
Luke 8:26 39 
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Presentation Notes
Introduction. What is different about Jesus from the religious leaders of his day or the people of his day?Interesting facts:Only here does Jesus enter into dialogue w a demon. Demon reacts immediately to Jesus’ presence. From the getgo he is at the mercy of Jesus. The name and knowing it does not give Jesus power he does not already have. No attempt is made by demonic power to conceal his name. That said, in the Jewish cultures the name was important, and often related to some experience that caused the name to be chosen. In this situation, the experience is the presence of many demons in control of the man much like the Romans were in control of the people of that place.  Why?The man appears dehumanized in a number of ways. He is naked, as a beast would be; he does not fit in human society; and he keeps company with the dead. We will soon learn of earlier futile attempts to constrain him. But the sheer presence of Jesus subdues the troubled man, and we find him prostrated before this figure of power and authority. The conversation, as Luke reports it, is entirely between Jesus and the possessing demons. The demons know who Jesus is and do not consider that any good can come to them from contact with him (v 28). They fear that he will begin the end-time judgment proceedings against them, even before the expected time. This fear is provoked by the move Jesus makes to exorcise the man.In Jewish thought these swine partake of the same uncleanness as the demons themselves (Lev 11:7; Deut 14:8). Exorcism into animals is well documented in ancient Hellenistic demonology.Jesus’ agreement to the request has troubled modern readers of the text, especially in light of the fate of the animals. In the (Jewish) perspective of the story, the pigs are of no value: to put the demons there is to put them safely out of the way, at least for the moment. Jesus’ agreement to having the demons remain on the loose to work their mischief is more difficult. But continuing evil is a fact, despite all that has been achieved by Jesus, and this was evident in the early missionary endeavors of the church as portrayed in Acts. The demons meet in Jesus the one who means their ultimate demise, but for whatever reason the time for their ultimate judgment and destruction has not yet come. Released into the pigs, the demons unleash the same destructive forces upon them that they had used to so torment the man. The pigs stampede to a watery grave.



Key points 

1. Jesus saw demons as real. 
2. He came to do something about them. 
3. How might we learn from the man? 
4. All Jesus needed was “Jesus.” 
5. Jesus’ presence “flushed” the darkness. 
6. Jesus saw the oppressed with compassion 

and grace. 
 



What are “demons,” 
biblically? 

•OT - Deut 32:17, Ps 106:37; Lev 17:7 (sa’ir) 
•NT –  

A. evil or “unclean” spirits aligned w satan 
B. fallen angels; Jude 1:6, 2 Peter 2:4 
C. “spirits” worshiped thru idols. 1 Cor 10:20-21 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the OT, no human being was ever said to be “possessed.”Sacrifice. Sons and daughters. Ps 106:37 “as the nations did”Two demonic beings are mentioned in OT, Deut. 32:17, Ps 106.37, Lev 17:7 (goat demons); In the NT:“Fallen angels” - Identified in scripture as fallen angels who joined satan in his rebellion against God. Jude 1:6 And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day  2 Pet. 2:4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment; (ESV) “Evil” or “unclean spirits” in NT: various manifestations which include: muteness (Matt. 9:32; 12:22; Mark 9:17, 25; Luke 11:14); deafness (Mark 9:25); blindness (Matt. 12:22; John 10:21); convulsions (Mark 1:26; 9:26); superhuman strength (Mark 5:4); and self-destructive behavior (Matt. 17:15). Possessed “spiritual” knowledge about Jesus that humans did not possess.Some of the demons made assertions of Christ’s divinity when the disciples did not show such recognition. Mental or physical illness would not impart this type of knowledge (Mark 5:13; Luke 4:33–35; 8:29–33).Paul understands demons as the spirits behind the idols which men sacrifice to and worship (1 Cor. 10:20–22).Non-biblical:Popular Hollywood alternative.Spirits of the wicked dead. “InBetween.” Cassie sees dead people; helps them or is in opposition to them.Evil – TV series by CBS. Psychologist who does not believe in that sort of stuff; Catholic priest/exorcist who is trying to find ways to distinguish demonic possession from mental illness. He asks her if he can join her in efforts.Buddhist, Hindu religion; Asia. Ancestral worship.Possessed/oppressed:Human being is the “host”; the dwelling placeDiffering amounts of control Deceived by the devil and hosting a devil.



What is the “Abyss” 

A. The abyss is here the place of containment 
and ultimate judgment of the rebellious 
spirits (cf. Rev 9:1–2, 11; 11:7; 2 Pet 2:4; 
Jude 6).  Nolland, J. (1989).  (Vol. 35A, p. 414). 
Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 

B. Jail (Abyss) vs roaming in search of a “host.” 
Luke 11:25 
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Presentation Notes
The abyss is here the place of containment and ultimate judgment of the rebellious spirits (cf. Rev 9:1–2, 11; 11:7; 2 Pet 2:4; Jude 6).Place of containment.Jude 1:6  And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day, (NAU)Place from which demonic will come up from to launch war against the saints:Rev. 11:7  When they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up out of the abyss will make war with them, and overcome them and kill them. (NAU)Place of ultimate judgement for satan and his angels:Rev. 20:3 and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time. (NAU)Lk. 11:24  "When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and finding none it says, 'I will return to my house from which I came.' (ESV)



1. Jesus saw demons as real. 

1. He dialogued with a demon. Lk 8:30 
2. He rebuked demons. Luke 4:35, Mt 17:18 
3. He “delivered”  people from them.  Luke 

11:20, Mk 1:25, 9:25, 16:9, etc. 
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Reality. At no point in any of the gospels does Jesus doubt the reality of the spirit world. If anything, he did the opposite:Talked w them. Lk. 8:30 Jesus then asked him, "What is your name?" And he said, "Legion," for many demons had entered him. (ESV)Mk. 1:24-25  "What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are-- the Holy One of God." 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be silent, and come out of him!" (ESV)Rebuked them.Luke 4:33 “In the synagogue there was a man possessed by the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 34 "Let us alone! What business do we have with each other, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I know who You are-- the Holy One of God!“ 35 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet and come out of him!" And when the demon had thrown him down in the midst of the people, he came out of him without doing him any harm.Mk. 9:25 And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, "You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and never enter him again." (ESV)Delivered from them.Mat 12:45, 45 "Then it goes and takes along with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first. That is the way it will also be with this evil generation.“, he warns of the danger of God not filling the heart of the person who has been delivered from darkness.Jesus is accused of having a demon himself and of casting out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of demons. Jesus does not deny that demons exist nor that he has cast them out but simply says that since he is doing that, it can only be done by the finger of God; and therefore God is present with them. Luke 11:20.Jesus compares satan to a strong man who must first be bound before entering his house.Mark 3:23  And he called them to him and said to them in parables, "How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26 And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but is coming to an end. 27 But no one can enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. Then indeed he may plunder his house.



2. Jesus came to do 
something about them. 

•  1 Jn. 3:8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning 
is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from 
the beginning. The reason the Son of God 
appeared was to destroy the works of the 
devil. 

•Luke 8:35, 4:18 
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Good news.Lk. 8:35  Then people went out to see what had happened, and they came to Jesus and found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. (ESV)Luke 4:18  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, (Lk. 4:18 ESV)



2. Jesus came to do 
something about them. 

•Heb. 2:14 Since therefore the children share in 
flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of 
the same things, that through death he might 
destroy the one who has the power of death, 
that is, the devil,  
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Presentation Notes
John 1:4, In him was life and the life was the light of men. 



3. How can we learn from the 
man’s condition? 

•1 Cor. 10:20-21 No, I imply that what pagans 
sacrifice, they offer to demons and not to 
God. I do not want you to be participants with 
demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the 
Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot 
partake of the table of the Lord and the table 
of demons. 
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We are to avoid any participation with any demon, a “not-god” spirit:1 Cor. 10:20-21  No, I imply that what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons and not to God. I do not want you to be participants with demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons. (ESV)Dabbled among the tombs?Interest in the demonic?Watched on TV; listened to with his ears. Baby steps to a “dance with satan”We are to recognize the “who” we struggle against.Eph. 6:12-13  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. (ESV)



4. All Jesus needed was 
“Jesus.” 

•Lk. 8:27  When Jesus had stepped out on land, 
there met him a man from the city who had 
demons. … I beg you, do not torment me.“ 29 For 
he had commanded the unclean spirit to 
come out of the man.  
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Exorcism in the 1st century. Ritualistic.The usual, as shown by contemporary magical papyri, was to adjure the demon (by name, if possible) through the power of one or more gods to depart the one possessed. Herbs and amulets. This was often accompanied by preparations of herbs and the imposition of amulets (an object that protects a person from trouble. Gems, coins, drawings, plant or animal parts, or written words).Magical formulas.  Magical words of extended, repeated syllables were also part of almost all exorcist formulas. Jesus method  DIFFERENT. All Jesus needed was Jesus.By command. He spoke. Matt. 8:16  That evening they brought to him many who were oppressed by demons, and he cast out the spirits with a word and healed all who were sickNo ritual. No amulet. No potion.Nothing of Hollywood exorcist rites. Truth test satisfied.Jesus was never afraid. Always in authority.Mark 1:25, “be quiet, come out of him.”Lk. 4:35 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet and come out of him!" And when the demon had thrown him down in the midst of the people, he came out of him without doing him any harm. 36 And amazement came upon them all, and they began talking with one another saying, "What is this message? For with authority and power He commands the unclean spirits and they come out." (Lk. 4:36 NAU)Demonic possession was like a sickness. Jesus approached it as a separate sickness that he healed by his command.Never healed by his touch, only his word.Never a doubt in the mind of the oppressed.Like his healing of a sick, except the sickness was spiritual not physical.Similar to his healing of the sick:various manifestations which include: muteness (Matt. 9:32; 12:22; Mark 9:17, 25; Luke 11:14); deafness (Mark 9:25); blindness (Matt. 12:22; John 10:21); convulsions (Mark 1:26; 9:26); superhuman strength (Mark 5:4); and self-destructive behavior (Matt. 17:15). Matt 12:22 Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was brought to him, and he healed him, so that the man spoke and saw. 23 And all the people were amazed, and said, "Can this be the Son of David?“  24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, "It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this man casts out demons.“



5. Jesus’ presence “flushed” 
the darkness. 

•Lk. 8:27-28  When Jesus had stepped out on 
land, there met him a man from the city who 
had demons. … 28 When he saw Jesus, he 
cried out and fell down before him and said 
with a loud voice, "What have you to do with 
me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg 
you, do not torment me." 
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Involuntary.Jesus never said a word. The man cries out first. The demon reveals himself. Demon is afraid.Why did the demon reveal himself if he was afraid of what Jesus would do to him? That is, deliver him from his host? His reaction is involuntaryDo not be afraid of a demon or anything of satan. Because you have Jesus in you, you are the one a demon will fear. Jn. 1:5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (ESV)India. Here after a man was converted. 



6. Jesus saw the oppressed 
with compassion and 

grace. 

1. Dehumanized. Self destructive. 
2. Kept company with the dead, not the living. 
3. Superhuman strength. 
4. Knowledge that others did not – Son of 

God. 
5. He is afraid of Jesus. 

he  
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Jesus never asked, “How did you get this way?” Lk. 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, (ESV)The depth of the love of God not to see us where we are but where He can take us.
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