
Matt 1:1-2; 5-6; 14-16  
Then You Will Know … 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Context.
The first verse that we will read in a moment goes this way, “The record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ…” What a way to begin the story of Jesus. With a list of ancestors? Does that not seem awful boring to you? 

Debbie has spent a lot of work in researching her family tree. Literally hours. To say the least it has been interesting in fact. She has learned the following about her ancestors:
She is related to ?
She had a relative who was arrested and placed in stocks…
She found this picture of one of her distant relatives: 

If I could choose who my relatives were, I don’t think I would chose these two. Of course, I don’t have the power to choose and neither do you. 

But God does. He had the power to choose the ancestors of His Son. So then the long list that is included in Matt 1 are not there by happenstance. They are there because of his choice. 

Read Scripture. Laura Fortney

Prayer.






A series of related 
past events; a 

narrative. 

A STORY…  
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Let me begin by reviewing our definition of “story.”
A series of related past events; a narrative. 
Birth narrative is the events that lead to the birth of Jesus Christ. 
Gospels are in story form. 
Timeless in application
Relate to story better than we do to instruction.






1. God’s stories 
have a purpose – 
“Then you will 
know that I am 
he ...” 
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God’s stories have a purpose – “Then you will know that I am he … ”
Have you ever  tried to get to know someone who didn’t want to be known? Maybe a neighbor? A coworker or someone who sits next to you in Spanish class? You might do everything you can to strike up a conversation but for some reason, it like every time you see them they are hurrying to their car, they next class, to avoid a conversation. After awhile, you give up.

God is not like that. 
“Then you will know” … 21 verses; 2 in the NT; 17x in reference to something happening and by the event you know that the one who is doing it is God.  

“Then you will know” … 21 verses in Bible; 2 in the NT; 17x in reference to something happening, and by that event, you know that the one who is doing it is God.  Most of the occurrences are in the book of Ezekiel, a book that foretells of the fall of Jerusalem. But the people couldn’t believe that Jerusalem would ever fall. God said – I am telling you in advance so that when it does fall, you will know that I am God.
Joseph is the husband of Mary, not the father of Jesus.
(Matt. 1:16 NAU)  16 Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah. (Matt. 1:16 NAU)
So the list has one primary objective. To reveal the stories of people that God chose to give an honorable mention bc of some characteristic, fact or circumstance in their story. God wants their story to speak to you and me today. 
Abraham at the top? Heb 11:8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.  


If there ever was a passage of Scripture that only served to tell a story, it would be the genealogy of Jesus Christ. 




So Jesus said to them, "When 
you have lifted up the Son of 
Man, then you will know that I am 
he, … (Jn. 8:28 ESV) 
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Notice John 8:28:
The event, the “lifting up” – crucifixion.
How will they know that Jesus is the Savior when he dies on a cross?
Resurrection follows.
Isaiah 53:
But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned-- every one-- to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. …  10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. … 12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors. (Isa. 53:12 ESV)
Death is supposed to end it all for each of us.
It did not. Death was the beginning, not the end.





Thus says the LORD: "Let not the 
wise man boast in his wisdom, let not 
the mighty man boast in his might, let 
not the rich man boast in his riches, 
24 but let him who boasts boast in 
this, that he understands and knows 
me, that I am the LORD …." (Jer. 9:23-
24 ESV) 
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Jeremiah sums it up from God’s perspective pretty well. The one who boasts should not boast in his intellect, wisdom, strength or might, or riches; rather, let him boast that he understands and knows me.
The stories of people just like you and me, stories that God selects to be included in the chapters of the life of the ancestors of his son, all tell the story of who he is. 

Abraham. Think for a moment of the name at the top of the list:
Not bc of his personal righteousness.
2 x he gave over his wife to a king so he would not die. She was beautiful. Abram said she was his sister.
At his wife’s insistence, he fathers a child, Ishmael, through his barren wife’s handmaiden, Hagar. He does so instead of waiting on God to deliver on his promise to bring him the promised son. 
Not bc of his 
Abraham would say to us:
God keeps his promises. 
He is worth waiting on.
Stay the course that he put you on, in spite of the interruptions to service. 
He defines personal righteousness by what you do but by who you believe.
Abraham believed and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.



2. God’s stories 
reveal that divine 
intervention is 
His specialty.  
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God’s stories reveal that divine intervention is His specialty.
The barren wives of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Their wives are barren:
Abraham/Sarah, 
Isaac/Rebekah, 
Jacob/Rachel
They all had children by divine intervention. 
If any of these women could speak today, here is what they would say: 
God healed me. 
He heard my cries for deliverance, 
He intervened to accomplish his divine purpose. 
You and I need God’s hand to accomplish his divine purpose in our lives.
Divine intervention:
Barrenness, childlessness, 
Find a spouse for me
Find a job for me
Direct me into His will 
In Abraham’s promised son. 
Just take for example the second verse, “Abraham was the father of Isaac.” Abraham’s first born was not Isaac but Ishmael. Why isn’t Ishmael’s name listed? Because he was not the chosen son, Isaac was. 
Isaac’s two sons – Jacob and Esau, twins, the first-born being Esau. Why isn’t Esau’s name in the list instead of Jacob. Because God chose Jacob before they were even born. 



3. God’s stories 
reveal He loves 
to restore the 
broken to 
wholeness.  
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God’s stories reveal His heart for those who are broken.
Four broken women strangely included in the family line of Jesus:
Tamar –  a 2x widow denied her legal right to a husband/son bc her father-in-law, Judah, refused to give her his 3rd son in marriage. She poses as a prostitute by whom he passes on the roadside. He has relations w her not knowing she is his daughter-in-law. He leaves personal items as surety that he will return to pay her. She becomes pregnant with his twins, Perez and Zerah; Perez, is included in the ancestral line of Jesus Christ. Gen 38.
Rahab – a prostitute living on the wall of the city of Jericho, the first city the people of Israel encountered in their march into the Promised Land. A wall so thick that Rahab lived as a prostitute in the wall. When two Jewish spies come to spy the city and determine its weak points for battle, their presence was discovered. She had them under the hay on her roof. IN return, they agreed to save anyone who was in her house on the day of battle. Her obligation – to tie a scarlet thread out of her widow. Anyone inside would be spared. Rahab did so and she and her entire family are spared from annihilation. Rahab, who no doubt, became a harlot to save herself becomes the savior to save her family. God refusing to allow even her sin to punish her on the day of redemption. 
Ruth – a Gentile, a foreigner, a barren widow, who saved her mother-in-law, Naomi from death and despair, an in turn becomes the great grandmother of David the King.
Wife of Uriah – the unnamed woman taken to bed by a king. 
(2 Sam. 11:4 ESV)  4 So David sent messengers and took her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she had been purifying herself from her uncleanness.) Then she returned to her house. (2 Sam. 11:4 ESV)
The unnamed woman in the line of Jesus – you ever wonder why the unnamed woman was chosen to bear a son whose name was Solomon, the wisest man on the face of the earth. 


Just take for example the second verse, “Abraham was the father of Isaac.” Abraham’s first born was not Isaac but Ishmael. Why isn’t Ishmael’s name listed? Because he was not the chosen son, Isaac was. Then Isaac had two sons – Jacob and Esau, twins, the first-born being Esau. Why isn’t Esau’s name in the list instead of Jacob. Because God chose Jacob before they were even born. So then, my point is that the list is not a happenstance; rather, the list is specific to God’s choice. Romans 9:11




Come to me, all who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and lowly in 
heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light." (Matt. 11:28-30) 



4. God’s stories 
beg the 
question, “Are 
we listening”? 
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The problem is not God – but us. 
In spite of our distractions, our going in and going out, our event filled lives, God still shouts out to us in the person of Jesus to bring our hearts and minds to a place where we know the joy, the life, that is found in knowing him. 
Festival. For the singers, the Festival is a very unique experience. In the height of the ice rink, horse carriage rides, kids sitting on Santa's knee, and trying to pet the camel at the live nativity, the choir begins to sing. We open with this energy packed song that at least from where I stand is beautiful. For a moment, a brief moment, many on the grounds pause and look our way. Its almost as if you can hear their thoughts, “Hmm, that’s nice.” And, then a moment later, they go back to doing what they were doing. We keep singing. They keep doing. 
I wonder if God feels that way. Over and again, he says to us, “Then you will know that I am he…”
Then you will know that I am He… 
Why do we celebrate the birthday of Jesus 2000 years hence?
He is the greatest story humanity has ever been told.
He is the high water mark of divine intervention
He is the means whereby broken people are made whole
He is the voice that calls out to us today, “Are you listening? Then come!”




1. What is your “story”? 
When did you last tell 
your story to help 
someone come to 
Jesus? 

2. Ask God to send you 
someone this season. 

NEXT STEPS. 
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