
Matthew 25:14-29 
Serving Jesus 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Context:Already talked about the good news. Turns to his return, 2nd coming.Chap 24. Prophecy about the tribulationsWhat about “in the meantime:Chap 25. Parable of the 10 young women, 5 wise and prepared for the delayed return of the bridegroom. 5 foolish and not prepared for a delay.Parable of the 3 servants, what do we do now?V14. “For it will be like …” My objective today is to prepare us for “the in between time”Read scripture. Sean at 8; Paul at 10aPray.. 



1. There is a connection between serving 
him in this “life” and life in the “after-
life.” 
 A. We are accountable. 

B. “Long awaited” affirmation of Christ: 
A. Well done 
B. Good 
C. Faithful 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What are Jesus’ expectations for his followers after his departure?We are accountable for this life. Stewardship; life is a gift, a preparation for what comes after. Notice his statement - V 25:21, 23:Well done – the servant acted to the best of his ability.Good – he lived a good and moral life; righteous as defined by a good God; his behaviors were such that they reflected his Lord. Faithful – the servant is faithful, that is, he stepped out in faith, doing what the master asked him to do. He is reliable, responsible.The third servant wasted his life away.He failed to act on the expectations of his master.There is a connection between what we do with His gospel, and what he gives to us in eternity. 



2. Jesus expects his followers to carry-on 
where he left off. 

A.  Matt. 25:14 For it will be like a man going 
on a journey, who called his servants and 
entrusted to them his property. (ESV) 

B. Jn. 14:16-18 And I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Helper, to be with 
you forever, …18 I will not leave you as 
orphans; I will come to you. (ESV) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jesus is unseen but present through the actions of his followers. Notice the interaction between the servants and the master. The master leaves all of his property in the hands of his servants. He does not give it to them in the sense that he parts with his property as one would do with a gift. This is more likened to a job, an assignment, whereby an owner of property gives that property to another along with instructions. The purpose of the assignment is to do with the property precisely what the master would do with the property. Relationship is like:Employer and employeeBabysitter and parentKernan Hospital:We will take care of her. My wife. I entrust the care of her to you. Master’s property still.Master leaves his property The will of the master for his property should be the will of the servant. Master even gives the power to accomplish the task:Jn. 14:17-18  even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 18 "I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. (ESV)Summary. Jesus may not be physically present with us. Yet, we are his representatives, empowered by the HS, to do His work in the world we live in. Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.Tit 2:14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 



• Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 
them. 

• Tit 2:14 who gave himself for us to redeem us 
from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a 
people for his own possession who are zealous 
for good works.  

 



3. Jesus’ “gifts” are faith-building 
opportunities, given to each one of us. 

1. Every believer receives a “gift.”  
2. His gift is a stewardship. 
3. Will require a faith-step. 
4. Each faith-step builds upon another. 
5. Each faith-step has the potential to bring 

us into the joy of the Lord and the glory of 
Christ. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is a connection between serving him in this “life” and life in the “after-life”Jesus expects his followers to carry-on where he left off.Jesus “gifts” are doorways to His joy, given according to our abilities.Each gift:Every believer gets a gift.Gift may be:Call to serve him in some way. A Ministry.An opportunity to redeem a suffering, bad decision, a pain.An opportunity to reveal Christ in a unique way.An opportunity to use a talent for his glory.Jesus gifts are stewardships of another’s property.An opportunity to take care of his stuff.Requires an action, a step of faith.Often builds upon a prior step.Has the potential to bring us into the joy of the Lord and glory to Christ.



4. Jesus’ gifts are opportunities to serve 
others, not ourselves. 

1 Pet. 4:10-11  God has given each of you a gift 
from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them 
well to serve one another. 11 Do you have the gift 
of speaking? Then speak as though God himself 
were speaking through you. Do you have the gift 
of helping others? Do it with all the strength and 
energy that God supplies. Then everything you 
do will bring glory to God through Jesus Christ.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each of us is given.The gifts is not for me. The gifts is for another.My faith must not be in my own ability but in the person of God who has given the gift.When my faith is in the Giver rather than myself, God receives his glory, not me. Greatest evidence of my salvation is when I no longer serve my own interests but the interests of God.  Consider the actions of the 5 talent and 2 talent recipients:They acted at once.The one-talent was afraid. He buried his gift. 



• We step in faith, today, so that one day 
we may hear these words: 

1. Well done: 
1. Good and 
2. Faithful servant. 
 

Song – The Afters 
 



Next step. 

1. Memorize 1 Peter 4:10;  
1. bonus – add verse 11. 

2. Examine yourself:  
1. Are you a five-talent, two-talent, or one-

talent servant of Christ?  
2. Why not choose today to “up” your 

game? 
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