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Designed in His Likeness
Gen 1:2/7-28


Presenter
Presentation Notes
I speak as a dad in training. Over the years, I have discovered that so long as I am living and breathing, I am and will always be a dad. I became a dad when my son was born. Nothing will ever change that.  I will not graduate from being a dad in this lifetime.  “Dad” is a title s based on what has already happened not what is still to happen. 

I am fortunate to have had a dad who loved me. 
If for you, your dad was : 
absent
Abusive, critical spirited, 
irresponsible.
Try not to play the memory tape. 
Pray for those who hear these words.

Created in the image of God. The interesting thing about this father’s day sermon is that God gave it to me on Monday night, in the middle of the night, maybe around 2a. I woke up, got out of bed, took care of a few essentials, and returned to bed. As I got up, the phrase that was in my head was “Created in His image.” Dads are. From that thought came this message. 

What does it say to a dad when who he realizes that what it means to be a DAD is founded upon God himself?  Would that help you to parent with a little more confidence? 

Lets talk about it.

Prayer.

Read Scripture. Gen 1:27-28
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1. Dads are “designed” by God,
with Himself in mind.

o0Gen. 1:26-28 Let Us make man in Our
Image, according to Our likeness ... So
God created man in his own image, ...;
male and female he created them. 28 And
God blessed them and God said ..., "Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth, ...."


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notice the key points in Gen 1:26-28:

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness. …." 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth." (Gen. 1:26-28 ESV)

Patterned after God. To be made “in the image of God” means that we are made to be like him. V 26 specifically states, “according to Our likeness.” 
Not physical. Scripture says that God is Spirit and humans are not spirit but flesh and blood. 
Capacities:
Responsible 
Intelligence.
Relational
Moral law – oughtness. . 
Free will. 

Specific Role.  Fatherhood is a part of his plan. 
Procreation is by design. V 28 commands us to “be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.” Biology.” 
Fatherhood in love.
Protector, provider; and I am responsible for my clan. 
“How” of Fatherhood is as -- “daddy.” 
Jesus calls his father Abba in Mark 14:36, 
1 john 4:16

 1 Jn. 4:16  So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. (ESV)

When was the last time you told your children that you loved them?

Since we are patterned after God, the Father, the very core of our being, is to be the willingness to sacrifice self for my tribe. Not just out of a sense of responsibility for them but because I love them.

His Word is my guidebook. Since we are modeled after God, and since being a dad is part of his plan, it follows that if we look to His Word, we can know how to be better fathers. In fact, if we look to Jesus, He is the clearest example of what it means to be a father since Scripture says that Jesus is our “explanation” of God. 

Jn. 1:18  No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him. (NAU)

Blessed by God to be a father, daddy.
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e Malachi 4:6:

= And he will turn the hearts of
fathers to their children and
the hearts of children to their
fathers, lest | come and strike
the land with a decree of utter
destruction."”


Presenter
Presentation Notes
But we don’t follow God do we; Begin in the Garden and end the OT w a closing verse that reveals to us what we do.  

Mal. 4:6  And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction." 17 and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared." (Lk. 1:17 ESV)

The “he” in Malachi 4:6 is a reference to John the Baptist. The role of John the Baptist, the forerunner of our Lord Jesus Christ was to prepare the way for the coming of Jesus. He did so by preaching a gospel of repentance for forgiveness of sins. Baptism was the outward sign of an inner change of heart. But notice the closing sentence of Mal 4:6. When the hearts of fathers are not turned to their children, it brings into play the possibility of a decree from God, a curse upon the land. “Lest I come and strike the land.”  

Natural disasters as the consequence of the breakdown of fatherhood in the world we live?
Is it possible that the family in disarray works itself out on creation? It groans under the weight of our sin? Gods purpose is to create a need for reconciliation in the family. Use natural disasters so that they propel us into one a family members waiting arms, if for no other reason than fear?


2. Dad’s matter.

sAbraham — blessings to the
families of the world.

mlsaac’s blessing. Stolen by his
wife for her favorite son.

sJacob - of his twelve sons.


Presenter
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Father’s blessing was of immense importance in the OT. Hasn’t changed today.
Abraham
Isaac’s blessing stolen.
Jacob – blesses 12 sons, Judah, “the scepter shall not depart” Gen 47:10.

To sum it up, Dads, God has chosen you to matter to your children.
Doesn’t change with divorce. Defined differently, but never changes.
When kids go astray, doesn’t change. 
If they marry the wrong person (in your mind), it doesn’t change. 
Doesn’t change if your child loses his or her way. 
If you do not express that they matter to you through your words and through your interest in their lives, they will eventually change their feelings of love to anger, and then to hate. 

Dads our words matter. How else can you explain the power of the father’s blessing in the OT? It was as if the father’s words determined the future for the sons. This is particularly the case in Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
The same thing happens today. How would you sum up your words to your son or daughter? 
Critical spirited?
Blessing filled?
I am proud of you. I believe in you. You can do it. 
You are a hard worker. 
Don’t quit. Keep trying. 
If you owed a nickel for every critical word given to your child would you be bankrupt today?
If you received a nickel for every blessing filled word you spoke to your child, how much money would be in your bank account today?

My challenge to you today:
Change the way you speak to your children.


fathers.com

The National Center for Fathering

Children with
“Involved fathers” are:
1. More confident
2. Less anxious,
frustrated
3. More adaptable to
change
4. More independent

)




5. Have better self

esteem
8. Have better

grades
9. More socilable.

fathers.com

The National Center for Fathering




i-

“The main thing [for Dads] is to
keep the main thing the main
thing.” Steven Covey.

= Dad — the main thing is a Person
not a thing.

e Matt 6:33, John 14:6, John 10:10,
|salah 55:1-2
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Steven Covey. 
The statement “The main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing.” is by Steven Covey. Covey is credited for writing one of the most influential business books of twentieth century, titled The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People.  

The main thing is a person not a thing.  Jesus put it this way:

Matt. 6:33  But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. (ESV)
John 14:6, I am the way, the truth and the life; no one come to the Father but through me.
John 10:10, … I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. (Jn. 10:10 NAU)
Isa. 55:1-2  "Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. (ESV)
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. Deut 8:3" He humbled you and let
you be hungry, and fed you with
manna which you did not know, ...,
that He might make you understand
that man does not live by bread
alone, but ... by everything that
proceeds out of the mouth of the
LORD.
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How do we keep the main person, Jesus Christ, the main thing?

Deut 8:3 "He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, …, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but … by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD.

Knowing God brings meaning. That is the point of Deut 8:3, finding satisfaction in God does not come naturally to us. IN fact, for most of us, we must be made to draw upon God. The text says, “I let you be hungry that you might come to the place where you discover that “manna” from our own hands cannot satisfy; only “manna” from God’s hand can do that. 
Allow our children to discover that a relationship with God is what brings real satisfaction in life. When they make him the main thing, life has meaning and purpose. 


the st importa thing you can do

to grow into manhood

Spend time with God. It is a radical thing to say, but I absolutely believe
that the most important thing you can do to further your growth into
manhood is to spend time with God. I wish there were some way I could
say this without it sounding like a tired old Christian platitude. It is so
important, more important than a ything else I have to say in this book. I
firmly believe that if T had not over the vears faithfully spent regular times
alone with the Lord, my manhood would not have advanced far bevond
where it was at my conversion twenty-five years ago. It has been in my
quiet times that I have experienced eve ything that a father should pour
into his son.

As I write about spending time with God or as I teach on it in our
Regeneration groups, I always feel as if I am saying something so obvious
that it will seem trite. Doesn't every Christian already know this? I felt this
way when I included a teaching on “Quiet Times” in New Directions (our
ministry’s basic program for men and women overcomin & homosexuality),
and yet it is the one teaching that more people have told me has ch
their lives than any other,

Perhaps my teaching on this has had a powerful effect on people in our

groups because it is the only teaching I do in which I could in good con-

“A breakthrough
plan for those«
who have lost

their direction In
their ‘GROWTH

INTO
MANHOOD’”
By Alan
Medinger
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. How can a mom make a dad, better?

1. Make room for Dad. (Debra Evans,
“Blessing Your Husband.”)

 Image = male + female.
2. Counter the messages of society.
3. Video — Jimmy Kimmel Live
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How can a mom make a dad, better?
You have to make room for us. 
Mom’s you have been created with so many gifts, talents, and inbred parenting skills. It is easy for us to just let you handle it. 
Lazy. 
Intimidated. 
You are better.  
Adam and Eve. 
What if Eve had made room for Adam?
Eve’s encouragement? 
What if Eve had not only waited for him, made room for him, what if she had helped him, believed in him, affirmed him against his enemy?

Dads we must fight the “put down” messages that fill our heads. They are given to us by most everyone around us. 
Pew Research Study published in 2019, only 39% of dads surveyed in 2015 said that they were doing a “very good job” raising their children. That compares to 51% for moms. 
Mom’s learn how to “counter-message” the father of your children. 
Don’t be a “bookkeeper,” be a “foot washer.” 


Videos on dads.
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How can a Dad pattern his life after
God’s pattern?

1. By my priorities.
2. By my presence.
3. By my actions of self-less love.
2. By my practice of forgiveness.
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Next Steps:
1. Dads, bless yourself today In Jesus
name.

e “| bless myself in the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” Gen 1:28.

2. Think of five things you have done
right as a dad. Give God thanks.
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3. After dinner today, verbalize to your I
dad some reasons why you are glad
he Is your dad.
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