show him how 
much he must suffer for the sake of my 
name." (Acts 9:15-16 ESV) 

• Gal 1:15, Jer 1:5, 2 Tim 1:9 
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Chosen with the future in mind.But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. (Acts 9:15 ESV)“chosen” – from before birth, by God’s grace: Gal. 1:15 But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace, (ESV) Jer. 1:5 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations." (ESV)2 tim 1:9



• 2 Tim. 1:9  who saved us and called us to a 
holy calling, not because of our works but 
because of his own purpose and grace, 
which he gave us in Christ Jesus before 
the ages began,  

• Matt. 25:14-15 – gifted according to ability.  
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2 Tim. 1:9  who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, (ESV)Chosen, not because of what we have done, but because of who we are, and how, who we are can accomplish the works of God. Matt. 25:14-15 14 "For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. (ESV)



2. So that he might bear fruit through his 
suffering and conversion. 

• Acts 9:16 …. For I will show him how much 
he must suffer for the sake of my name." 

• Jn. 15:16 You did not choose me, but I chose 
you and appointed you that you should go 
and bear fruit and that your fruit should 
remain, … 
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Chosen and gifted to bear fruit through his suffering and conversion.From persecutor to persecuted:And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God." 21 And all who heard him were amazed and said, "Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?" (Acts 9:20-21 ESV)Acts 26:18-19  to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.' 19 "Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, (ESV) … And Agrippa said to Paul, "In a short time would you persuade me to be a Christian?" 29 And Paul said, "Whether short or long, I would to God that not only you but also all who hear me this day might become such as I am-- except for these chains." (Acts 26:28-29 ESV)Jn. 15:16



S piritual Gifts 

H eart/interest 

A bilities/talents 

P ersonality 

E xperience 

3. Each of us has a: 

Mels Carbonell – Uniquely You 



How do I discover my spiritual gifts? 

1. What do you have? 
• a heart for?  
• an interest in? 
• a talent or ability to do? 
• experience in - sufferings, failures; 

heartbreaks?  
• mercies, compassions? 

2. Try, experiment, knock on doors. 



Next step. 
1. Go to www.uniquelyyou.org    

• "Register" 
• Obtain a personal activation code: 

• contact tjohnson@yourbethany.org. 
• Activate the code and take the tests. 
• Share your test results. 

2. Ask God to give you an open door. 
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