
Luke 19:1-11 
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Presentation Notes
What has been given me:
Some things are worth repeating. Memory fades. Today, we are going to “say it again” for our Forgotten People series. The text I have chosen is that of Zacchaeus who climbs a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus. You might be thinking, I have never thought of Zacchaeus as a “forgotten person,”; but isn’t it true that forgotten people come in all types, some are out there where everyone can see them, like the two blind men in the preceding verses, begging on the side of the road as Jesus went by, people whose cries fro Jesus were an annoyance to the disciples and others walking by – but then forgotten people can ve right in front of us sometimes; 

Jesus is just passing thru. He did not intend to visit w Zacchaeus that day, but his mindset is such that whomever God put in his path that he would minister as the opportunity arose. 
How can we change our mindsets so we are able to see as Jesus sees?

Zacchaeus, his name literally translated from Hebrew meant “righteous one.”  But notice, “he was called” by that name. 
He is the 2nd rich man in the two chapters, back to back. One is known as the “rich young ruler,” whom Jesus told to sell all he had, give to the poor and come and follow him. He refused. Went on his way. Kept his riches but didn’t keep Jesus. Then we have another rich man – Zach. A chief tax collector. 
He wanted to see who Jesus was.
But there was a physical barrier, literally, the people who got their earlier than he. Begs the question if the church has “physical barriers” that keep people from seeing Jesus. 
He chose a sycamore tree to climb, a fig tree.  
Seems to me that this forgotten man had discovered that riches don’t fill empty hearts. You need something more. He was desperately seeking who and what that might be. 



Zacchaeus:
No one saw him.
Physically limited.
Socially an outcast.
Angry that Jesus would reach to him. 



1) Believers are called to seek “Zacchaeus’” 
out of the crowd. 

A. Jesus did not start the day 
intending to go to Zacchaeus’ 
house.  

• Jesus was “passing through.” 
• One man was in a tree.  
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Jesus has no plan that day to find a man in a Sycamore tree. He is simply passing through on his way to Jerusalem. But notice some details in the story:

Zacchaeus – He was a sinner. 
Chief tax collector. 
Social outcast. Rich.
Angry man. People hated him. 
He was interested in Jesus.
He was broken. 
Pride has been broken. How many would climb a tree to see a Preacher?

His exclusion was deliberate. 
No one would let him in front, in spite of his stature.
He couldn’t see over the people in front of him.
He persisted. 
Found a Sycamore tree.
Climbed the tree and waited.
Obstacles that keep people from knowing the love of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus came to the place. He looked up.
He calls him by name. Calls us by name as well!
Hurry and come down
He invites himself to lunch.

They saw what Jesus was doing.
They murmured.
They grumbled among themselves.
He has gone to be the guest of a man who is evil.

What happened next? All the details are missing. 
Zacchaeus stands up and says to Jesus.
Half of my goods I give to the poor.
If I have defrauded anyone, I will give 4x the theft. 
Salvation has come to this house. 
The SOM came to save the lost. 

Seeing the forgotten is not something we do but who we are as Christ-followers.




2) The heart indwelt by the Holy Spirit 
changes a life to be like Christ.  

Col. 3:12-14 Put on then, as God's 
chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience, … 
14 And above all these put on love, 
which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From “grumbling” to “transformation.” What happened?
Two hours? Three? 
Food preparation. 

What would you have been doing? 
Howard Detention Center. 
When you serve in an H2O ministry do you tend to talk to just church people or do you make your way into the crowd that you are serving? When we went to the Jessup detention center, the inmates came into the room early. I asked Chaplain Gerard if it was OK if we circulated with them. He said, Of course. 
When you serve in any of the H2O ministries, if your service is limited to talking with your believer friends, that you are not seeing as Jesus saw. 

Not my gift? 

Notice Col 3:12. 

Col. 3:12-14 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, … 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.

Chosen by God. Something about being “chosen” for something.  To be chosen by definition brings to mind purpose. If one is chosen, they are chosen for a specific reason or purpose. 
Austin Williams. Austin is a chosen person. He was chosen to be our next Min of Youth based on the belief that he had the spiritual gifts to minister to our youth through the ministry of this church. He is a “chosen person.” 
I have no doubt that Austin knows he has been chosen. But do you and I know that we are also “chosen.” Chosen to be God’s instrument to the world we live in? 

Changed by the HS. When we see ourselves as chosen by God, as used by God, then God gives us the means whereby our hearts are changed by His Spirit.  
Compassionate hearts.
Kindness
Humility
Meekness
Patience
All clothed with self-sacrificing love for one another.

Gal. 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. (ESV)

Put them on.  Act of the will. 

Chosen to see the “whole person.”
Empty stomach and empty heart.



3) Jesus personalized caring for the 
“Zacchaeus’ in the crowd.” 

• Matt. 25:35 For I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was 
naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
visited me, I was in prison and you came to 
me.‘ … As you did it to one of the least of 
these, you did it to me. 
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God personalized caring. Notice the personal pronouns. 
I want us to leave the gospel of Luke for a moment and take a look at a very important passage in the closing chapters of Matthew. In Matthew 25, Jesus has focused his teaching on the end-times, judgment day to be precise. He says at the end of the age, all peoples will be brought before him. There will be a separation of the peoples. One group will be directed to his right, to the place of honor, and the other group to his left, the place of condemnation. Then, the King, representing God will declare to the peoples on his right side (the side of honor):

25:34, “Inherit the kingdom prepared for you since the foundation of the world… for I was: 
hungry, 
thirsty, 
stranger, 
naked, 
sick, 
in prison”  

There are six conditions that represent the forgotten. Yet, the person that Jesus uses in the passage is himself. You fed Me; you clothed me; you gave a drink to me; you welcomed me. To remember the forgotten is to remember Jesus. To forget the forgotten is to forget Jesus. 





4) How can we practice “hospitality” to the 
“Zacchaeus’ in the crowd”? 

•Heb. 13:2-3 Do not neglect to show hospitality 
to strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares. 3 Remember 
those who are in prison, as though in prison 
with them, and those who are mistreated, …  
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Hospitality to “strangers”? How might this apply as you are starting a new school year?

Does anyone stand out to you that might be your “Zach in the crowd”?
How long before school starts? 

Football team – 
New guy? 
Marching band: helps someone know where he or she is suppose to stand…
Soccer team, cross country
Any school activity

As you welcome a new youth pastor? Will you view him as a stranger or a brother in Christ in need of your welcome?

Generation Hope activities will gear up:
New kids will come to church. Families move in the summer so they can be here in the Fall.
Hey, wanna come sit with us?
Wanna meet me here on Wednesday night?
Hospitality to strangers refuses to see “new people” as a stranger but welcomes them into your group; becomes a friend to someone.
An introduction of yourself to a new person at school or work.


Those in prison as though you were in prison; those mistreated. 

Prison is not necessarily a place with iron bars. School cafeteria?
Zach’s prison?
Alone.
Nobody liked him.
Physical limitations
Somebody being bullied at school.
No one will sit w them at lunch.

Jesus invited himself to have lunch w Zacch. 
“Lets you and I have lunch today together?”




5) We are called to be encouragers of one 
another for the cause of Christ.  

•Heb. 10:24-25 And let us consider 
how to stir up one another to love 
and good works, 25 not neglecting to 
meet together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near. (ESV) 
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Video here. 
Deep water swim.
Need leader

If we are called to consider how to “stir up one another to love and good works,” doesn’t that assume that we will talk about that? That we will recognize one another when we demonstrate love and caring for others? Here is what I intend to do:

Minimum of once a quarter, hopefully, 1x a month, we will have someone from our H2O ministries come and share with us about their organization and how we as a church can be involved.
Gerard Washington, Chaplain of Howard County Detention Center.
Worship activity once a month.
Araminta Freedom Initiative, 
Training session on Wednesday, 8/28
Speaker on 8/25, Sunday morning.
Chosen People Ministries – 
Speaker scheduled on 11/10, Reaching Jewish People for Jesus Christ. 

Children and Youth - H2O project will be offered no less than once a quarter similar to what we did for Laurel Pregnancy Center in the early summer.

Seasoned Citizens – 
Jimmie and Marie are leading us in a ministry to Seasoned Citizens, once a month, luncheon and activity. 8/4.
Jimmie what if instead of focusing on serving our Seasoned Citizens, you helped our Seasoned Citizens to focus on others?



People have to be willing to swim the “deep water.” 
Leaders have to rise up to lead.



6) The greatest gift to Zacchaeus was his 
changed life. 

•Lk. 19:6 And Zacchaeus stood and said to the 
Lord, "Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 
give to the poor. And if I have defrauded 
anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold." 9 

And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has 
come to this house, … for the Son of Man 
came to seek and to save the lost. (ESV) 



Next steps. 

1. When you awake tomorrow 
morning, begin the day by asking 
God to bring a “Zacchaeus” across 
your path. 

•Decide, now, to show “hospitality” 
to that person as God directs you. 
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