
John 8:1 - 11 
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Presentation Notes
Introduction. What is different about Jesus from the religious leaders of his day or the people of his day?Jesus. John 1:18 says this:  John 1:18 No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.Hebrews 1:1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, … 3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, … . When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,To sum it up, if we want to know what God the father, the Creator of the Universe is like, his heart, what he has compassion for, we need only look at the Only Begotten One, Jesus Christ, Son of Man, Son of God, for what we see in Jesus is what the father is.So then, if we are followers of Jesus Christ, if it is the desire of our heart to model our lives after Him, we need only look at Jesus and we will see the mold upon which our lives are to be molded. There would have been a long line … an entourage… as they followed the scribes and Pharisees that day. It is likely still early morning, how early we cannot be sure; perhaps 8a? The woman is in the center of the mob. Her clothes are torn, probably falling off her shoulders. Her shawl was left behind. She is surrounded by the religious leaders. What perhaps began as a small group of men who swooped in upon her and her companion as they lay together that early morning has multiplied considerably since they first setout to where they knew Jesus would be: the temple, teaching, every morning, early. Morning prayers and Jesus’ teaching. As they made their way through the city streets, what began as whispers of the people, the women, have grown to a chorus, a chorus full of curses; we know not what happened to the adulterer, the male; perhaps he eluded the grasp of his captors; perhaps he was a part of it, and was paid handsomely for his efforts. We know not. Along the way, children have likely hurled insults at her, perhaps even thrown small stones. One thing is certain: Jerusalem, the city of the Lord, was not the place to be caught in bed with another woman’s husband. As we look back 2000 year old story of the woman caught in the act of adultery, we do so to see how Jesus will respond to a sinner. How will He judge her? Will He condemn her? Will He purge her from the people of Israel The Mosaic law specified that both she and the man she lay with were to be stoned. The first stone to be thrown was to be by the eye witness of the event. The decision on what was to happen to the woman was given to the Rabbi to make. The decision was binding. But Jerusalem is now a province of Rome; and, only the Romans have the authority to execute someone to enforce the death penalty. What will Jesus do?  Follow the Jewish law and stoner her? Follow the Roman law and send her to Pontius Pilate?What's more, how do we take the law and apply it to the modern day?Pray. Read Scripture. 



1. Jesus taught like none 
before … or after.  

•John 8:1-2 (Early in the morning…all) 
•Luke 19:47-48 And he was teaching daily in 
the temple. The chief priests and the scribes 
and the principal men of the people were 
seeking to destroy him, 48 but they did not 
find anything they could do, for all the people 
were hanging on his words.  
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John 8:1-2  All the people…Luke 19:47-48 And he was teaching daily in the temple. The chief priests and the scribes and the principal men of the people were seeking to destroy him, 48 but they did not find anything they could do, for all the people were hanging on his words. Jesus.  described his teaching as words of spirit and life:  Jn. 6:63 “The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. (ESV)Joh 6:48 I am the bread of life.  Joh 6:51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. …Officers.  Joh 7:46 The officers [of the temple guard] answered, "No one ever spoke like this man!"  People - Taught w authority. Matt. 7:28-29  And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, 29 for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes. (ESV)Taught w authority – Jesus did not tell you what this rabbi said or what that rabbi said – he told you the way it was and then illustrated that truth w a parable that they could understand. Importance of how we hear:  Luk 8:18 Take care then how you hear, for to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he thinks that he has will be taken away."  



•Luk 8:18 Take care then how you hear, for to 
the one who has, more will be given, and from 
the one who has not, even what he thinks that 
he has will be taken away."   



2. Jesus defined “without sin” 
as a “God-only” attribute. 

•John 8:7-9 And as they continued to ask 
him, he stood up and said to them, "Let him 
who is without sin among you be the first to 
throw a stone at her." … 
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Jesus defined “without sin” as a “God-only” attribute.2Co 5:21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  1Pe 2:22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.  1Jo 3:5 You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin.  Reaction of the PhariseesThe thud of the stones. We are all sinners before Jesus.Rom. 3:23-24  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, (ESV)We are all equals with one another before a holy God. Compare to God, only, not one another.We are not to compare ourselves with other people; nor are we to think of ourselves as more righteous or of others as more sinful. We are to compare ourselves only with God in his absolute moral perfection, goodness, justice, mercy, and love. ... But when I begin to know him and come before him with a true acknowledgement of who he is, then the moral differences between myself and other people become insignificant. 



3. Jesus is our savior not 
our judge. 

•John 3:17  For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him. 

•1 John 3:5 You know that he appeared in 
order to take away sins,. … The reason the 
Son of God appeared was to destroy the 
works of the devil.  
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1st – He is Savior. John 3:17  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.1 John 3:5 You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin.Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost."  He knows everything about us; even our thoughts; our failures. What no one else knows. In spite of what he knows, he comes to save us not to condemn us.Matt 9:4, forgave the paralytic, and told him “take up his pallet and walk.” He knew the thoughts of the Pharisees.Matt. 12:24-25 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, "It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this man casts out demons.“ 25 Knowing their thoughts, he said to them, "Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand. Disciples talking about who was greatest.Woman at the well – 5 husbands.The stories we have looked at:Zacchaeus. Jesus invites himself to table at Zacchaeus house to the tune of grumbling among the people bc Jesus has gone to recline at table w a known sinner. We have no evidence that Jesus ever said anything to Zacchaeus about his fraudulent activities of collecting more taxes than he were due him.Woman at the well. Jesus knows she is living in with a man not her husband; and, she has had 5. Yet, he never condemns her for her sin. Woman at Simon’s house; a sinner. A friend of tax collectors and sinners.Woman awaiting her stones. Why would anyone delay coming to Jesus? The way he received the woman awaiting her stones is the way he receives us.



4. Greatest barrier to knowing 
Jesus is an absence of need. 

•John 8:9 But when they heard it, they went 
away one by one, beginning with the older 
ones, …  

•Mat 9:12 But when he heard it, he said, 
"Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick.” 
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Why did they walk away?Dropped their stones. They knew they were with sin; but not as much as the woman, or the people. They failed to see their need to be saved from condemnation.Mat 9:12 “But when he heard it, he said, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.”Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost." What does Jesus mean, “Those who are well have no need for a physician”? Who needs a doctor who is not sick? Who needs a firemen when the house is not on fire. Who needs a pastor when all is well? Who needs a savior if sin is measured, counted, or erased by good deeds? Greatest barrier to believers sharing their faith, to being witnesses of the work of Jesus, is an absence of one’s need for a Savior. 



5. Was Jesus “light” on sin? 

•John 8:9-11 …, and Jesus was left alone with 
the woman standing before him. 10 Jesus 
stood up and said to her, "Woman, where are 
they? Has no one condemned you?" 11 She 
said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said, 
"Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now 
on sin no more." 
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“Was Jesus light on sin”? :Zacchaeus. Jesus invites himself to table at Zacchaeus house to the tune of grumbling among the people bc Jesus has gone to recline at table w a known sinner. We have no evidence that Jesus ever said anything to Zacchaeus about his fraudulent activities of collecting more taxes than he were due him.Woman at the well. Jesus knows she is living in with a man not her husband; and, she has had 5. Yet, he never condemns her for her sin. Woman at Simon’s house; a sinner. A friend of tax collectors and sinners.Today, an adulterer thrown at his feet. Cross?Why the cross then?Cross is the revelation of God that sin must be judged by a holy God; Paul said this about the cross: But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. (Gal. 6:14 ESV) For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. (1 Cor. 2:2 ESV) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. (1 Cor. 1:17 ESV) but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, (1 Cor. 1:23 ESV)



Jesus’ death on the cross 
takes the “stones” out of the 

hands of the Accuser. 
•John 8:9-11 …, and Jesus was left alone with 
the woman standing before him. 10 Jesus 
stood up and said to her, "Woman, where are 
they? Has no one condemned you?" 11 She 
said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said, 
"Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now 
on sin no more." 
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