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Presentation Notes
Introduction. What messages did Jesus leave for his followers, unique to himself?John 13:1-8; 12-17, 34-35Context.1st century Judaism - Gentile slaves (not Jewish), women and children only.1 Tim 5:10, Widows not less than 60 year old, if they washed the feet of the saints. Why did John mention what Matt, Mark and Luke did not?Why did John not mention what Matt, Mk, Luke did – the Lords supper?80-90 AD, practice of L Supper to remember the work of Christ was the “norm”80-90 AD, persecution of the church under Domitian at a peakFear of death, loss of propertyChurch needed to be reminded of the command of Jesus:To serve others rather than be served.To love one another as the mark of a follower of JesusHoly Spirit’s message had different emphasis thru John: Jesus’ last night w his disciples – He gets a basin of water, and towels.He disrobes, girds himself w a towel. Servant dress. (Jesus could have washed feet wo dressing as a slave.)They (all 12) are reclining at table – leaning on their left elbow, reaching w their right hand for food, feet behind them. Jesus comes around behind them, going from left to right, he begins the process. They are stunned at what he is doing Perhaps, Peter is the first one to be washed.Over the next 30 minutes, one-by-one, they see a sight they will never forget; it is not just spoken; it is spoken and modeled. Why? Jesus – teaching point that they had not gotten yet: (John fails to mention that it was his mother and he and his brother that approached Jesus (Matt 20:20))“You are not to be like them. To them, “Kings don’t wash the feet of their slaves.”



1. Jesus gave us a new 
definition of leadership.

•John 13:14-16 If I then, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I 
have given you an example, that you also 
should do just as I have done to you. 16 Truly, 
truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater 
than his master,  …
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Holy Spirit’s message had different emphasis thru John: Jesus’ last night w his disciples – He gets a basin of water, and towels.He disrobes, girds himself w a towel. Servant dress. Humility in leadership. (Jesus could have washed feet wo dressing as a slave.)Why? After 50 years, the church and its leaders needed to be reminded of the “how” of ministry together.“Kings don’t wash the feet of their slaves.” The message of humility and service extends to not just the leadership.Greatness is not defined that way for you:Matt. 20:25-27  But Jesus called them to him and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 26 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, Do you think we in the church today have forgotten what the Holy Spirit taught us through John?Are we of the mindset that “Kings aren’t suppose to wash the feet of their servants”Have we lost this very important teaching of Jesus? Jesus calls us to serve not to be served?



• Greatness is defined by 
“washing the feet” of others.

Matt. 20:25-27  …, "You know that the rulers 
of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
great ones exercise authority over them. 26 It 
shall not be so among you. But whoever 
would be great among you must be your 
servant, 27 and whoever would be first 
among you must be your slave, 
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Washing feet is simply the metaphor that Jesus used.Humility and acts of service are its characteristics.Greatness then for a follower of Jesus Christ is not defined in the way that our world defines greatness. Greatness is defined not by how much power I have over another, or how many I have under my charge, or how big my house is or how expensive my cars are, but rather, greatness is defined by “washing the feet” of those around me.Pastor: “washing the feet” of his people – doing his very best at leading, at feeding them, at serving them.Teacher: “washing the feet” of his people – doing his very best at teaching.Husband: washing feet of his wife by serving her, not telling her what to do.Wife: washing the feet of my husband is by loving him, respecting him, building him up.Peter the disciple: “Feed my sheep”Wash the feet of the sick?By serving them in the way that best meets their needs.Business man: growing his company according to the principles of Christ not of the business world.



2. “Washing the feet” of others 
(serving) is a command.

•Jn. 13:14-15 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought to 
wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given 
you an example, that you also should do just 
as I have done to you. (ESV)
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“Washing the feet” of others (serving) is a command.You are to be like me, the Lord and Teacher. King of Kings and Lord of lords.He seems to give emphasis bc he says I am your Lord and teacher. If you think about it, the Scripture says he is “king of Kings and Lord of Lords. He is not just a “lord.” But THE Lord. “He is not just a King but THE king. If the KOK does this, then his subjects, his followers should likewise do the same.Matt. 20:28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." (ESV)



3. When we serve as He 
served, the result is 

community.

• John 13:8 Peter said to him, "You shall never 
wash my feet." Jesus answered him, "If I do 
not wash you, you have no share with me." 

•John 13:34-35
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Community is what happens when people share common attitudes, interests, goals or beliefs. They share in the same Savior.V 8, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.To be washed is likely a reference to the hour. John 12:27, defines hour as the cross of Jesus, that for which he was purposed to be born in human flesh. They share in the same mission; we are the “sent ones”: As disciples of Jesus we share in the common goal to reach the world for Jesus.John 13:16, The one who is sent is not greater than the one who sends. They share in the same command to serve one another; i.e., to wash the feet of one another. To serve rather than to be served. All 24 feet were washed. They share in the same command to love one another, that is to sacrifice for each other. Judas is identified, to all of them, as one who is not of them. He is not clean, even though his feet are washed; something they would understand later after Judas betrayed them. They shared a meal together on the last night Jesus was alive. They shared in the last supper together – wherein the meaning of Passover was transformed to represent the body and blood of Jesus. New covenant in this blood. They share in receiving the Holy Spirit together at Pentecost. He is the power that enables us to accomplish the mission of Jesus Christ. They share in their eternal destiny together as brothers and sisters in Christ and sons of God. Modern day – we have lost sight of the importance of community. 



• Community is intended by 
Jesus for His followers.

1. Savior.
2. Mission.
3. Same service.
4. To love.
5. Same Lords supper.

6. Holy Spirit
7. Eternal destiny
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Community is what happens when people share common attitudes, interests, goals or beliefs. They share in the same Savior.V 8, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.To be washed is likely a reference to the hour. John 12:27, defines hour as the cross of Jesus, that for which he was purposed to be born in human flesh. They share in the same mission; we are the “sent ones”: As disciples of Jesus we share in the common goal to reach the world for Jesus.John 13:16, The one who is sent is not greater than the one who sends. They share in the same command to serve one another; i.e., to wash the feet of one another. To serve rather than to be served. All 24 feet were washed. They share in the same command to love one another, that is to sacrifice for each other. Judas is identified, to all of them, as one who is not of them. He is not clean, even though his feet are washed; something they would understand later after Judas betrayed them. They shared a meal together on the last night Jesus was alive. They shared in the last supper together – wherein the meaning of Passover was transformed to represent the body and blood of Jesus. New covenant in this blood. They share in receiving the Holy Spirit together at Pentecost. He is the power that enables us to accomplish the mission of Jesus Christ. They share in their eternal destiny together as brothers and sisters in Christ and sons of God. Modern day – we have lost sight of the importance of community. 



4. Participation is His 
blessing. 

•John 13:17 If you know these things, blessed 
are you if you do them. (ESV)
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Participation is His blessing.John 13:17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. (ESV)The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. (1 Cor. 10:16-17 ESV)Jesus teaches us something in this context not with words but with actions. He teaches something that is counter to our first most likely response. It is what I will call “community.” the importance of doing the opposite of that notion within us that calls us to isolate from one another, and not just one another, but specially to not be in community with those who claim the name of Jesus Christ as Savior. The church for lack of a better term to describe what I am referring to. Fellow believers who have lost a reason to form community with one another.Those who used to be a part of a church but believe they can do it wo the church.Satan’s attack on the church thru the sins of its leaders. The priority of the “other” over being a part of what the community of believers seeks to do and accomplish in the name of Jesus. For me, it was work.If we have children, our children need to rest from church because they have soccer or baseball on Tuesday and Thursday.



4. Participation is His 
blessing. 

•1 Cor. 10:16-17 The cup of blessing that we 
bless, is it not a participation in the blood of 
Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a 
participation in the body of Christ? 17 

Because there is one bread, we who are 
many are one body, for we all partake of the 
one bread. (ESV)
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The importance of community. Shared a meal together. Mathew, Mark, and Luke, the disciples share a meal together. That meal institutes what we call the Lord’s supper, The meal was the Passover, wherein Jesus transforms the traditional elements of the Passover meal to announce the New covenant in his blood. 1Co 11:25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."  Luk 22:19 And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. 20 And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, "This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. (Lk. 22:20 ESV) The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. (1 Cor. 10:16-17 ESV)Jesus teaches us something in this context not with words but with actions. He teaches something that is counter to our first most likely response. It is what I will call “community.” the importance of doing the opposite of that notion within us that calls us to isolate from one another, and not just one another, but specially to not be in community with those who claim the name of Jesus Christ as Savior. The church for lack of a better term to describe what I am referring to. Fellow believers who have lost a reason to form community with one another.Those who used to be a part of a church but believe they can do it wo the church.Satan’s attack on the church thru the sins of its leaders. The priority of the “other” over being a part of what the community of believers seeks to do and accomplish in the name of Jesus. For me, it was work.If we have children, our children need to rest from church because they have soccer or baseball on Tuesday and Thursday.
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