
Commanded to Give What We are Given 
Matthew 18:23-35 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Parable:King stands for God.The servants for Gods people. Settling accounts is a metaphor for Gods judgment. Jailer/torturers are a metaphor for hell and the devil’s agents in hell. Alternatively, a metaphor for a believer who misses out on the intimacy and depth of relationship w Christ they could have had if they had forgiven their debtors. The debt of the 1st servant is astronomically higher than the 2nd servant as a metaphor for what God forgives us (all our sins) compared to what we are required to forgive others Talent was the highest known denomination of currency in the ancient Roman Empire. 10,000 was the highest number for which the Greek language had a word for. Selling people into slavery to pay their debts was extremely common in the ancient world.  When thrown into debtors prison, the sum could only be paid when family outside of prison worked to pay off the debt themselves. To the astonishment of the audience, the king forgave the entire debt. The listeners would have listened intently and incredulously understood what the king did.The second servant pleads for mercy using almost the exact same words as the first servant. But v. 33 is the very heart of the parable: “Should not you also have shown mercy [ἐλεῆσαι] to your fellow servant, as I have shown you mercy [ἠλέησα]? We encounter here a central principle in the teaching of Jesus, which is expressed in a variety of ways:  God’s forgiveness of a person must be reflected in that person’s forgiveness of others (6:12, 14–15). It is the merciful (ἐλεήμονες) that are pronounced blessed and who will themselves obtain mercy (ἐλεηθήσονται, 5:7)  Hagner, D. A. (1998). Matthew 14–28 (Vol. 33B, p. 540). Dallas: Word, Incorporated.The following three themes emerge from the main characters and episodes of the parable: God’s boundless grace, the absurdity of spurning that grace, and the frightful fate awaiting the unforgiving, that is, those who reject that grace.Jesus sees no incongruity in the actions of a heavenly Father who forgives so bountifully and punishes so ruthlessly, and neither should we. Indeed, it is precisely because he is a God of such compassion and mercy that he cannot possibly accept as his those devoid of compassion and mercy.   Blomberg, C. (1992). Matthew (Vol. 22, pp. 284–285). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.



A. Forgiveness is an act of the will to release, to let go, 
to pardon or cancel as one might a debt. Matt 
18:27 vs 18:30 

B. Forgiveness does not mean that we are to ignore, 
to minimize, or to condone what happened as OK. 
18:27 

C. Forgiveness is not the same as reconciliation. 18:28 

 
• Points from last week in Matt 18:23-35 

 



•Col. 2:13-14 And you, who were dead in your 
trespasses …, God made alive together with him, 
having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling 
the record of debt that stood against us ... This he set 
aside, nailing it to the cross. (ESV) 

•The 1st servant’s debt was cancelled in full! 

1. Believers are commanded to forgive others 
because Jesus has forgiven us of all our sins. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Relationship of mercy and justice. In the parable of two servants what we are allowed to see is the relationship between mercy and justice. We are reminded of what our Lord declares through the pen of his brother, James, in James  2:13, “For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.” Parable shows this.  This is precisely what we see in the parable. The 1st servant who refused to show mercy was shown no mercy. When I give someone mercy, they do not receive  the penalty that was due them. If I am speeding and the officer that pulls me over gives me a ticket for exceeding the speed limit, he is merciful if he gives me a warning. He is just, if he gives me a ticket requiring its payment. I broke the law. Justice says I pay the fine. Mercy says I am going to let you off, I am going to release you. God is merciful. But God’s initial response reflects his mercy. The servant owed a sum he could not pay off. Likewise, our sin debt is so enormous that we cannot pay it off either. So a merciful God cannot do nothing about a debt we could never pay. God is just. But God is also just. How can he show mercy and still be just? The wages of sin is death. And that is just. God answers both questions with Jesus. In his mercy, God sends Jesus. In his justice, Jesus dies in our place. Forgiveness can now be offered to those who open the gift of salvation by faith. Jesus has paid our debt off by his death. Having received mercy, God responds by commanding Jesus’ followers to extend the same mercy to others that we have received ourselves. One of the books I have listened to in preparation for this series is entitled, Forgiveness – How to Make Peace with Your Past and Get on with Life” by Dr Sidney Simon and wife, Suzanne. The book is a good book but it is has a weakness; the weakness is not in the authors writings, but in the foundation upon which the book is based – social science; that is, it is written wo reference to the work of Christ on a cross; my motivation is not modeled after the model of God to forgive us by giving of His son. The motivation is solely bc it makes sense for the wounded. The abused, the victimized will be better off if they forgive rather than getting even. Forgiveness is an act purely motivated by what works for me. What the Scripture tells us is totally different:We forgive because we have been forgiven by Jesus. Eph 4:32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. Col 3:13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Forgiveness is at the very heart of a loving God. Because of this we read in 1 john 3:8, “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.” What are the works of the devil? Unforgiveness that leads us into deeper darkness - bitterness, anger, jealousy and personal revenge; unforgiveness destroys relationships, families are broken apart, people commit murder because of unforgiveness. Unforgiveness keeps us from making peace with our past. Friday, 12 people were killed and four more wounded when a disgruntled engineer who worked for public utilities in Virginia Beach shot, indiscriminately, at his coworkers. What began as a grudge, progressed to the point that killing indiscriminately was a better option for him. God, therefore, commands us to forgive just as we have been forgiven. To grant mercy over justice – to give to those who have hurt me even though they do not deserve it just as you and I do not deserve the forgiveness he has given us.Matt. 5:14-16  "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. (ESV)



•Eph. 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by 
whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 
Let all bitterness and wrath and anger … be put away 
from you, … . be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  
 

2. When we forgive others, God’s promise is a 
fuller, deeper, anointing of the Spirit. 
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Presentation Notes
“Grieve” translates the Greek word, “lupeo,” meaning “to cause pain, to make sad; to be sorrowful, to be distressed; to offend, or to make one uneasy.” So then, in this context we offend the Spirit of God, even to the point of making him uneasy,” because our actions are not in keeping with our Savior’s actions, whose primary act on our behalf was to purchase forgiveness for us that he might offer it to us in exchange for our faith.The very first command after his admonition not to greive the Spirit is that we must:Put away all bitterness, wrath and anger. Clearly, all of these emotions are the fruit of unforgiveness in our hearts. The very next sentence is a a command that we are to “forgive one another as Christ forgave us.”So then, believers are uniquely commanded not to offend the Spirit of God by not forgiving others. It follows then that when I practice forgiveness of others, grieving of the HS does not occur; I do not offend him, make him uneasy. Conversely, to do what he commands me to do brings about more of his presence in my life. We might liken his presence to a blue sky filled with storm clouds or no clouds at all. 



•Acts 5:29 But Peter and the apostles answered, "We 
must obey God rather than men [particularly 
ourselves]. … 32 And we are witnesses to these 
things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given 
to those who obey him.“ 

•Gal. 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, (ESV) 
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Presentation Notes
God gives the HS to those who obey Him. He is not talking about a condition that must occur before I receive the Spirit. But the apostles, having already received the Spirit of God were faced with a choice – did they follow the rules of the Jewish religious leaders to no longer speak of Jesus or did they follow God’s instruction? If they followed Gods, then God would empower them, God would anoting them, God would glorify himself in them; they would receive more of what they already had – the Holy Spirit.Likewise, when we obey the father by forgiving those who have wounded us, we are being obedient to his direction to us. We experience more intimate fellowship with God.



•Matt. 18:34-35 And in anger his master delivered him 
to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 So 
also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if 
you do not forgive your brother from your heart."  

•To not forgive is to lose some portion of the Holy 
Spirit’s presence in my life.  

3. When we do not forgive, the fruit of our spiritual 
relationship with Christ is made “less” in our lives.   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the parable of Matt 18, the forgiven servant who will not extend forgiveness to others is thrown in prison – in the same way, precisely, that he threw his own debtor into prison. Scripture envisions the exact same thing happening to you and i. It is as if we choose the coin that we will be paid back in. Numerous verses help us to undersntat this spiritual principle:Matt. 7:1-2 "Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. (ESV)Luk 6:38 give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you." Oba 1:15 For the day of the LORD is near upon all the nations. As you have done, it shall be done to you; your deeds shall return on your own head. Jam 2:13 For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. Mat 5:7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. Mat 6:15 but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. Mat 6:14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 



1. Makes us hard and cold and difficult to be around; 
Heb 4:15 

2. Makes us self-centered, negative, critical spirited, 
and controlling of others. 

3. Makes us fearful and less faith-full.  
Nancy Demos, “Choose Forgiveness.” 

 

How might our relationship with Christ be 
impacted by unforgiveness of others? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nancy Demoss in her book Choose Forgivness gives these four characteristics for what heappens to us when unforgiveness grows inot bitterness in our hearts:Grieves the Spirit of GodMakes us hard and cold and difficult to be withTurns us inot people who are negative and critical spirited Takes away our intimacy with God The unforgiving servant of Matt 18 had these characteristics, each revealed by his actions against his debtor. The man was hard and cold towards others; he was negative and critical spirited so much so that when the master, God, forgave him of his astronomical debt, the man immediately went out and found his indebted servant, grabs him by the throat and begins choking him. One would naturally think that having been forgiven himself, his bounty would pour forth into a similar bounty for his debtor. But not so. Ingratitude was the fruit of his forgiveness. Has a loved one ever felt that way in a way that you responded to them? Anytime you and I hold onto a grudge against someone who has wounded us, it is like we do what the servant did to his debtor. He refused to set him free as he had been and so we do likewise.



•RT Kendall in “Total Forgiveness” put it this way: 
1. We devalue (take for granted) the forgiveness that 

has been given us. Matt 18:28, Luke 18:10-12 
2. We interrupt God’s plan for us to “pay it forward.” 

•2 Corinthians 5:19-20 

• What does it say (to God) when we do not extend 
forgiveness to others as God extends it to us? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It says that we minimize the value of what we have received from Jesus. Almost like, we are righteous apart from the cross and we really did not need the cross. It is probably best pictured in the story of the Pharisee and tax collector in the temple and the Pharisee says this to God:  Luke 18:10 "Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee, and the other a tax-gatherer. 11 "The Pharisee stood and was praying thus to himself, 'God, I thank Thee that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax-gatherer. 12 'I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.‘2 Cor 5:19-20,  that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 



•Eph. 4:26-27 Be angry and do not sin; do not let the 
sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no 
opportunity to the devil. (ESV) 

•2 Cor. 2:10-11 Anyone whom you forgive, I also 
forgive. …, 11 so that we would not be outwitted by 
Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs.  

4. To not forgive puts us dangerously close to 
being snared by the devil.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first passage forces us to ask the question, “When is anger sin and when is it not?” To experience anger means that someone has done something against us that we might say we have a “complaint” about. Last week we looked at, Col 3:13, “13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.” Anger results from that complaint. It is the surest indicator that I have been wounded. I have been hurt. It becomes a sin when the person or persons that created it, that I continue to harbor a grudge against. A grudge is present when I think of that person or the event and my heart begins to race, my mind returns to the event, and I begin to replay it. To sum it up, my body tells me when I am still keeping a record of “wrongs suffered.”Last week I was jogging while listening to the audio book version of Total Forgiveness by RT Kendahl and a name came up in my mind of someone that I still held a grudge against, someone I had not thought about in some time. A grudge is a feeling of resentment from a past insult or injury either to myself or someone or something of value. The person wounded this church over 20 years ago; he led others down the same pathway. He was no longer living. And I still felt ill will towards him. How then could satan enter into my “grudge” and cause me to sin; how could he gain a foothold or an opportunity against me? My resentment could “bleed” over to another person who had nothing to do with what this person did. In the process, the resentment could impact my anointing of the HS; it could impact my closeness with Christ. If it impacts my closeness with Christ, it will impact this church.We must not be ignorant of how the devil works. His purpose is to curtail the growth of the kingdom of God in our individual lives, in the life of our church, and he does that when we develop unforgiveness without even realizing it. 



1. Ask God to reveal to you those who have hurt you. 
2. Choose to begin the process of forgiveness:  

A. Say these words in prayer: “I forgive ___________ for 
__________ .  

B. Memorize a scripture passage to quote to yourself 
when their offense comes to mind. 

C. Stop “collecting the debt.” 
3. Pray for that person to be blessed. Matt 5:44, Luke 6:28 

Next Step: Begin the process of forgiving others. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Matt. 5:44  "But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, (NAU)Lk. 6:28   bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. (NAU)Rom. 12:14  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. (NAU)



• Choosing Forgiveness, Nancy DeMoss. Moody 
Publishers.  

• Forgive & Forget, Lewis Smedes, Harper One Publishers. 
• Total Forgiveness, RT Kendal 

Additional Resources 



“The outcome of our lives is not determined by 
what happens to us but by how we respond to 
what happens to us.” 
 

•Nancy Demos. “Choosing Forgiveness.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nancy Demoss in her book, “Choosing Forgiveness” makes an important observation. She says, “The outcome of our lives is not determined by what happens to us but by how we respond to what happens to us. The level of debt may be caused by the types of wounds we encounter in life; but my life is not determined by the amount of the debt, the wound inflicted. But rather, how I respond to the wound. Do I go through the process of forgiveness, to releasing someone from their debt? Or do I become a debt collector?



“Resentment/anger/bitterness often make us feel 
that we keep those who hurt us in an emotional 
prison. Over time we come to realize that it has 
not been the offender that remains in jail but us. 
Our hatred affects us emotionally more than it 
affects the one who hurt us.” 
•Robert Enright, “Forgiveness is a Choice.” 
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