
Discovering God through MY 
Giving 

2 Corinthians 9:6-11 
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Presentation Notes
Context and introduction

The title of today’s message is …. You might be saying, what does a “fresh start” and giving, particularly, tithing, have in common? This past year one I memorized Ps 121. The key phrase in Ps 121 is “the Lord is my keeper.” He keeps my life. He keeps me from evil. He keeps my feet from being moved. He keeps my going out and my coming in, in short, God is the one I trust in. I do not trust in myself but in him. Giving, more specifically, tithing, will reveal who your keeper is. Do you trust in yourself or in God. 

The context of the passage today is that the Apostle Paul in chapters 8 & 9 of 2 Corinthians has challenged the church of Corinth, an area on the continent of Europe, to complete a financial gift that he has challenged them to make for the church n Judea, people they did not know and their only connection with was that they were all believers in Jesus Christ. The text describes the collection for the “saints,” a reference to the church in Jerusalem. Why would people some 1000 miles away on a different continent, a different nationality, make a sacrificial contribution to pay for the needs of a church in Jerusalem. They would never see the people, never visit the church, yet they raised a donation to just that. 

Is it possible that giving in some way we can hardly understand opens a doorway for us to know the Greatest Giver humanity has ever known – the Lord God Almighty. Is it possible that giving is His love language? 

Here is what we will do today. 
First, I want to teach us once again on the principles of tithing. 
Second, I want us to answer the question “Why is it that the OT command to tithe, to give 10%, is one of the commands in Scripture that comes with a promise from God that if we obey it, God will be put to the test. That is, God will do something!



Before the “Law” was given:  
A. Abram - 10% to Melchizadek, the “priest of the Most 

High.” Genesis 14:18-20 
B. Jacob -10% of my increase. Gen 28:20-22 

• God responded as his “Keeper” 

1. TITHING HAS ALWAYS BEEN GOD’S PLAN. 
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Presentation Notes
To understand God’s plan for my finances, we must review how God has used money from the earliest of times –the OT. 

Begins in Genesis. The command for the people to tithe can be traced to the book of Genesis. 
Abram gives 10% to Priest Melchizadek. The earliest occasion is when Abraham was victorious over his enemies in battle. The Priest of God, a man named Melchizadek, met him and blessed him in the name of God, most high. After being blessed by Melchizadek, Abram gave him 10% of the spoil, without command from the priest. 
The next occurrence is when Jacob made a vow to God that went this way:   
“Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, 21 so that I come again to my father's house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God, 22 and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God's house. And of all that you give me I will give a full tenth to you." (Gen. 28:20-22 ESV)
God responded as His Keeper.  You might be saying, “But God did not initiate the tithe. It was Jacob that vowed to give it, he offered it as his human promise to God.” I would agree with that. But God responded by blessing Jacob beyond measure. God’s acted on his part of the vow. 



Four characteristics to tithing in the Old Testmt: 
A. Amount - 10%. Lev 27:30 
B. First-fruits. Deut 26:2 

A. Proverbs 3:9 
B. Not from leftovers 

C. Best. Ex 23:19 
D. “Storehouse.” Deut 12:6, Mal 3:10 

2. TITHING WAS INCLUDED IN THE “MOSAIC” LAW. 
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Presentation Notes
Tithe is given to honor God as my loving “keeper,” my heavenly “father.” The tithe had three separate characteristics all designed to honor God. 
Amount. The tithe is 10% in amount. Lev 27:30 and many other passages.
First-fruits. The tithe was to come from the first fruits that come into one’s hand; in an agrarian society, that was done by taking the tithe out first, before the harvest was even completed. The point being that one honors God in faith by paying the tithe first, before anyone or anything else. 
Best. The tithe is from the best that you have. Ex 23:19. The Jews were also keepers of the sheep and goats. A tithe of one’s increase could not be satisfied by a diseased animal, but only an unblemished one, without defect.
For use in the temple of the Lord, the place where the people came to worship God or the priests who conducted the worship. So important was the tithe and where it came, we find the strongest word in the closing book of the Ot:

Mal. 3:7-10 From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the LORD of hosts. But you say, 'How shall we return?' 8 Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, 'How have we robbed you?' In your tithes and contributions. 9 You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. 10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. (ESV)



Amount. Lev. 27:30 "Every tithe of the land, whether 
of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the trees, is the 
LORD's; it is holy to the LORD. (ESV)

Firstfruits.  Prov. 3:9 Honor the LORD with your wealth 
and with the firstfruits of all your produce; (ESV)  
 
Best. Exod. 23:19 "The best of the firstfruits of your 
ground you shall bring into the house of the LORD your 
God.… 

Storehouse. Mal 3:10“… bring the whole tithe into the 
storehouse…” 



Matt 5:17 Do not think that I have come to abolish 
the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfill them. 
 
Luke 16:17 But it is easier for heaven and earth to 
pass away than for one dot of the Law to become 
void. 
 
 

3. JESUS DID NOT ABOLISH THE TITHE. HE GAVE 
US A REASON TO KEEP IT.  
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NT is silent. Some have said, “the NT does not mention the command to tithe so why do we still follow the OT law? In fact, Jesus does not even mention it. 

It is true that the NT does not repeat the command that was clearly present in the OT. But Jesus states that he did not come to abolish the law but to fulfill the law. He said it was easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one dot of the law (accent mark) to become void.  The Law to tithe is certainly more than an accent mark. If Jesus intended to abolish tithing as a law, he would have specifically said so. In fact, he implied its continuation when in Matt 5:23 he states….



• Matt 5:23 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, 
and have neglected the weightier matters of the 
law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These 
you ought to have done, without neglecting the 
others. 

• John 14:15 "If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments.  

• JESUS DID NOT ABOLISH THE TITHE. HE GAVE 
ME A REASON TO KEEP IT. (CONT). 



Tithes vs offerings. 
1. Tithes were from the “increase,” annually: 

A. Tithes were said to “belong” to the Lord. 
Lev 27:30, Neh 13:12; Deu 14:22 

B. To not give the tithe was to “rob” God. 
Mal 3:10 

2. Offerings were from the surplus. 2 Cor 8 & 9 

• TITHES AND OFFERINGS WERE TWO SEPARATE 
TYPES OF GIFTS IN THE BIBLE.  
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Tithes were from the increase, annually. It is also important that we understand the difference in the Scriptures between “tithes” and “offerings.” Tithes were given annually based upon the increase one received over a period of time, for example, a harvest or a year’s worth of lambs. Offerings, on the other hand, were from one’s surplus. They were to the poor, those who were in need or for special gifts for special purposes. 

Tithes belongs to the Lord. One’s increase is 10% of their gross pay. So if I make 1000 a week, my increase is 100, per week If I make 5000 a week, my increase, per week, is 500. What’s more, the tithe “belonged to the Lord.” It was his. This is why in Malachi 3:10, the Lord rebukes the people because they have robbed him. Why? Because they are not giving their full tithe. 




2 Cor 9:5  So I thought it necessary to urge the 
brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in 
advance for the gift you have promised, so that it 
may be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction.

SPECIAL OFFERINGS IN 2 COR 8 & 9 
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Notice in v 7 an instruction that is specific to offerings but not for tithes. Each one must give….  Paul is saying, I want you to give after thinking about, praying about it, and whatever you decide, that is what you should give. A special offering is based on what you think you can do. A tithe is a command. Paul is not saying, “Hey, disregard what God said throughout the OT and what Jesus implied in the NT. Whatever you feel like doing, that should you do.”




A. Malachi 3:10 … . And thereby put me to the 
test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not 
open the windows of heaven for you and 
pour down for you a blessing until there is 
no more need.” (ESV) 

B. We are not to put God to the test! Deut 6:16, 
Matt 4:7 

C. 2 Cor 8:5; 9:6, 10-11 

4. MY TITHING ENABLES GOD TO PROVE HIMSELF.  
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It is an opportunity for God to keep his biblical promise to us, to prove himself. Mal 3:10, 2 Cor 9:6, 10-11.
When I give according to scripture, I open the windows of heaven for God to work on my behalf. I give God the opportunity to keep the promise he gave to his people. 
This is not a business decision. If you read the literal words, you could conclude “Wow, why not tithe. Whatever I give I will get back more, financially.” If that were the correct interpretation then tithing would be an investment decision. In other words, I am going to tithe because I can expect a return that is greater than what I give away. That is precisely what Simon the magician did in Acts 8 when he discovers that the supernatural gifts occurred when Peter laid his hands on someone. Peter rebukes him for thinking he could obtain the gifts of God for money. No tithing is not how you get God to do your bidding. 
This is a spiritual decision, first. Notice what Paul says in the preceding chapter. 
 and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. (2 Cor. 8:5 ESV)



•  2 Cor. 9:6 The point is this: whoever sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. (ESV) 

 
• 2 Cor. 9:10-11 He who supplies seed to the sower 

and bread for food will supply and multiply your 
seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 
righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every 
way to be generous in every way, which through 
us will produce thanksgiving to God. (ESV)



But what about…?  
• Deut. 6:16 "You shall not put the LORD your 

God to the test, as you tested Him at Massah. 
( NAU) 

 
• Mat 4:7 Jesus said to him, "Again it is 

written, You shall not put the Lord your God 
to the test.” 

4. MY TITHING ENABLES GOD TO PROVE HIMSELF. 
(CONT)  



• Lk. 6:36-38  Be merciful, even as your Father 
is merciful. 37 "Judge not, and you will not be 
judged; condemn not, and you will not be 
condemned; forgive, and you will be 
forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. 
Good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, running over, will be put into your 
lap. For with the measure you use it will be 
measured back to you." (ESV) 

5. A PROMISE-KEEPING GOD WANTS TO BE 
KNOWN.  
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2 Cor 9:6, 10-11  The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. …  He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 
Luke 6:36 Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. 37 "Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you."



• Mal. 3:7 From the days of your fathers you have 
turned aside from my statutes and have not kept 
them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says 
the LORD of hosts. But you say, 'How shall we 
return?' (ESV) 
 

• 2 Cor. 9:11 You will be enriched in every way to 
be generous in every way, which through us will 
produce thanksgiving to God. (ESV) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The amazing thing to me is that tithing was the answer to the people’s returning to God was to give 10% of their property to God. Why?
The amount is high enough so I will miss it. You cant take 10% out of my income without a cause and affect. God wants to show himself by 
The amount is high enough to force me to decide whether or not I really trust God to be keeper. It forces me to ask myself the question, “Do I really trust God?”
The amount is high enough so I will start looking to see what God does. It will cause me to see him. To believe in him or conversely to not believe in him. 
When I begin to see God working in my life, I will thank Him. It will put my heart in a state of gratitude. It will cause me to attribute to God the things that he is already doing in my life that I attribute to “luck,” “happenstance”; now, I will attribute them to God. 



1. Does your relationship with God need a fresh start? 
Do you need a “return to God”?  Then do so by 
choosing to return today. 

1. Your tithe is a tangible way to do so. 

NEXT STEPS  
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