
Romans 11:33 - 12:8 
Grace Gifts with Responsibility  
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Presentation Notes
Context:
Paul’s compassion for the lost Jews. Romans 9 – 11 is Paul’s description of the compassion God has for his own people, the Jews, who have rejected Jesus as Messiah. 
God does not waste pain.  The pain of the cross brought death, and thru death came life. But God does not waste pain, even his own pain from the rejection of his people. God uses pain. He redeems it. That is what the cross of Jesus is all about – we, by our sin, put Jesus on the cross. God redeems our sin by bringing life thru the death of Jesus. He takes our disobedience and brings life through it. When we repent and are baptized for the forgiveness of our sins, we receive the gift of the HS. The HS is the redeeming response of God and his mercy towards us.
In this case, God used the rejection of the Jewish people as an opportunity to extend mercy to the Gentiles. One closed door – the Jews, caused God to open the door to the Gentiles. God extending salvation to the Gentiles as an act of mercy. One day, god will reopen the door of mercy to the Jew again. Why? Bc he opened to the Gentiles even though we were disobedient and in sin, w received mercy. Likewise, he will one day do the same to the Jews. 

How do we respond to the mercy of God? As we open the 12th chapter, the question becomes how do you and I respond to the mercy of God. By lives devoted to him as an worship. 

Read scripture.  Romans 11:33 – 12:8

Prayer.




1. What are “spiritual” gifts? 

• Greek – “charismatos” “as a concrete 
manifestation of grace in the form of 
extraordinary powers given to individuals.” 

• Spiritual gifts – gifts given to every believer by 
our Lord for the purpose of serving other 
believers and the world within which we live, in 
His name. 

• Adapted from “Uniquely You,” Mel Carbonel.  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Greek – “charismatos” “as a concrete manifestation of grace in the form of extraordinary powers given to individuals.”
Spiritual gifts – gifts given to every believer by our Lord for the purpose of serving other believers and the world within which we live, in His name

Not given at physical birth but at spiritual birth.
Have to be discovered.



2. Why do believers receive spiritual 
gifts? 

ESV Romans 12:1 I appeal to you therefore, 
brothers, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. 
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ESV Romans 12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.

Why do believers receive spiritual gifts? 
Expression of Gods love for his children
Parents.
Because of God’s mercies to us.
Shows his beauty.
As a means to respond to God.
Equip us so we can respond in devotion to him.
Empowers us to succeed in His name.
Tools that allow us to accomplish what God has called us to accomplish.

What you are gifted to do becomes a message of what you are called to do.

To present my whole self to him.

In return, we are encourage to give our whole self to him, as an act of worship of Him; an act of devotion to him. As he has given me his mercies, so I give myself to him to be used of an by him. 



3. Spiritual gifts are given in relation to 
other members on my “team.” 

Rom. 12:4-5  For as in one body we have many 
members, and the members do not all have the 
same function, 5 so we, though many, are one 
body in Christ, and individually members one of 
another. (ESV) 
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Presentation Notes
 Greek word, “praxis,” meaning function, implying sustained activity and/or responsibility - 'function, task 

We are one “body” in Christ. We are all on the same team.
There are many parts, that is members of the team. 
Each part has a different function, a different responsibility, function and task.
Together, all the parts work in unison so that we accomplish Gods plan for the whole not just Gods plan for me. 
Unity in diversity.
Compare to a football team. 
A choir, an orchestra.





4. Why didn’t God give one person all the 
gifts? Or everybody all the gifts? 

A. Temptation to pride.  
• Rom 12:3; 12:16 

B. “Less” is “more”: 
• Interdependence. 
• Romans 12:4-6 
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Temptation to be prideful.
Rom. 12:3  For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. (ESV)
Rom 12:16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.  

Less is more.
Less creates more interdependence
Different gifts are a grace from God.
Less comparison to one another.
Less chance for jealousy among each other.
Rom. 12:4-6  For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; (ESV)










Examples of spiritual gifts (Romans 12:6-
8, Eph 4:11; 1 Cor 12:9-11) 

Romans 12:6-8: prophecy, service, teaching, 
exhortation, giving, leading, mercies. 
1 Cor 12:9-11: faith, healings, working of 
miracles, prophecy, discernment, tongues, 
interpretation of tongues. 
Ephesians 4:11: apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, shepherds, teachers. 
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Rom. 12:6-8  (NAU): 7 gifts.
 6 Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; 7 if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching;  8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

Ephesians 4:11. 5 roles.
 11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,

1 Cor 12:9-11.  7 gifts.
9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.

Mercy – an act of compassion that moves you:
To look upon another with compassion and be moved to act upon that compassion.
Heart for someone/something who has something in common with you.
Heart for some activity or group bc of your own personal experiences 
Christian Jail Ministry
Young Life
Awana 
Sunday School teacher – Debbie. 
Heart for someone who has your sickness.
Dereck and i.
Passion to help someone with a loss that you have already endured.

Gift vs need:
Need based service vs heart-based service.
We have needs for the Festival.
We have needs for ushers, helpers.
Don’t have to have the spiritual gift to:
Park cars.
Wash the dishes.
Setup tables.
You do have to have a sense of belonging so that as a member of the team, you want us to succeed in what God has called us to be and do.





5. Spiritual gifts come with a responsibility 
to use them. 

• Rom. 12:6 Having gifts that differ according 
to the grace given to us, let us use them: … 

• 1Pe 4:10 As each has received a gift, use it 
to serve one another, as good stewards of 
God's varied grace:  

• Rom 12:1, Matt 25:24 
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Rom. 12:6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: … (ESV)
1Pe 4:10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  
Rom 12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  






 
Next Step. 

1. Do you know what your spiritual gifts are? 
1. If not, ask God to open a door for your 

discovery of your gifts. 
2. If you do, are you using your gifts? 
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