
THE WHAT AND WHY OF HIS 
“MARK” (AT  CHRISTMAS) 

Luke 2:6-7 
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Presentation Notes
Context.Nothing is by chance at the birth of the Son of God. In God's storyline for the birth of his son, he does not clean up the places where his son will be born. He enters the reality of human suffering in the time and place where the Son becomes a living being. He doesn’t ask that everyone get the “house” “cleaned up” before he arrives or that their lives are in order to be a part of the birth story. He just comes and he tells us to come as we are!



HALLMARK” VS “HISMARK” 

“Hallmark” version is the fictional imagination that we 
allow to become more than entertainment. The 
“Hallmark” version is “heavenly.” Only problem-- this ain’t 
heaven! Hallmark can become the expectation for a 
meaningful Christmas, whether in cards or movies, its 
the air-brushed, perfect, romance, version that can end 
up breeding disappointment. Hallmark kept as 
entertainment is not a bad thing. Its only when we make 
“Hallmark” the expectation for real life that is problematic.  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hallmark:At Christmas, Hallmark is the fictional imagination we allow to become more than entertainment. Hallmark becomes the expectation for a meaningful Christmas, whether in cards or movies, its the air-brushed, perfect romance, version that can end up breeding disappointment. Hallmark kept as entertainment is not a bad thing. Its only when we make “Hallmark” the expectation for real life. Hallmark can also extend beyond the Christmas season to all of life. It becomes almost a “romanticist” view that subjectively believes that good things happen to good people (and I am good). I plan on having good health, ample financial resources, a faithful spouse and a good marriage, kids (or spouse) not addicted to drugs, pornography, or on the front page of the newspaper for a wrong committed. In short, life is expected to go well for me. If I do have a downturn, then, in the end, it will be righted to my satisfaction. If not, disappointment, depression is OK because it should not be this way for me.Hismark:God decides my life story. I am grateful to God for the “Hallmark” version should he allow it. However, my true satisfaction is in knowing Him. I will find meaning in life by achieving his life purpose for me. When struggles come my way, I will “hold-on” through those struggles. I know that he will often use struggle for his betterment in my life, his glory. I will wait on him, trust him, and serve him all the days of life. His ever-present “finger prints” in my life are sufficient to guide me, to give me meaning and purpose, even in the downturns of life. 



“HISMARK” VS “HALLMARK” 

•God decides my life story because his love and presence 
bring satisfaction and meaning. True and lasting satisfaction 
is found not in my circumstances (or even my love-
connection) but in the living water and bread of life of Jesus 
Christ. When His “mark” is upon me, I have meaning and 
purpose even in the downturns of life. The Hallmark version 
may be heavenly – but Hismark is real, even in the valley of 
shadows. 

 



1. HIS SON WAS BORN IN PRESUMPTIVE SEXUAL 
IMMORALITY.  (JOHN 8:41) 

Of course, the author of the story, God, knows it! 
A. Specific time.  
B. Mary is “found” to be pregnant, while engaged. 

Matt 1:18 
C. They are still engaged when Jesus was born. 

Luke 2:5. 
Why not wait until after the wedding to send Gabriel? 
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Presentation Notes
If Jesus was born after they had consummated their marriage, the father would have assumed to be Joseph. Angel’s visit to Mary was time specific. Luke 1:1-36th month after John Baptist conceived. Luke 1:26, 6th month of Elizabeth’s conception, Mary was visited.Luke 1:39, Mary immediately goes to visit Aunt ElizabethEngaged when Angel arrives. Luke 1:27, to a virgin betrothed.Matt 1:18, “when Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found to be with child.”To the people of Mary’s world:She was unfaithful. When Joseph did not divorce her, he is implicated as the father.He is likewise unfaithfulTo God and the human parents, it was known who the father of Jesus was – God.Jesus’ true father is essential for at least two reasons: That Mary, the mother of Christ, have no uncertainty as to who the father was. Otherwise, the mission of the Son right after the cross could have been doubted by one person essential to its truth – his human motherto Jesus qualifying as the sinless, pure, unblemished Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, even if it meant that humanity in the first century would assume Joseph and Mary were adulterers. e. Hallmark version would not have marred the story line w a child born out of wedlock. Hismark version is more focused on truth not the perception of truth.



WHY BORN AMIDST THE RUMORS OF ADULTERY? 

1. Virgin birth was “His mark,” his sign to humanity 
of “who done it.”  

• Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give 
you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

• The virgin birth and the resurrection work 
together as God “signs” the story for us! 



2. HIS SON WAS BORN IN THE PROPHETIC CITY OF 
BETHLEHEM -- AMIDST RELATIVE SILENCE; AND, 
RAISED IN THE “WRONG” CITY! 

A. Bethlehem. Micah 5:2, Matt 2:6. Luke 7:50-52 
• Heavenly host to shepherds only?  
• Star to Magi who are two years late? Matt 2:16  
• Gabriel to Mary while alone? No witness? 
• Joseph in a dream that no one else has? 
B. Nazareth? Why not raised in Bethlehem? Lk 7:50-52 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The religious leaders tell Herod where the Messiah was to be born according to Scripture: Matt 2:5 They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6 "'And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.‘”Jesus is raised in Nazareth (Matt 2:23, Matt 21:21 (the prophet from Nazareth) Luke 4:160, not Bethlehem).Angelic visit/dream appeared only to:Shepherds on the night of his birth. Why didn’t the heavenly host reveal themselves to the entire Bethlehem district? Why just a small group of shepherds?Magi – Persians on the night of his birth taking two years (Matt 2:16) to get to Bethlehem, only to return to Persia by a secret route (Matt 2:12). Why didn’t he shine the star two years earlier so that the Persians would not be late?Mother and father.An old priest and his barren wife.Born in a stable (or a cave), almost unannounced, without any fanfare, celebrations, except Shepherds, Mother and father; no religious leaders or innkeeper made the birth celebration.



Those who rejected Jesus included: 
• Religious leaders; Jews, as a whole; the Romans.   
John 1:11 He came to His own, and those who were His 
own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him, 
to them He gave the right to become children of God, 
even to those who believe in His name, 13 who were born, 
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God. 

WHY THE SILENCE? WHY NAZARETH NOT 
BETHLEHEM? 
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His own people, the Jews.Revelation 1:7 BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen. Zec 12:10 "And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn. God won’t make us come to Him but awaits us when we do. Then, he takes the initiative to give us life.John 1:11 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.Rev 1;7, Zec 12:10



WHY THE SILENCE? WHY NAZARETH NOT 
BETHLEHEM? 
God speaks, not by sight, but by His Spirit. He gives us 
what we ask of him, even our skepticism. 
• John 6:40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone 

who looks on the Son and believes in him should have 
eternal life, … 44 "No one can come to Me unless the 
Father who sent Me draws him; …  45 "It is written in the 
prophets, 'AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF GOD.' 
Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father, 
comes to Me. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
God gave the skeptic a reason to hang onto their unbelief:Scribes, Pharisees, religious leaders who took him to the cross. He was born and raised in Nazareth and no prophet is prophesied to come from Nazareth; only Bethlehem.When the Magi arrived, the religious leaders send them to Bethlehem but stay in Jerusalem. His own people. The proud, the wise and intelligent, the self-reliant.God gives the humble, the one willing to open their hands, the one who wants to be released from captivity, who lays aside their pride so they can open their hands to the gift of salvation, he makes sure that at just the right moment for you to say “yes” to him, that he is gone knocking on your heart’s door.



• John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. … 14 
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and 
we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from 
the Father, full of grace and truth. …  18 No one has 
seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in 
the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him. 

3. BORN “SON OF GOD” VS “ANOINTED” 
PROPHET (MESSIAH) AS AN ADULT? 
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Presentation Notes
Islam and Judaism define Messiah as essentially the same. Neither definition takes into consideration the prophecy of Isaiah 53 that he will be “crushed by the will of the Lord;’ Verse 4, Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned – everyone of us– to our own way. And the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  If he was “appointed, anointed prophet” then he could not have been our lamb. The reason, all human beings have sinned. Jesus did not. And, all human beings are descendants of Adam. Not Jesus. Jesus was conceived by the HS. He was sinless, yet at the same time was fully human. He wept, he aged, he felt pain, he got thirsty, and hungry.  Incarnation of God. Why?That we might know him. There was no other way to forgive us, establish a way to God. Jesus in the Garden said, “Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me. Nevertheless, not as I will but as you will.” Matt 26:39.Scripture interprets that thru Adam spiritual death is passed from one generation to the next all the way from Adam’s fall. Romans 5:15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. … 18Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men.  19 For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.The cost was great. Death was its payment, of the only Begotten God.worthy of acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” He had to experience what I experience and not have failed as Adam did.Unless God was born in human flesh, he could die as one of flesh. He could not take on my sin unless he was of the same flesh and blood as me.To reveal the true and person God. John 1:18. He had to know what pain is life if the plan of God is to bring life through his pain and suffering.God so loves us that he condescended to become one of us so that he could do for us what we could not do for ourselves.  



• John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. … 14 
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and 
we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from 
the Father, full of grace and truth. …  18 No one has 
seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in 
the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him. 

WHY BORN THE “SON OF GOD.” 
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That we might know Him.There was no other way to accomplish atonement. There was no other way to forgive us, establish a way to God. Jesus in the Garden said, “Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me. Nevertheless, not as I will but as you will.” Matt 26:39.Scripture interprets that thru Adam spiritual death is passed from one generation to the next all the way from Adam’s fall. Romans 5:15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. … 18Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men.  19 For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.Islam and Judaism define Messiah as essentially the same. Neither definition takes into consideration the prophecy of Isaiah 53 that he will be “crushed by the will of the Lord;’ Verse 4, Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned – everyone of us– to our own way. And the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  If he was “appointed, anointed prophet” then he could not have been our lamb. The reason, all human beings have sinned. Jesus did not. And, all human beings are descendants of Adam. Not Jesus. Jesus was conceived by the HS. He was sinless, yet at the same time was fully human. He wept, he aged, he felt pain, he got thirsty, and hungry.  



Shepherds (temple shepherds or hired hands): 
1. One of five “despised occupations” according to 

Rabbis. (They handled “dead” stuff in the fields.”) 
2. Assumed thieves, liars. 
3. Could not testify in court 

4. VISITED BY THE LAST PEOPLE YOU WOULD 
INVITE TO A BIRTH. 



 There is no one outside the love of God. If he can 
save shepherds, he can save me! 
• For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 

Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. (Jn. 3:16 ESV) 

WHY SHEPHERDS AS FIRST EVANGELISTS? 



1. Month 1: Angel Gabriel visits Zacharias.  Luke 1:11 
2. Month 5: Elizabeth makes pregnancy known by going outside.  

She was in seclusion for 1st 5 months.  Luke 1:24 
3. Month 6: Angel Gabriel visits Mary.  Luke 1:26.  Mary 

immediately goes to see Elizabeth who is now in her 6th month 
(Luke 1:37).  Luke 1: 39 

4. Month 9: Mary returns home in her 3rd month and is “found” to 
be pregnant.  Luke 1:56 

5. Month 9: John is born. Luke 1:57 

THE CHRONOLOGY OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST: 



6. Month 15: Mary and Joseph go to Bethlehem.  Mary is now in her 9th month 
(Luke 2:6-7) 

7. Month 15: Angels appear to shepherds to announce the birth of Christ.  
Shepherds arrive at birth scene.  Luke 2: 8, 16 

8. Month 15: a star “appears in the East” announcing the birth of a special child who 
will be King of the Jews.  Matt 2:1-2. 

9. Month ? - 39: Magi arrive in Jerusalem to visit the child (Matt 2:2).  They are 
directed to Bethlehem according to the prophecy (Matt 2:5). They give gifts to the 
Child. 

10. Month 39: Joseph is warned in a dream to flee to Egypt (Matt 2:13).  Herod kills 
all children in Bethlehem younger than 2. Matt 2:7, 16-18.  

THE CHRONOLOGY OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST: 
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