
Remembering those Christ Refused to Forget 
Luke 4:13-21 
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Presentation Notes
Introduction and Context.Wilderness. The fourth chapter of Luke is Luke’s account of the beginning of the ministry of Jesus Christ. The first 13 verses describe Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness for 40 days by Satan. The 13th verse concludes by stating that “Satan departed from him until an opportune time.” Satan had lost the first battle. But the war had only just begun. Satan’s opening round was critical – he attempted to get Jesus to take slight baby-steps away from the type of Messiah, God sent to save the world, the entire world, not the privileged few. Forgotten people. Who are they? What do we mean by the phrase? Let me first show you three pictures. The first is the one you are looking at right now. It’s the face of an elderly woman. She is grasping her face almost in hopelessness. Paint is smattered on her face. In fact, as you will see all three slides, each of which will be used in a sermon in this series, have paint splashed on their face. What is the point? Forgotten people often make us uncomfortable. Forgotten people are sometimes:Invisible. Can be invisible to us. Sort of like walking past someone on the street or on the corner who is begging. You don’t look at them, don’t see them. Somehow we think if we can avoid looking, we can avoid their problems, their needs. We can avoid them. The poor, the elderly, the homeless might fall in this group.Have no voice. Society can take away the voices of the minorities among us particularly. We can rationalize why it is OK not to hear their voice. We can even blame them for not speaking up. We can blame them for their weaknesses, their hopelessness, their condition or their plight. Last week, Gary spoke about the unborn child – unborn children have no voice. With the recent publicity for NYS state’s decision to legalize abortion up until the point of birth, Rhode Island’s governor Gina Raimondo came out publicly this past week for the same law. The voice of the infant ready to be brought to life, has certainly been silenced in this law. Their needs can be so overwhelming that they might even be perceived as a threat to us. So because of their overwhelming needs is better if we act like they don’t exist; if they don’t exist, then the weight of their problems will not have to be born by me. In fact, isn’t that what the government is for? They have some type of limitation that oftentimes seems it cant be changed by anything or anyone. Perhaps it’s a disability. Perhaps it’s the color of one’s skin but it is some plight that they are in that unless there is some notice from the outside, they will forever remain forgotten. Sherrie’s Word. The genesis of this series goes back to this past Christmas. As you may recall, about 30 of us went Christmas caroling to the sick and infirmed, the elderly, who could not get out. One of those groups went to an assisted living home to sing carols to the residents. The home was in a suburban area, a residence that had been converted to assisted living. About five residents were in the main area listening to Christmas carols. But there was one room off to the side and as the group turned to leave, Sherrie noticed a disabled person in a hospital bed in the room. She went into the room. The woman had been there a long time. In fact, who would have known she was even there. It was as if she was forgotten. This series is about forgotten people. What are we as believers called to do for about the forgotten people?How can we be mobilized, individually and as a church, on behalf of our Lord for the forgotten people that he is focused on?Read Scripture. 







Lk. 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 
has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who 
are oppressed, (ESV) 

1. CHRIST HAS A HEART FOR “FORGOTTEN 
PEOPLE.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
My first point is “Christ has a heart for forgotten people.” The reason why this point is so important is because of the context of this first event in Jesus’ ministry, particularly as a backdrop to satan’s temptation to change Jesus’ focus from others to himself. Satan’s temptation for Jesus to be a political Messiah who ruled the world, beginning in Jerusalem vs what God sent Jesus to be – a savior of the world whose crown was of thorns and his throne was the cross.Defining who he was and who he was not. So then, what was Jesus doing on that very first sermon in Luke’s gospel.? He was clarifying who the Messiah was and who the Messiah was not. He was not a political, military Messiah, who would rid the Jews of their Roman masters. He did not come to be a triumphal king whom all the kingdoms of the world would submit to (as Satan offered him in verse 6); and whom the people of Israel expected him to be. He was a suffering servant Messiah who came to proclaim a message to the whole world; and, his message would be one that the forgotten people of that generation would hear, the specific people that the religious leadership of that day had proclaimed unworthy of the message. Thus, they would no longer be, “forgotten.”Its not that in Jesus’ mention of the four groups of forgotten people that Jesus came only to proclaim the good news to the forgotten. He came to proclaim the good news to the entire world, but also to those whom the religionists had excluded from the love of God. In Ps 103:12, the Scripture states that he comes to remove our transgressions from us as far as the east is from the west. What Jesus is saying in Luke 4 is that his reach to humanity extends even as far as the east is from the west – there is none excluded from the love of God; that said, many will ignore and reject his reach. Four groups of forgotten people are mentioned:The poor – it was their own fault. They had sinned. Poverty was God’s hand of judgment. Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Lk. 7:22  And he answered them, "Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. (ESV)The captives of both secular and religious society – women; tax collectors; foreigners, i.e., the Gentiles; sinners – women forced into prostitution. Women:Divorced woman at the well, living with her 5th man, not her husband. John 4, the very first person that John mentions in his gospel to hear the good news of Christ is a divorce woman living in adultery.Women in general. Women were:were invited to the tomb; they were the first and the last there.  at the foot of the cross (only John the beloved apostle); women financed Jesus’ public ministry according to Luke 8:3. Women were invited to sit at the feet of Jesus rather than do “women’s work.” Mary and Martha. Tax collectors and “sinners.” Matthew/Levi, the tax collector, called to be a disciple. Mark 9:9, Luke 5:27Lk. 5:30  And the Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his disciples, saying, "Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?" (ESV)Zaccheus, the chief tax collector who was rich. Lk. 19:7  And when they [all the people, including religionists] saw it, they all grumbled, "He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner." (ESV)The blind, the physically ill – remember the disciples’ questions about the blind beggar, the man who had been born blind? Who sinned?  John 9:2. “Who sinned this man or his parents that he was born blind?” His physical disability had to be bc someone had sinned. It is his own fault then so why should we lift a hand to help him since his condition is his own fault? And Jesus healed him. Why? Was his healing a physical healing only, or was it not more than physical? To heal him of what society and the church of his day had taught him – it was his fault. He was a sinner. Nothing could be done or would be done to change his own perception of who he was. The oppressed. Those who are oppressed by society. Widows? Orphans? Foreigners? Elderly? Perhaps, but I would probably add other categories. Those whose hearts are oppressed by wounds, wounds so deep they cannot forgive. Or whose minds are in captivity to addictions or similar demons.  Those with the wrong color of skin or the wrong accent or the wrong religion? Jesus’ proclamation is for the whole world; Jesus stands against all oppression, prejudice of any kind. What do they all have in common?  Thirsty.  Lk. 5:32 “I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance." (ESV)”its importance by something that recently happened in the movie industry. Christian Bale. Christian Bale was the actor that played Dick Cheney in this past year’s movie, “Vice.” He recently received a Golden Globe award for his role. When he received his award on national TV, He stated, "Thank you to Satan for giving me inspiration on how to play this role." (Repeat)CNN reported Bales statement along with a tweet from the Church of Satan, and I quote the tweet, “To us, Satan is a symbol of pride, liberty and individualism, and it serves as an external metaphorical projection of our highest personal potential. As Mr. Bale's own talent and skill won him the award, this is fitting. Hail Christian! Hail Satan!" Jesus Christ. First, let me say that I think we all should attempt to reach our “highest personal potential.” There is absolutely nothing wrong with that. In fact, to not seek to reach our highest human potential is contrary to the teaching of Scripture. But if I seek to do that at the expense of everyone around me, I am hardly following the Jesus Christ as the model for my life. Perhaps of satan, yes. John 8:44  “You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. (Jn. 8:44 ESV). 



Prov. 19:17 Whoever is generous to the poor lends to 
the LORD, and he will repay him for his deed. (ESV) 
• Ever thought of your benevolent offering as a loan to 

the Lord that he will repay? 
 

Matt. 25:40 And the King will answer them, 'Truly, I say 
to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my 
brothers, you did it to me.' (ESV) 

FORGOTTEN PEOPLE 
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Presentation Notes
I want to take you through Scriptures. I want to help you to see that what we are talking about is very important to God. If important to God, it should be to us. 



Prov. 14:31 Whoever oppresses a poor man insults his 
Maker, but he who is generous to the needy honors him. 
(ESV). Isa. 58:10 
 
Jas. 1:27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, 
the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.  
 

FORGOTTEN PEOPLE 



Ps. 146:9 The LORD watches over the sojourners 
[foreigners]; he upholds the widow and the fatherless, 
(ESV) 
 
Heb. 13:1-3 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect 
to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares. 3 Remember those who 
are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those 
who are mistreated, …  
 

FORGOTTEN PEOPLE 



Jer. 22:3   Thus says the LORD: Do justice and 
righteousness, and deliver from the hand of the 
oppressor him who has been robbed. And do no wrong 
or violence to the resident alien, the fatherless, and the 
widow, nor shed innocent blood in this place. (ESV) 
 

FORGOTTEN PEOPLE 
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Presentation Notes
Those named as “forgotten people” in the sense that the Lord reminds us not to include:Poor, needyWidowsOrphansFatherlessOppressedSojourners (immigrants, refugees (Gentiles); strangers; resident alien)PrisonersMistreated 



Eph. 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, 
that we should walk in them. (ESV)  1 Cor 12:27 
 
Matt. 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in heaven. (ESV) 
 

2. CHRIST’S FOLLOWERS MUST BE 
MOBILIZED FOR THE FORGOTTEN. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Workmanship. Workmanship translates a Greek word comparable to what a painting is to the artist that created it; or the sculpture is to the sculptor who molded it. The focus is on the personal, unique, handiwork of the creator who has a specific vision in mind. Created with a purpose in mind – good works.Prepared beforehand. We are created by God, in Christ, so that we can do good works in his name, unique and specific to us. We are created for “good works,” all of which are assigned to us beforehand. We are not created to sit and observe others minister in the name of and on behalf of Christ. God gave me gifts, experiences, that I am to use in service of him and others. The church is the summation of the parts. That is why the church is referred to as the “body of Christ,” and each one of us as a specific part of the body. A church, then, is the summation of all those created works of art that God draws to a specific body of Christ, with a future work in mind that in total they do together. 1 Cor. 12:27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. (ESV)As a pastor, the means by which I determine what God wishes to do through us is observe who he is bringing and what their gifts are. …What we do in Christ’s name is to act like a light that ultimately directs people to the love of God. 



Col. 3:12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience, (ESV) 
 
Isa. 1:17 learn to do good; seek justice, correct 
oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the 
widow's cause. (ESV) 

3. TO NOT FORGET THE FORGOTTEN IS AN ACT 
OF OUR WILL.  



A. Knowledge of needs. 
B. Compassion, mercy. 
C. Action.  

4. WHAT WILL IT TAKE TO BE MOBILIZED 
ON BEHALF OF OUR LORD? 
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Union Memorial.  I was recently at Union Memorial hospital and I noticed one of those slogans on their wall. It read “Knowledge plus compassion focused on you.” I thought to myself. Thank you Holy Spirit. You just gave me my last point to my sermon. Why did God send Jesus Christ to proclaim the good news that through him we can have eternal life? Knowledge. He had knowledge of our spiritual condition that apart from him doing something, we would forever be separated from him by our sin. Compassion and mercy. Its not just that he had knowledge of our sinful condition, he had to also have a nature that moved him to respond on behalf of us. Knowledge – did you know that according to the Howard County Community Action Council many people never receive help that they desperately need simply because they have no need that a source is out there designed to meet that need for them. What if we are not informed enough to see the forgotten among us. 



• Poverty rate – 5.3% in 2014 
• Female headed households, one child, 5 years or 

under – poverty rate jumps to 22.5% 
• Women more likely to be among working poor, 2.4% 

compared to 1.7% for men. 
• Two bedroom apt, family of 4; to limit rent to 30% of 

income, hourly wage of $24.06 hour is required;  
• 2015 Community Needs Assessment, Community Action 

Council of Howard County  

HOWARD COUNTY STATISTICS ON POVERTY 



Matt. 5:7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive 
mercy. (ESV) 
 
Jas. 2:13  For [your] judgment [will be] without mercy to 
one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over 
judgment. (ESV) 



 
1 Pet. 4:11 … whoever serves, as one who serves by the 
strength that God supplies-- in order that in everything 
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. …(ESV) 

FORGOTTEN PEOPLE  



1. Will you decide today to open your eyes and see the 
“forgotten” all around you? 
A. Pray this prayer: “Father, I ask you to forgive me 

for not seeing others with your eyes. Today, I 
repent. I ask you  to put someone in my path that 
I can minister to in your name. “ 

2. In the next week, connect with at least one 
person/group for the purpose of “giving a cup of cold 
water.” 

NEXT STEPS. 
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