
John 4:7 - 26 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduction. What is different about Jesus from the religious leaders of his day or the people of his day?Have you ever heard someone say, “We need to see people thru the eyes of Jesus.”? The statement parallels the objective of this series entitled, “Jesus, Are Our Lives Modeled After His?". Jesus. Jesus. Jesus. Imagine the impact that God’s people could have in our world if we saw people the way that Jesus did. Today I want to talk to you about a scripture passage I have preached from  before – but with a different focus than today. If my life is going to be modeled after Jesus, if he is the bulls eye so to speak, then I must learn to see people the way Jesus sees them. Jesus saw the woman at the well, uniquely. In the process, her life was changed. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Map positions Jacob’s Well, still in existence to today, near the city of Nablus in the West Bank. Judea through Samaria not around it. The picture on the right is of Jacob’s well. A church has been built over the well today, the name of which is St. Photini Church located in Nablus, a Palestinian city in the West Bank. Nablus is the modem-day name of Sychar in John 4. Read text.Prayer.



1. Jesus saw her ethnicity. 

•Jn. 4:7-9 A woman from Samaria came to draw 
water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." … 9 
The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it 
that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a 
woman of Samaria?  
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Presentation Notes
Her words. Samaritan. Notice the woman’s own words: “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria.” Jewish prejudice. The woman’s statement states the obvious: she is a Samaritan, a half-Jew, the result of inbreeding between Jews and foreigners transplanted by the Assyrians in 722 BC. When the Assyrians defeated the Jews, the Ephraimites, in 722 BC, they took the leading citizens of Israel and extracted them to another foreign country they had previously captured and took the citizens of the captured country, and replaced the Jews who they extracted. In so doing, the people lost their identity, they lost their heritage, and weakened as captives of the Assyrian masters, never to rise up against Assyria. Samaritans were the lowest of the low to a Jew. Samaritans appeared in three stories w Jesus:Syrophonecian Woman, Canaanite, region of Tyre and Sidon, whose daughter was demon-possessed. Jesus first tells the woman “Let the children be fed first…” Matt 15 then he heals her daughter bc of the woman’s faith. Good Samaritan. Why did Jesus’ parable include a Samaritan as 1 of 3 who showed mercy? Because the Samaritan was the least likely to show compassion to a Jew and vice versa. Luke 10:33Ten lepers. Jesus healed them on way to the Temple for proclamation of clean. Only one turned back. He was a Samaritan. Luke 17:16.Jesus was accused of being a “Samaritan” and (demon possessed). Was it because of his ministering to the Samaritan woman and the telling of the story of the Good Samaritan?Jn. 8:48 The Jews answered him, "Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?“ Prejudices of his day did not keep him from entering conversation.The point is that human barriers of ethnicity or religion or otherwise, must not keep us from seeing people as Jesus saw them; and in seeing them, fer them a cup of living water of Jesus.  Prejudices of our day are different. Red or blue. SocioeconomicEthnicity.Generational.Geographic.You will go to school this next week. You will see people who are different from you. Some will speak with a different accent than you; a different language altogether. Dress differently. Speak differently. Will their differences keep you from “seeing them?”



2. Jesus saw her gender. 

•John 4:27 Just then his disciples came back. 
They marveled that he was talking with a woman, 
but no one said, "What do you seek?" or, "Why 
are you talking with her?"  

•Luke 10:41-42  “But the Lord answered her, 
"Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled 
about many things, 42 but one thing is necessary. 
Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not 
be taken away from her."  
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Presentation Notes
I must give you some additional background on the culture of the day. Speaking to a woman in public was prohibited. In Jesus’ day, it was frowned upon by the Rabbis that a man speak to a woman in public. Hence, the disciples response to Jesus in v 27. The Greek word can be translated “wondered, amazement, astonished.” It is as if the disciples cannot believe what they are seeing and hearing. Jesus is speaking to a woman in public.Rabbis are quoted as saying, “One should not talk with a woman on the street, not even with his own wife, and certainly not with somebody else’s wife, because of the gossip of men,” and Qidd. 70a: “It is forbidden to give a woman any greeting [in public].” (Kommentar 2:438).  Beasley-Murray, G. R. (1999).  (Vol. 36, p. 62). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. Beasley-Murray, G. R. (1999). John (Vol. 36, p. 62). Dallas: Word, Incorporated.In that day and time, to speak to a woman in public was simply socially wrong; you did not do it. Jesus challenged gender-based restrictions. Women were not taught Scripture. Women were not allowed to be taught the Scriptures. The Court of Women restricted women’s access in the Temple. The Court of Israel, the Court of Priests and, of course, the Holy Place were all women-restricted..Divorce was only the prerogative of men and a man could divorce a woman for any reason. Women actually traveled w Jesus and the disciples and provided for their needs, financially.



• Jesus refused to deny 
woman access to the gospel. 

 Lk. 8:1-3  Soon afterward he went on through cities 
and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news 
of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with him, 
2 and also some women who had been healed of evil 
spirits and infirmities : Mary, called Magdalene, from 
whom seven demons had gone out, 3 and Joanna, 
the wife of Chuza, Herod's household manager, and 
Susanna, and many others, who provided for them 
out of their means. (ESV) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Women were first evangelists:1st evangelist was a Samaritan woman. John 4:39First at his resurrection.. Women financed Jesus ministry. Luke 8:1-3 Lk. 8:1-3  Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities : Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 3 and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's household manager, and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of their means. Women were instrumental in early church:Group of 120 (Acts 1:15) included women, and his mother. Men and women were present at Pentecost when Holy Spirit was poured forth (Joel 2:28-32); Acts 2:1-2; Peter’s announced fulfillment of Joel 2:28-32 and both men and women were a part of that fulfillmentWomen and men were incarcerated for their faith. Acts 8:First church in Europe was established bc women were together praying. Lydia house was the location of the Philippian church, Priscilla and her husband taught Apollos. Acts 18:2, 18, 20;. Paul names twelve women as his coworkers. Do we see gender and make it a barrier to one’s use of their spiritual gifts?What if the woman was gay? Would Jesus have entered conversation with her that day?You will go to school this next week. You will see people who are of a different gender than you are.  Jesus saw people regardless of their gender.Paul: Gal 3:28. 1 Cor 7:3-5; 1 Cor 11:11-12; Women and man were involved in prayer and prophecy. 1 Cor 11:5Twelve women were named as co-workers: Three women were leaders of house churches: Cloe, 1 Cor 1:11; Numpha Col 4:15; Aphhia Philemon 2. Lydia, Acts 16Four women Mary, Tryphena, Tryphosa, Persis, Rom 16:6, 12, had worked very hard in the Lord. The word translated “work very har4d” is also used to describe the service of other workers (not female) who worked alongside Paul. The term does not describe menial tasks. Priscilla. Rom 16:3-4.They were “fellow workers”. As Romans 16:9 and other passages.Euodia, Syntyche. Phoebe. Rom 16:1-2 “servant of the Lord in Cenchrea.”Adronicus and Junias. Rom 16:7 



3. Jesus saw her 
immoralities. 

•Jn. 4:17-19 Jesus said to her, "You are right in 
saying, 'I have no husband'; 18 for you have had five 
husbands, and the one you now have is not your 
husband.  

•1 Cor. 5:9-10 I wrote to you in my letter not to 
associate with sexually immoral people-- 10 not at all 
meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the 
greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you 
would need to go out of the world. (ESV) 
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Presentation Notes
Where are the other women? They knew her. What Jesus did not see, they saw.6th hour. Reputation in the small city. Everyone knows everyone. She was probably attractive – or at least she was at one time. 5 men (probably very attractive). Women don’t want to be around her.  Mad at her. Wanted her away from their own.Zsa Gabor, Jennifer O'Neill,  – 9x marriages.Elizabeth Taylor, Lana Turner, 8xRita Hayworth, Joan Collins, 5xWhere are the women?Don’t speak to her in public either.Turn their noses up at her.Whisper to each other when she goes by.This is who Jesus is “reclining at table with”; another sinner. 



4. Jesus saw what she hid.  

•Jn. 4:18-19 … 18 for you have had five 
husbands, and the one you now have is not your 
husband. What you have said is true." 19 The 
woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that you are a 
prophet. (ESV) 
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Presentation Notes
The next thing I want you to notice is what Jesus knew about her before he ever asked for a drink:Jesus knows her thoughts, he knows her history. He knows everything about her.Pharisees. Matt 9:4, But Jesus knowing their thoughts… which is easier, “your sins are forgiven or take up your bed and walk.” (Luke 6:8; healings on the Sabbath)Simon the Pharisee. Luke 7:39, Simon said to himself, “If this man were a prophet… he would know what sort of woman this was.Disciples. Luke 9:47 An argument arose among them as to who was the greatest among them. Jesus took a child and put before them. He who receives the child receives me. Mom’s statement: She had to discover something about the Messiah. “He gave us a future wo a past.” So why would he bring that up to condemn her now?



5. Jesus wants to know us 
that He might save us. 

1. Jesus saw her ethnicity 
2. Jesus saw see her gender. 
3. Jesus saw her immoralities. 
4. Jesus saw what she hid.  
5. Saint Photini.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The interesting thing about the woman is that Jesus saw her when no one else did. He was able to:Look beyond the prejudices of his day that saw her Samaritanism as a barrier;Look beyond her gender and offer the gift of life without cost Look beyond her immoralities; to see her without regard to her past sins and mistakesKnow her thoughtsThe woman was venerated as a saint by the Eastern Orthodox church, her name is “St Photini.”  The apostles of Christ baptized her and gave her the name of Photini which means “the enlightened one.” She is remembered by the Church as a Holy Martyr and Equal to the Apostles. After Sts. Peter and Paul were martyred, St. Photini and her family left their homeland of Sychar, in Samaria, to travel to Carthage to proclaim the Gospel of Christ there. http://ww1.antiochian.org/st-photini-samari5002tan-womanHer thirst.Joh 7:37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.  
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