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Presentation Notes
Context:
They have wandered for 40 years in the wilderness after coming to the edge of the promised land 40 years before and being afraid to cross into the land of its current inhabitants. Now, 40 years later:
Moses has died, Joshua has replaced him and across the River lies the first obstacle to his claim of God’s promise of the land flowing with milk and honey.
Spies have now returned from Jericho, after their agreement w Rahab
It is the time of harvest, and the Jordan River is overflowing their banks. The Jordan River is noted for such highs and lows. In the dry season it nears to a trickle. In harvest season, it is like the Potomac River. 
Jericho, the mighty city surrounded by immense, impregnable walls, stands just west of the Jordan. When God gave them a mission, he started with the most “Goliath-like” city they would ever face. We don’t know how long they have been there, but it has been sometime.


The title of this morning message is “Setting a Path for the Future.” The text I have chosen was used in a message I preached around twenty months prior. The focus then was different than today and so is the message. Today, I want to share with you where I sense God leading us as a church. 

The Spirit may help you in a different place. 
School starts in a month
August is a month of transition for many
People of Israel are likewise in a period of transition, getting read to take possession, by force, of the land that God promised to Abraham and his descendants many years before. 

How can they have success as they claim God’s will for their lives?



What is given me:
Where are we headed?
Fan the flame of the Spirit in us.
Grow your love for Jesus
Build ownership in our mission and calling in Jesus.
Grow your love for this body of Christ
Get outside the church
Grow your love for those who do not know Jesus.
Reach into the community to help and give the food that lasts to eternity.
Dig a Well.
Creating fun memories in Christ

Our challenges:
Busyness of our lives.
Distractions
Discover how to minister where we are rather than a place we go to.
Diversity
Unity in our diversity 
Persistence in reaching people in our own circles
Our facility space limitations
Maintaining and improving our financial strengths
Our strengths:
Our heart for the Lord.
The presence of God in our gatherings.
Our prayer teams
Our staff and their sense of calling
Our historical faith experience
Our diversity and unity
Our property and the absence of debt
Where we are headed
4. The Expectations:
You will join in this effort
Must grow more leaders, teachers, servers, volunteers
Faithful giving, faithful serving
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Prayer.

Read Joshua 3:1-6; 14-17



e How do we “Set Our Path for the
Future?”

Jos. 1:8-9 This Book of the Law shall not depart
from your mouth, but you-shall meditate on it day
and night, .... For then you will make your way
prosperous, and then you will have good success.
9 Have | not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do-not be frightened, and do not be
dismayed, for the LORD your God is W|th you
wherever you go." (ESV)
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How do we set a path for the future? Look at what Joshua did.

Joshua is a new leader. 
Moses has led the people for some 50-70 years. Moses has died. 
Joshua is at the helm. 
No specifics of the long range plan.
God has only laid out the extent of the land that will fall into the hands of Israel. Nothing more has been given to Joshua. Yet, key advice is found in Joshua 1:8-9.

Jos. 1:8-9 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, …. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go." (ESV)

Joshua’s #1 instruction –
To meditate on the Word and to obey what it says. 
Be strong and courageous.




1. Grow In my love for Jesus.

e“Consecrate yourselves” Josh 3:5, 7:13; an
act of confession and-sacrifice for one’s
sins to the end that God declared them
holy, set apart for his purposes.

«Circumcise the sons of Israel. Josh 5:2, the
- physical aetthat signified one’s “covenant”
relationship with Jehovah God. '



Presenter
Presentation Notes
If God’s instruction for Joshua was to focus on his Word, His Law, and following it, why would that not be our instruction?

In fact, notice the what and how of Joshua’s instruction to the people. It is pretty much the exact same thing that God instructed Joshua to do. 

Consecrate/purify yourselves. The process of consecration was a process whereby the people performed external acts that represented an inner change of heart. 
In Ex 19:10, the people were told to “consecrate themselves and to wash their garments.” The washing was akin to one confessing their sins before God and, where possible, to combine that confession with the sacrifice of an animal without defect. 
In Josh 3:5, Joshua does not give the specifics of how the consecration was to take place, but the purpose was that each person was to make God their focus. They were to set aside their distractions and focus on him. They cant sacrifice bc at this point the Temple is packed up, the people and priests are on the move. 
Circumcision. Once having crossed the Jordan and just before the people are led to attack the city of Jericho, the Lord directs Joshua to another end – the sons of Israel are to restart the rite of circumcision which had been halted during the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness. 
The rite was unique to Israel. It was instituted by Abraham in Gen 17:9 upon command of God. It was symbolic of one’s love for God, his relationship with God, and his commitment to following the ways of God. On the 8th day, every son was to  be circumcised. Joshua is given the command to reinstitute the process. Why? It was a sign of commitment, devotion, of obedience to God.  

 And God said to Abraham, "As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout their generations. 10 This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. 11 You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or bought with your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring, (Gen. 17:9-12 ESV)

An illustration of the meaning – the wedding band. 
Circumcision to a Jew was similar in meaning to what a ring is to a husband and wife. It is a sign of covenant relationship, of belonging, until death do us part. And, just as wedding vows are broken, so was the vow of relationship with God. So, for 40 years the people were not to practice the rite. When they came to the Promised Land the first time, they were overcome by their fear rather than their faith. Jehovah God took care of them these 40 years. Now, they will be given an opportunity to put that faith into action. Circumcision was the outward sign of faith to a Jew, faith in God. 

So then, how do you and I “set a path for the future,” for ourselves and for our church? 
I must make my own personal relationship with Jesus Christ the most important thing in my life. 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Website. This is how people are greeted when they land on the church’s website. Why? 
Church bulletin. Notice the water on your church bulletin. Why? 
Water drop. Notice the water drop at the top left corner of the bulletin. That water drop is our trademark. It is our logo. Why? 
Sign – water drop. Why?
Because as a church, we have discovered something: Jesus is like living water. And the one who drinks of that water shall experience life. 

Jn. 4:9-10 The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?" (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water." 11 The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? (ESV)

How does that play itself out in the coming months? Look at another verse.


{

e We exist as achurch to drink the “water” of

Jesus and

to guide others to do likewise!

*Rev 22:17 The Spirit and the bride say,

"Come." An
"Come." An

come; let th

d let the one who hears say,
d let the one who is thirsty
e one who wishes take the

water of life without cost.
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Guiding people to a growing relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Notice what the passage states:

Let the Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.”
The Spirit is the Holy Spirit
The Bride is the body of Christ, the church. 

Together the Spirit and the Bride are in song; they have a message, expressed in two-part duet, “come.” 
The message cannot be spoken by just one or the text would have made the statement with only one doing the “saying.” It is a message that they speak together, Come. Why are they saying the message together? 
The message comes thru the voice of His church but it is fueled by the power and anointing of the HS. Together, we call to the world around us, Come. Come. Come. 

How will we spread that message this Fall?
H20 ministries.
Community speakers every 6 weeks.
Youth, Children, Music Ministries all focusing on reaching people for Jesus Christ.
Outside our building.
Activities will be planned on the front yard.
Backpack ?? on 8/25
Trunk or Treat Activity this October. 
Christmas Festival again this December.


{

2. Grow In my love for His “bride,” the
church.

«Jos. 3:7 The LORD said to Joshua, "Today |

will begin to exaltyou . 8 And as for you,

command the priests ..., you shall stand
still in the Jordan. ... 9 Come here and

Ilsten t the wo rd s c "the Lord."
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How do we set our path for the future? First, we must grow in our love for Jesus. We must come and drink the water that only he offers. 

Grow in our love for our church. 
Notice the model for God to accomplish his plan for the Israelites:  
There is a leader, Joshua. 
Today, I will begin to exalt you. V 7
There are supporting leaders, priests – spiritual leaders. V 8. 
There are other leaders, “officers.” v12
There are the people. V 9.
Priests were told to go ahead first.
People were told to follow the priests, not to go ahead but to keep a distance of 2,000 cubits or 1000 yards (10 football fields). 
Priests were told to dip their feet in the waters while it was overflowing its banks.
Priests were told to:
Dip their feet in while water was raging.
Stand on the dry ground in the center until everyone crossed, (How long?)
To remain until after 12 memorial stones were gathered from the river bed.
Then walk out. 
Now everyone can see them as they having acted as spiritual barriers to the waters flowing forth, and once their feet hit the other bank, the waters miraculously flow. 
Officers, appointed from each of 12 tribes. 
One per tribe. They are sent out as messengers to the people telling them what to do. 
Together they are one unit. Leader, priests, officers, people.
No lone rangers. 
Why? Bc God has big plans for his people, and only as they act together as one will those plans be accomplished. 

Why did God do it that way? 
Everyone needs everyone. 
Joshua is given favor – bc the people need someone to lead them. 
Joshua cant do it all – so he is given helpers. He needs them. 
So the people would follow. To bring the people’s love and favor towards those who led them. I believe that the only way you will truly grow in your love for your church is to grow in your love for those who lead it. 
So the leaders would lead. 
Everyone would participate, walk as one.

How can you grow in your love for your church?
God plan the model himself.
He gives it life and power through his HS.
He give the people and the leaders the gifts they need to accomplish Gods plan. 



We ure like a

box of crayons,
Em:h cme m’-’ us is

l,_

And when We
get together,
. Our classroom Is 4

compilE'l'E! , 3

We are like a box
of crayons. Each
one is UNIQUE,
and when we get
together, the
picture we make
IS Divine!
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I noticed the picture on the left on the wall in one of classrooms used by our Learning Center. I changed the wording to what you see on the right. I want to show you God’s design for the church, his plan for our future. 
God begins with the picture in mind that he wants to draw. He then gathers all the crayons he needs so that the colors he wants in the picture are all present. There is no crayon that he puts in the box that will not be used. Every crayon God puts in the box is a crayon that has a role in completing the picture God wishes to draw.
You and I are like crayons in the box. If I am in this church, God has a purpose for me while I am here; and his plan for me is just like the purpose and plan for each crayon when he put it in the box. . 
Like the unque colors of the crayons, so each and every person is uniquely gifted to contribute to his masterpiece for his church. But sometimes, like the crayons in the box, we get broken. Our brokenness sometimes keeps us from participating in the picture God has for us. Others must fill in for us. The picture may not be as perfect without me, but it is all the more God’s picture. 

Fall series on Spiritual Gifts.
TNT program. 
Back yard Extreme Makeover coming. 

I must grow in my love for Jesus. 
I must grow in my love for his church.




3. Grow In my desire to give to others
what | have received In Jesus.

*Rev 20'% "Behold, | am_coming quickly, and
My reward is with Me, to render to every
man aqcordlng to what he has done.. | ¥
Blessed are those W ﬂ_ash thelr robe §S. SO -
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Rev 2012 "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done. 13 "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.“ 14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city. 15 Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying. 16 "I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.“ 17 The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost.


 






* Next steps.

1. Ask God to give you:
A. More love for Jesus.~ Qi
B. More love for his e Church.

C. More desire to givet 't'hers what Christ
has given yo_u | .
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