
Evidences for the Resurrection 
1 Corinthians 15:1-8 
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Sources Used in the Message: 

A. The Case for the Resurrection by 
Gary Habermas and Michael Licona. 

B. The Case for Christ by Lee Stroebel 
(2017 American Christian drama film, 
based on a true story that inspired the 
1998 book of the same name by Lee 
Strobel.  Lee attempted to disprove his 
wife, Leslie’s, newfound Christian faith. 
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Introduction.  First, I want to direct you to more information on the Case for the Resurrection of Jesus Christ…This is now the (2019-1991=28+2) the 30th Easter sermon I have preached as a pastor. I recall my first sermon, still in Seminary, at the age of 38 I believe. I was the pastor of two small churches located on the banks of the Ohio River, in Indiana, about an 11/2 hour drive from Seminary. I was sort of like a circuit rider preacher. I would preach at the first church and then make my way to the second, about 20 minutes drive away. On this particular Easter Sunday, I believe Debbie was sick. Dave was the only one with me and no one else. I remember preparing all week long. My purpose was to provide evidences for the resurrection of Jesus Christ that was so solid that not a person in either of the two churches would not be spiritually impacted. It was like I thought, “OK, if they agree that Jesus rose from the grave, if I can convince them, then they will have no choice but to say “yes” to Jesus. What I found out that day and what I have learned over the last 29 Easters is the following: it is not the proof of the resurrection that changes peoples hearts, it is when the death of Jesus Christ becomes personal. Eph 3:16, states. “and that you might know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge…”. Just like the last sermon series entitled the Case for the Bible. You might believe the Bible is the inerrant, infallible, Word of God. But that won’t make you pick it up and read it. It is only when you believe that the Christ that died for you has something to say to you, that you will pick it up, read it, and embrace it as food for you soul, only then will you begin to read it. PrayRead 1 Cor 15:1-8



• Dismantling the “swoon theory,” a 
popular theory against the 
resurrection.  

•1 Cor 15:3-4, “… Christ Jesus 
died according to the Scriptures 
and he was buried…” 

 
•Video 1 – “swoontheory.final 
•Dr. William D. Edwards, 
Pathologist with the Mayo Clinic. 
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Jesus did not die on the cross but was only unconscious. He later revived in the tomb.  Before we look into evidences for the fact of the resurrection, we must look at one theory that is posed by critics to explain his after-death appearances. Called the “swoon” theory, it basically holds that Jesus appeared to die on the cross but, in reality, he merely fell into unconsciousness on the cross. This theory is offered by critics because the body was clearly missing, i.e., the tomb was empty, and there are numerous eyewitness accounts after his death. So how do you explain the fact that he was “alive” after the crucifixion? He must not have died while on the cross is the explanation.For our first video from the film, The Case for the Christ, watch this video. Swoon theory and medical evidence for his death. Dr. William D. Edwards, Pathologist with the Mayo Clinic writing in March, 1986, “Based on his research, Edwards says, "the assumption that Jesus did not die on the cross appears to be at odds with modern medical knowledge."�



1. The  “embarrassment criterion,” 
the inclusion of details that 
weaken credibility. 

Video 2- women.unreliable.01  
A. Women were the first witnesses.  

1. Josephus, Historian, Antiquities, 
4.8.15 

2. The Talmud.  
3. Luke 24:11. “… like nonsense…” 

B. Mary Magdalene; Peter; Judas.  
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Video #2 - Women.unreliable.01If we conclude that medical evidence supports the conclusion that Jesus died on the cross and was buried as is stipulated in 1 Cor 15:3, then what might be an evidence that the resurrection account as stated in the Bible is accurate. Let us look at the embarrassment/weakness criterion.” This criterion can be described this way, “An account likely to be embarrassing to its author is presumed to be true as the author would have no reason to invent an account which might be embarrassing to him or her.”For example:Women as primary first witnesses.  The resurrection account states that women were the first to the tomb that 1st Easter morning. They were, in fact, the primary witnesses. If you were going to concoct a fabricated resurrection account, it is extremely unlikely that you would appeal to women as the chief witnesses to that fabricated account. You would appeal to men, probably Peter or John or James, the three that were with Jesus on the Mt of Transfiguration. The 1st century did not consider women to be credible sources of information. In fact, the testimony of a woman could not be allowed in a court of law. Josephus on Women - (Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, 4.8.15)“But let not the testimony of women be admitted, on account of the levity and boldness of their sex, nor let servants be admitted to give testimony on account of the ignobility of their soul; since it is probable that they may not speak truth, either out of hop of gain, or fear of punishment”. The Talmud on women.“Any evidence which a woman [gives] is not valid (to offer), ….” (Talmud, Rosh Hashanah 1.8).“Sooner let the words of the Law be burnt than delivered to women” (Talmud, Sotah 19a).Luke 24:11, Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with them who told these things to the apostles, 11 but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. (Lk. 24:10-11 ESV)Mary Magdalene:Prostitute: Luke 8:2, from whom 7 demons had gone out. At the foot of the cross along with the other Mary’s, including the mother of Christ. Matt 27:56; First to the tomb. Matt 28:1First person to recognize resurrected Jesus and fall at his feet. John 20:16First messenger of his resurrection. John 20:17



2. The empty tomb.  

A. Preaching began in Jerusalem. Luke 
24:47,  Acts 1:8 

B. Jewish leaders’ acknowledgement 
that the tomb was empty.  Matt 
28:12-13. 
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Related to evidence #2, the “embarrassment criterion,” is the next evidence, the empty tomb. The resurrection story could have easily been halted if the body of Jesus was found. Preaching began in Jerusalem. If the resurrection was a hoax all they had to do was produce the body. Since the peaching began in Jerusalem, it would have been impossible for the faith to spread if the body had been found or the tomb was not really empty. We must remember that the preaching of the resurrection of Jesus began in the place where the empty tomb was located, Jerusalem. The church was headquartered in Jerusalem.  Christianity would have had an extremely difficult time being able to survive in Jerusalem with this apostolic preaching if the body of Jesus had still been in the tomb. The tomb was empty. The Jews acknowledged the tomb was empty by stating that the disciples stole the body, Matt 28:12  “And when they had assembled with the elders and consulted together, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers,13 and said, "You are to say, 'His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we were asleep.'”



3. The change in the mental and 
emotional state of the Apostles.  

•Jn. 20:19 On the evening of that day, 
the first day of the week, the doors 
being locked where the disciples were 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said to them, 
"Peace be with you." (ESV) 
 



3. The change in the mental and 
emotional state of the Apostles.  

•Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the 
boldness of Peter and John, and 
perceived that they were 
uneducated, common men, they 
were astonished. And they 
recognized that they had been with 
Jesus. 



4. The conversion of Saul, a 
persecutor of the early Church, on 
the Damascus Road. 

1 Cor. 15:9-10 For I am the least of the 
apostles, unworthy to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God. 10 But by the grace of 
God I am what I am, and his grace 
toward me was not in vain. ... (ESV) 
•Acts 8:3, 9:1-3; 1 Cor 15:17-18 



•Acts 9:3  Now as he went on his way, 
he approached Damascus, and 
suddenly a light from heaven shone 
around him. 4 And falling to the 
ground he heard a voice saying to 
him, "Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting me?“  5 And he said, 
"Who are you, Lord?" And he said, "I 
am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 
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Saul to Paul:One time persecutorDamascus Road conversionComplete life change Wrote 13 books. Life long evangelist1 Cor. 15:17-19  and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied. (NAU)



5. The martyrdom of the disciples. 

“People can sincerely believe in 
something that is wrong and die for 
that wrong belief; but one would 
hardly die for what they know to be a 
lie.” 
•Evidence That Demands a Verdict (p. 
35). Josh McDowell. 
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Peter – crucified upside down.Paul – beheaded by Nero James, brother of Jesus and an unbeliever in Jesus’ earthly ministry (Mark 3:21, 31); a leader in the Jerusalem church (Acts 15:12-21). Stoning attested by Josephus, Hegesippus, Clement of Alexandria, as stated by Eusebius. Christian and non-Christian sources.Abel was the first martyr recorded in Scripture (Gen. 4:8) and Zechariah the last martyr to be named in the Hebrew Old Testament order, having been stoned while prophesying to the people “in the court of the house of the LORD.” (2 Chr. 24:21).McDowell, Josh. Evidence That Demands a Verdict (p. 35). Thomas Nelson. Kindle Edition. Ignatius – 3rd bishop of Antioch, hearer of the Apostle John. AD 110Polycarp – at 86, bishop of Smyrna, martyred AD 156Justin Martyr, AD 133Andrew – brother of Simon; He was martyred during the reign of Nero on November 30, A.D. 60 and celebrated on that day by both the Roman and Greek Churches.  Church of St Andrew in Patros, Greece. Crucified on an X Shaped cross, upside down so that he saw neither the earth nor his executioners, but only the sky which he glorified as the heaven in which he would meet the Lord. Andrew’s last words were, “Accept me, O Christ Jesus, Whom I saw, Whom I love, and in Whom I am: Accept my spirit in peace in Your Eternal Realm.”James the Greater. Son of Zebedee and Salome and brother of John. James was the first of the Disciples to be martyred (Acts 12:1-2). It is likely that he was condemned, with the connivance of King Herod Agrippa I, King of Judea, by the Sanhedrin on a charge of sedition. He is especially venerated in Spain because of an unconfirmed tradition that he preached there shortly before his death.Matthew (name changed from Levi). Matthew is generally considered to have been martyred, though this fact is not universally accepted by scholars.Bartholomew. Along with Philip, Bartholomew went to Asia Minor and evangelized in Hierapolis near Laodicea and Colossae in what is modern day Turkey. The Roman Martyrology says he preached in India and Greater Armenia, where he was flayed and beheaded by King Astyages, for  having converted his brother, King Polymius of Armenia.James the Lesser. James the Less, or Lesser, was given that name to distinguish him from the other James, the son of Zebedee. It is suppose that he is called “Less” either because he was called later than the other James, age. He was the son of Alphaeus and Mary and seems to be a few years older than Jesus. He and his brother Jude became Disciples in the second year of Jesus’ ministry around A.D. 31.Payseur, Stephen. A.D. The Fate Of The Apostles of Christ (and Others) After the Crucifixion (p. 17). CreekSide Publishing Company. Kindle Edition. 



Other evidences for the 
resurrection.  
6. 500 people saw Jesus, alive, at one 

time. 1 Cor 15:6. (Just ask one of 
them- many are still alive).  

7. Most Christians worship on Sunday 
not Saturday. 

8. Change in how people view the 
cross since the time of the 
crucifixion. 
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Modern-day relics of the first century.Burning of the Cathedral of Notre Dame – crown of thorns.



9. How do we explain the undying 
love of Jesus that lives on?  

•Video 3 – conversion.stroebel 
•  Rom. 1:3-4 concerning His Son, who 
was born of a descendant of David 
according to the flesh, 4 who was 
declared the Son of God with power by 
the resurrection from the dead, 
according to the Spirit of holiness, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, (NAU) 
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Its really very simple – love. Love? Amazing thing about the love of God: It keeps on giving. Keeps on loving. The love that moves God to come in human flesh that he might offer us eternal life in his death, keeps on giving. Apostle John says, “We love, because he first loved us.” Resurrection is a light that focusing our attention back to the cross where we understand what happened there:Resurrection declares Jesus as the Son of God; only God can raise someone from the dead and in his raising Jesus he authenticates his role in the cross of Christ. Jesus is who he said he was. The meaning of the cross is changed. The light shining on the cross is the light of God. It is no longer an instrument of death and punishment but an instrument of healing and life. In John 11:25-26, 1 Pet. 2:24  and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. (NAU)Rom. 6:22-23  22 But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (NAU)Eph 3:16, that you might know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge …His Spirit takes the broken things of this world and heals them by his presence.Marriages.Unconfessed sin and the power of repentance.Jesus is the door to eternal life with the father.  Jn. 10:9 "I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. (NAU)Forgiveness for our sins has been purchased by God on our behalf. 



How will we respond to the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ today? 
1. I invite you to believe that Jesus 

Christ died for your sins that you 
might have life in Him; repent and 
surrender your life to Him today. 

2. I invite you to be reconciled to 
someone who has hurt you; to be 
healed of your pain by forgiving those 
who have wounded you just as Jesus 
has done for you.  



How will we respond to the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ today? 

3. I invite you to believe in Jesus 
for your tomorrows; that He 
knows what lies ahead and in 
His knowledge, He will guide 
you, protect you, and deliver 
you. 
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